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“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether these things were so. 
Therefore many of them believed.” 


Acts xvii. 11, 12. 
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PR EPA. C E.. 


Tne Pamphlet under Review, contains nearly 
all of the most prominent objections which are 
advanced against the doctrine of Christ’s Second 
Advent, in 1843; and also against the millenary 
doctrine of the primitive church. As so much 
stress is laid upon some of these objections, and 
as the whole argument against the doctrine is 
there embodied, it has been thought best to reply 
to the various objections there advanced. 

This review of the work is intended to 
show what is believed to be the tendency and 
sophistry of such reasoning, and to meet every 
point by showing that they cannot be sustained 
by logical arguments; and that consequently 
they are not valid objections. This has been 
attempted in the same kind spirit with which the 
pamphlet was written; and if any point has not 
been noticed, it has escaped the eye of the re- 
viewer. 


Hartford, October, 1842. 
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CHAPTER I. 


MR. MORRIS’ FIRST PROPOSITION—EXAM- 
INED. 


<¢Mopern CuiirasM; or the doctrine of 
the personal and immortal reign of Jesus 
Christ on earth, (commencing about A. D. 
1843, as advocated by William Miller and 
others,) refuted,” is the title of a work of 
112 pages, 18 mo. by Rev. Henry Morris. 
Its object is to disprove the doctrine of the 
premillenial advent about the year A. D. 
1843, as believed by William Miller and 
others, and which its author doubtless con- 
siders he has “‘rerutep.” It is written in . 
a very commendable spirit; its author 
wisely believing, that the ridicule, and con- 
tempt, with which this doctrine has been. 
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generally assailed by its opponents, to be 
productive of no assistance in supporting 
an argument against it, has treated the 
question more fairly, and kindly, than he 
has logically. The only principle which 

should govern any one in investigating this 
or any truth, should be a sincere desire to 
arrive at the truth; and this can never be 
accomplished while any unworthy motive 
actuates the mind. We therefore hope to 
review his ‘* Modern Chiliasm,”’ and exam- 
ine some of his logical deductions, with all 
the kindness, he has manifested in its com- 
pilation. 

According to the preface, it was given to 
the world in accordance with ‘ the advice 
of some of the writer’s most judicious and valued 

friends.” As it bas passed under their eye, 
and bears the impress of their suggestions, 
we may justly conclude, that it is the re- 
sult of their united wisdom; and is there- 
fore the very strongest position which they 
can assume against the Second Advent. 

It will then follow, that if the arguments 
which sustain that position can be shown 
not to be logical, the doctrine attempted 
to be refuted, must still stand; and if that 
position is untenable, we may conclude that 
no position can be assumed which 1s ten- 
able. } 


It is no small argument in favor of the 
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_ doctrine of Mr. Miller, that in order to dis- 
prove it, it is necessary to refute it so often. 
Mr. Dowling refuted it once; then it was 
refuted by Mr. Dimmick ; after that by Mr. 
Hazen; then by Prof. Stuart; and it has 
been overthrown, exploded, and refuted,— 
In sermons, and pamphlets,—from the pul- 
pit and press, in times and ways without 
number; and now last, though not least, it 
has been refuted by Mr. Morris; and still 
it stands, and progresses with increased 
rapidity, and surmounts all those ‘‘ dykes’’ 
which were supposed would stay its pro- 
gress; so that it will need soon to be refu- 
ted again. The fact is, however, that every 
new refutation accelerates the ‘vapidity of 
the current; for this question cannot be 
discussed without causing an investigation, 
which will enable the truth to triumph. 

On page 10 a synopsis of Mr. Miller’s 
views 1s made to contain the sentiment, 
that the consigning of the wicked to the 
lake of fire and brimstone is the second 
judgment. Mr. Miller in his “ Life and: 
Views,” page 35, expressly calls it “the 
second death ;” and ‘it is so called in. the 
Apocalypse of St. John. 

In the refutation of Mr. Miller’s doctrine, 
his first proposition is, page 11, viz. ‘“‘ The 
Scriptures plainly teach, that under the gospel 
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dispensation, there shall be a unwersal preva- 
lence of Christian principles, the cessation of 
war, and the war spirit, settled tranquility, and 
permanent protection of property and person, 
the outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh, the 
conversion of the Jews and Gentiles, and ther 
incorporation into the Christian church.” . 

This period is to be when the stone cut 
out of the mountain, without hands, shall 
smite the image of Nebuchadnezzar (see 
Dan. 2,) upon the feet, and break ut to 
preces; and which the angel explains,—after 
representing the fourth kingdom dided,— 
under the figure of “the rons of the feet, 
part of iron and part of clay,” Dan. 2: 42, 
as follows: ‘“* And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed ; and the king- 
dom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in preces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand FoREVER.” 

Mr. Morris explains this to be a fifth 
kingdom set up in the last days, i. e. the 
kindom of Christ,—his spiritual kingdom,— 
set up-in the days of the Cesars, and which 
was. to grow till it filled the earth. , 
He says, ‘‘ The time of the establishment 
of this kingdom is marked by the expres- 
sion, ‘and in the days of these, things,’ 1gee 
some of these kingdoms,” page 12, and 
claims that it was to exist in this world, 
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because Daniel said, The great God had 
made known what shall be in the latter days ; 
and attempts to show that the last days, are 
the days of the Messiah. 

No one denies but that the days of the 
apostles were IN the last days, and therefore 
the whole gospel dispensation ; but it will 
be readily seen, that there is a manifest im- 
propriety in calling those days, in which the 
gospel was first preached, the last days, if 
there were to be more days after that, than 
had elapsed before, as there must be for a 
long temporal millenium. And because it 
was made known to Nebuchadnezzar, what 
should be 1n the latter days, it does not 
follow that 1t was this fifth kingdom, for 
‘«the toes of the feet,” ‘part of iron and part 
of potters clay’ which represented the 
division of- the Roman kingdom into ten 
parts, which were “‘partly strong, and partly 
broken,” and their destruction by the 
stone, must all occur 1n the last days; so 
that there is no more necessity for suppos- 
ing this kingdom. to exist: during’ the last 
days, than there is for suppasing: the three 
first kingdoms. to exist-1n the last'days, as 
they also were represented in the same 
vision, in which what was to be in the latter 
days was made known. The fifth kingdom 
‘succeeded the division of the fourth, as rep- 
resented by the ten toes; and it was this 

Oe 
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division of which Daniel was speaking, 
when he said, “and in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom ;” so that there is a manifest impropri- 
ety in dating its commencement before a 
division which it succeeded. Admitting, that 
‘in the days of these kings,” means, “of 
some of these kingdoms,” page 12, it still 
follows, that more than one of them must 
then be in existence; otherwise it should 
read, in the days of one of them, &c. 

The time of the rise of this kingdom is, 
however, fixed in Dan. 7th. In that vision 
the same ‘four kingdoms were represented 
by four great beasts, diverse the one from 
the other. The fourth beast, the angel said, 
was the fourth kingdom. This proves that 
Daniel saw the same that was seen by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, only they were represented 
by different objects.. The fourth beast had 
ten horns, ‘corresponding to the ten toes of 
the image, and which the angel said are — 
ten kings that shall arise. Afterwards an- 

other horn, or king, arose and subdued three 
of them; and into whose hands the saints 
of the Most High were given, for a time, 
times, and the dividing of time. His do- 
minion was then to be taken away, to be 
consumed and destroyed unto the end ; 
when thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit in judgment, and 
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the books were opened. After all these 
events, there was given to the Son of Man, 
**dominion, and glory, and a K1neépom, that 
all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be de- 
stroyed.”’ ‘This kingdom theretore will not 
be set up, until he shall judge the quick, 
and dead, at his appearing, and kingdom.” 
“And the kingdom, and dominion, arith the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High; whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him.” 

This fifth kingdom could not be a king- 
don: which was get up in the days of the 
Cesars, for there was no kingdom then set 
up, unless the gospel can be called a king- 
dom. The spiritual kingdom of God has 
always existed in this world, and therefore 
could not then have been set up; and the 
gospel could not be tar kingdom which 
was to be set up, for that commenced with 
John. Christ says Luke 16: 16, ‘The 
law and the prophets were until John; 
since that time the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man presseth into it.” 
John preached Matt. 3: 2, ‘ saying repent, 
for the kingdom ‘of God is at hand,” and 
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when the time was fulfilled which was to 
precede the Messiah, still Christ preached 
“the kingdom of God is at hand.”? When 
Christ sent out his twelve disciples he said, 
‘‘ And as ye go preach, saying, the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand,” Matt.10:7. And 
when Joseph of Arimathea begged the body 
of Jesus, he still waited for the kingdom of 
God, Mark 15: 43-3 so that the kingdom 
of God was not set up, with the preaching 
of the gospel. Our Savior also taught his 
disciples to pray, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come ;” 
Matt.6: 10. This prayer is still used by 
those who believe it has come; and if there 
were to be a temporal millenium, it would 
still be used to the end of time; which, if 
it had already come, would be inconsistent. 
But this kingdom is not of this world, 
John 18: 363 ‘‘flesh and blood cannot in- 
herit it,” 1Cor. 15: 503 it is a kingdom 
unto which Paul said God would preserve 
him, Col.1: 135; and of which the poor of 
this world, who are rich in faith, are herrs, 
Ja.2:5; and which they will inherit who 
are found at Christ’s right hand, Matt. 25: 
34; when he shall judge the world, at his 
appearing, and his kingdom, 2 Tim.4: 1. 
Mr. Morris, on page 16, says, ‘* The 
growth of a stone into a mountain, is a fig- 
ure, which cannot be applied to represent 
the state of things after the day of judg- 
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ment, and end of the world.” It so happens 
however that Daniel says nothing about the 
growth of the stone. It is nothing but a 
stone when it smites the image upon the /cet, 
and breaks it in pocces. Had the image been 
smitten in the days of the Roman empire, it 
would have been smitten upon the legs, as 
they were the representatives of that king- 
dom. But the stone is to smite the im- 
age upon the feet, and will break it in 
qneces, and it will become lke the chaff 
of the summer threshing floor ;.and_ the 
wind will carry it away, so that no place 
will be found for it; and will consume all 
these kingdoms. ‘These kingdoms were 
not all consumed 1800 years ago; nor have 
they been since; and were there to be a 
millenium which would convert them all, it 
would not consume them; they can never 
be consumed, until they are destroyed at 
the end of the world; and when they are 
consumed, the stone becomes a mountain, and 
fills the whole earth, but not before. 

This kingdom is not only to displace all 
these kingdoms, but .it will stand forever. 
This is illustrated on page 15, as ‘the 
church militant, merging into the church 
triumphant.” But the church ‘ militant” 
has existed in this world ever since the days 
of Abel, and was therefore not set up ‘in 
the days of these kings.’ This kingdom 


14 REVIEW OF 


must therefore be the kingdom, which is to 
be given to the Son of Man, when the An- 
cient of days shall come; and when do- 
minion, and glory, and a Aangdom,: shall be 
given to him; and when the saints of the 
Most High shall take the kingdom, and 
possess the kingdom forever, even forever 
and ever. Dan. 7: 13, 14, 18. 

It may be asked how this kingdom could 
be said to be at hand 1800 years ago, if it 
is not yet set up. Nebuchadnezzar’s image 
represented fouy great kingdoms in succes- 
sion, and the ee cion of the last into ten 
parts, and which was to be succeeded by 
God’s everlasting kingdom. In the days of 
each of those kingdoms, the one, and the 
one only, which was to succeed it, was at 
hand. Inthe days of Persia, the Grecian 
kingdom was at hand; and go in the days 
of the Roman kingdom, the kingdom of God 
was at hand, as it was the fifth kingdom 
which would succeed the fourth, or Roman 
kingdom. It was not only at hand in the 
order of succession, but also in point. of 
time ; 2000 years is no more in proportion 
to 6000, than 2 days are to 6; if it is 
proper then on Friday to say that the Sab- 
bath is at hand ; so during the fifth millen- 
ium, it was proper to say that the seventh 
was at Beep 
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From pages 16 to 21 are various prophe- 
cies to prove a future state of prosperity to 
the church in time; in whichit is claimed 
that every man shall sit under his vine and 
fig tree, and none to molest or make afraid. 
On page 19 he quotes from Joel 2 : 28—32. 
‘And it shall come to pass afterwards, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophe- 
ey, your old men shall dream dreams ;” &c. 
and he makes Peter in Acts 2: 16, to say, 
that this ‘¢ was partzally fulfilled in that out 
pouring of the Spint, which took place on 
the day of Pentecost ;’”” when Peter express- 
ly asserted, that ‘‘ this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel,” &c. On page 
14 he makes Peter to say that it was the 
‘‘completion” of that prophecy; so that if 
he is correct on page 14, he is incorrect on 
page 19. He-says, on page 20, ‘ the phrase 
all flesh, upon which God predicts the Spirit 
should be poured out, means mankind ; 
Ps. exlv. 21, let all flesh bless his holy 
name, i. e. let mankind—the whole human 
race.” Ifthis is correct, and which is not 
denied, and the pouring out of the sperit on 
all flesh, denotes their conversion; then all 
mankind will be converted, and universal 
salvation will prove true; but as all man- 
kind in days past have not been converted, 
the pouring out of the spirit on all flesh, 
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must mean something different from. the 
conversion of all flesh. That prophecy, 
therefore, cannot prove a temporal millen- 
ium of more prosperity to the church, than 
the days which are past. That there is to 
be a time when the knowledge of the Lord 
will cover the earth as the waters do the 
sea—when none shall say to his neighbor 
know ye the Lord, for all shall know him 
from the least unto the greatest---when his 
will shall be done on earth as itis in heaven, 
and when there shall be nothing to hurt or 
destroy in all God’s holy mountain; no be- 


lever in revelation can deny; for, it is 


plainly revealed. But, it is no less plainly 
revealed, that that period cannot be fulfilled 
in time; for Daniel assures us Dan. 7: 2], 
22, that he ‘* beheld, and the same horn 
made war with the saints, and prevaaled 
against them, until the Ancient of days came, 
and judgment was given to the saints of the 
Most High, and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom.’ Every 
man, therefore, cannot sit under his own 
vine and fig tree, with none to molest and 
make afraid, till that time shall arrive ; for 
till then, this persecuting power will prevail 
against the saints. St. Paul in 2 Thess. 2: 
9, says, that the wicked will be destroyed 
by the brightness of Christ’s coming. It 
therefore must continue till then, so that 
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this state of prosperity cannot be before 
Christ’s coming ; and he ‘will judge the 
quick and dead at his appearing.” 2 Tim. 
4:1. Christ assures us, that the gospel of 
this kingdom must be preached in all the 
world, as a wetness to all nations, and then 
shall the end come.’ Matt. 24:14. <As the 
end is to come when it is preached as a 
witness in all nations, it cannot be delayed, 
for 1000 years or more; after they are con- 
verted. / 

In the parable of the tares and the wheat 
in Matt. 13, our Savior says, ‘let both 
(the tares and the wheat) grow together till 
the harvest ;”’ and he assured his disciples, 
that ‘‘ the harvest, is the end of the world ;” 
and that ‘* the tares, are the children of the 
wicked one.’ ‘As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire; so shall 
it be in the end of this world. The Son of 
man shall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity, 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire.” 
As the tares and wheat are to grow together 
till the end of the world, it follows, that 
there cannot be a 1000 years before that 
event in which no tares can grow with the 
wheat. Our Saviour assures us that when 
he comes, Matt. 25th, ‘‘then the kingdom of 
heaven will be likened to ten virgins; 

“te 
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‘“¢and five were wise, and five were fool- 
ish,” &c. Ifthere were no tares with the 
wheat at that time, there could, then be no 
foolish virgins; and as Mr. Morris believes 
in the perseverance of the saints, to be con- 
sistent, he will not claim that the millenial 
saints can fall from their stedfastness. It 
is evident that this glorious state cannot 
occur in time; because no such period is 
mentioned before the resurrection, in any 
of the chains of prophecy, in which a suc- 
cession of events is given, which reach to 
that time. And there is also in all those 
glorious predictions, something to denote 
that it is not temporal prosperity, which is 
predicted. Christ either appears asa judge, 
instead of a mediator; or it is in the new 
earth ; or such predictions are connected 
with the most awful judgments of God; or 
they are everlasting promises, in which their 
sun will no more. go down; nor the ‘moon 
withdraw itself; when the Lord will be 
their everlasting light, and the days of their 
mourning will be ended, &c. &c. ; and which 
fully prove that they are only applicable to 
an eternal and future state. St. Paul as- 
sures us, 2 Tim. 3:12, that he: that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per 
secution. It can therefore not be true, that 
there will be’ more than 1000 years, when 
they that live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
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suffer no persecution. Christ calls us bles- 
sed when men persecute us; and com- 
mands us not to set our affections on this 
world ; but according to the doctrine of a 
temporal millenium, this world is not so 
undesirable after all, and it is blessed not 
to be persecuted. Our Savior informs us 
that the road to heaven is narrow, and few 
find it; while the road to hell is broad, and 
many go down thereat; but the doctrine of 
a temporal millenium reverses it. In Rev. 
7: 14, those who came out of great tribu- 
lation are said to have their robes washed | 
in the blood of the Lamb; but this doctrine 
of atemporal millenium, would add to that 
number, those who came out of no tribula- 
tion. The christian course is compared to 
a ‘warfare,’ a “race,” a strife for the 
mastery, and a continual struggle, in which 
the christian is to watch and pray that he 
may not fall; but this doctrine for 1000 
years reverses the whole of those; and 
mankind will go to heaven as a fnatten of 
course, on flowery beds of ease. Christ 
assures us that in the world, we shall have 
tribulation; and the apostle assures us, that 
through neh tribulation we enter into the 
kingdom of God; but we are told that for 
1000 years eetians will not have tribula- 
tion, and will enter the kmgdom of God 
without. It must therefore allover, that-a 


‘ 


20 REVIEW OF 


doctrine cannot be true which contradicts 
so many and positive declarations of the 
word of God; and that the glorious period 
predicted, when “ the will of God vill be 
done on earth as it is in heaven,” can only 
be fulfilled after the harvest, in the new 
earth; and “wherein,” according to St. 
Peter, 2 Pet. 3: 13, “dwelleth righteou- 
ness,’—as though he intended to gonvey 
the idea that righteousness would never 
dwell in the present earth; and which is 
‘‘reserved unto fire, against the day of 
judgment and perdition “of ungodly men.” 
This ‘new earth,” St. Peter. says, Wwe are 
to look for « according to his promise,” see 
Isaiah 65 © 173 ‘and it is after the ‘old bi 
is melted with fervent heat, and all the 
works therein are burnt up. ‘Then we ex- 
pect the curse will be removed from it ;— 
that instead of the thorn will come up the 
fir tree, and instead of the brier the myrtle ; 
when the wilderness will be like Eden, and 
the desert like the garden of the Lord ; that 
then “the meek will inherit the earth, and 
delight themselves in the abundance of 
peace ;” and theearth “ will be full of the 
glory of God;” that his kingdom will then 
have come; and that his ‘ will,’’ then will 
‘‘be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Great, and learned, and we trust good 
men, attempt to prove that the Bible does 
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not mean just what it says, but something 
a little different; but yet after all their ex- 
positions, the bible stands in all its original 
force ; and no mancan produce a thus saith 
the Lord, that one jot or tittle of his word 
will ever fail, or that there is any safety in 
construing it an a spiritual manner. 


CHAPTER IL. 


EXAMINA'TION OF MR. MORRIS’ FIRST PROPO.- ” 
SITION CONTINUED. 


Tux last clause of his First Proposition 
is “the conversion of the Jews,” ‘and 
their incorporation into the christian 
church ;” and he quotes Hosea3: 4, 5; 
‘For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days, without a king, and without a 
prince, and without a sacrifice, and without 
an image, and without an ephod, and with- 
out a teraphim. Afterward shall the chil- 
dren of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king,” (which 
he admits is Christ,) ‘‘and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the latter days.” 

This he claims is a prediction of the return 
and conversion of the Jews, not yet fulfilled. 
Jacob was called Israel, because he prevailed 
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with God ; and the Apostle assures us, that 
‘call are not Israel who are of Israel ;’” 
those who are Israel according to the defi- . 
nition of the Apostle, are those who prevail 
with God; the carnal Jew, although of 
Israel, is not Israel. We claim that this 
is the only true Israel, and that they now 
do fear the Lord and his goodness in these 
latter days; and that there is no return 
promised to the natural Jew, which has not. 
been fulfilled,—for the following reasons : 

1st, Moses in Deut. 28, predicted a dis- 
persion of Israel, from which there should 
be no return. ‘That their dispersion then 
predicted, was their dispersion by the Ro- 
mans, is evident from the nation that was 
to be brought against them; and from the 
complete fulfilment of that prediction, in the 
destruction of Jerusalem by that nation.” 
‘The Lord shall bring a nation against thee 
from far, from the end of the earth; as 
swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand ; a nation 
of fierce countenance, which shall not regard 
the person of the old, nor show favor to the 
young. This could be no other than the 
Roman nation—the ‘ king of fierce coun- 
tenance, and understanding dark senten- 
ces,” that was predicted in the 8th of Dan. 
to stand up against the PRINCE oF PRINCES, 
and by whose authority Curisr was cru- 
cified. 
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The distress to which the Jews were re- 
duced at that time was a striking fulfilment 
of Moses prediction. **And he shall be- 
siege thee in all thy gates until, thy high 
and fenced walls come down wherein thou 
trusteth throughout all thy land.” ‘“ And 
thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, 
the flesh of thy sons, and of thy daughters 
which the Lord thy God hath given thee, 
in the seige, and in the straitness wherewith 
thine enemies shall distress thee ; so that 
the man that is tender among you, and very 
delicate, his eye shall be evil towards his 
brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, 
and toward the remnant of his children 
which he shall leave, so that he will not 
give to any of them of the flesh of his chil- 
dren whom he shall eat; because he hath 
nothing left him, in the siege, and in the 
straitness wherewith thine enemies shall 
distress thee in all thy gates.. The tender 
and delicate woman among you, which 
would not adventure to set the sole of her 
foot upon the ground for delicateness and 
tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the 
husband of her bosom, and toward her son, 
and toward her daughter,” ‘and toward 
her children which she shall bear; for she 
shall eat them for want of all things, secret- 
ly, in the siege, and in the straitness where- 
with thy enemies shall distress thee in all 
thy gates.” 
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Josephus shows so literal a fulfilment of ~ 
all this, in the affecting discription which he 
gives of the misery and distress to which 
the Jews were reduced in the destruction 
of their city by the Romans, that it would 
seem as if no believer in revelation could 
deny, that this was a preg e of that 
event. 

From this aisineeglia there is no promise 
of a return, as though all their restorations 
having been of no avail they were now to 
be entirely forsaken. Moses also expressly 
says that the ‘‘ Lord shall send upon thee 
cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that 
thou settest thy hand to do, until thou be 
destroyed; and until thou perish quickly.” 
‘‘ And they shall pursue thee until thou 
perish.” «‘ It shall come down upon thee, 


until thou be destroyed.” ‘ And thou shalt 
be oppressed and spoiled evermore 3 and ne 
man shall save thee.” ‘‘And thou shalt be 


only oppressed and crushed alway.” “Thou 
shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, 
and a by-word among all nations, whither 
the Lord shall lead thee.” “And shalt be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.” 

‘The stranger that is within thee shall get 
up above thee very high, and thou shalt 
come down very low.” ‘ Moreover all 
these curses shall come upon thee, and shall 
pursue thee and overtake thee, till thou be 
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destroyed. ” «And they shall be upon thee 
fora sign, and a wonder, and upon thy seed 
flute 2" «And he shall put a yoke of iron 
upon thy neck until he shall have destroyed 
thee.” ““And the Lord shall scatter thee 
among allspeople, from the one end of the 
earth, even unto the other.” ‘* And among 
all these nations shall thou find no ease, 
neither shalt the sole of thy foot have rest, 
but the Lord shall give thee there a tremb- 
ling heart and failing of eyes, and sorrow 
of hinds and thy life shall hang in doubt 
before. Gines and thou shalt fear day and 
night; and shalt have none assurance of 
thy life.’ ‘And ye shall be sold unto your 
enemies for bond men, and bond women, 
and no man shall buy you.” The duration 
of these evils is given in plain and positive 
language, and in the whole of this, Moses 
fifth discourse, there is no intimation of any 
further mercies tll they are finally de- 
stroyed. f 

If therefore, we can place any reliance upon 
the language of prophecy, and if the destruc- 
tion of “Jerusalem was a fulfillment of Mo- 
ses’ prophecy, the Jews, as a nation, can 
ie be restored to their own land. 

2, Isaiah, in predicting the dispersion of 
he we tribespin Isa. 7 2 8, prophesied, that 
‘within three score and five years shall 
Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people;” 
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and in 65 years, Esarhaddou, king of 
Assyria, carried the last of them captive ; 
since which no man has been able to de- 
monstrate that they do exist as a distinct 
people ; and if that could be demonstrated, 
it would falsify Isaiah’s prediction. 

In the return of the Jews from their cap- 
tivity at Babylon, as many of the ten tribes 
as were pleased, doubtless returned ‘with 
them ; as the Assyrian empire Was so uni- 
opheils that they would be embraced with 
the Jews, in that permission to return. All 
the prophets who have been supposed to 
predict their return, lived and wrote prior 
to that captivity. 

As the ten tribes were to ‘‘ be not a peo- 
ple,” and as there was to be no return from 
the dispersion of the Jews by the Romans, 
it follows that in Moses’ discourses, other 
than his fifth, and in the various predictions 
where a return of Israel is spoken of, that 
they must have been fulfilled prior to that 
dispersion; or be applicable only to the 
tne Israel of God. 

. Such a return is sialogatebenlt ‘with ive 
dps ess declarations of the gospel ; the mid- 
dle wall of partition, between Jew and Gen- 
tile, being broken down, to make of the 
twain one new man—and the hour having 
- come when they are neither to worship in 
this mountain, or in Jerusalem, but where 
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true worshipers will worship the Father, in 
spirit and in truth, for he seeketh such to 
worship him. 

4. The Jews, as Jews, have no more ti- 
tle to the land of Canaan, than have the 
Gentiles; because, the promise was made 
to Abraham before circumcision, and to his 
seed ; not through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. And that promise 
being of an everlasting inheritance, both to 
him, and his seed, it has never yet been ful- 
filled ; and can only be in the new earth ; 
for he, and they, ‘all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off,” ;’? there being some 
better thing reserved for us, that they, with- 
out us, should not be made perfect ;” and 
had that been their rest, there would not 
have been another rest promised to the chil- 
dren of God. 

5. That Jerusalem is never to be rebuilt, 
is plain from Dan. 9 : 26,27, where the angel 
informs Daniel that after our Savior’s cru- 
cifixion, ‘‘ the people of the prince that shall 
come, shall destroy the city and sanctuary;” 
‘‘and for the overspreading of abominations 
he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation; and that determined shall 
be poured upon the desolate,” or ‘ the des- 
olators,” as it reads in the margin; which 
must be to the end of time. Our Savior, 
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also, in Luke 21: 24, declares that the Jews 
‘shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations: 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of*the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.’ The times of the Gentiles will 
not be fulfilled until the end of time; so that 
the express declaration of our Savior, with 
all the other evidence which has: been pre- 
sented upon this question, it would seem, 
must forever settle the question, that the 
Jews, as Jews, are never to be restored to 
their former possessions. 

The next quotation he makes isfrom Rom. 
11: 25. ‘For I would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
ye should be wise in your ownconceits, that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, un- 
til the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, 
and so all Israel shall be saved; as it is 
written, there shall come out of Zion the 
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob.” P.22. Mr. Morris contends 
that the Israel to be saved, here spoken of, 
is literal Israel, 1st, because it could be no 
mystery to the believers, ‘that all;who com- 
pose spiritual Israel should be saved.” p. 
23. Itis evident, however, that the myste- 
ry which the apostle unfolded to them, was 
not that fact, but that blindness in part had 
happened to the Jews. © 
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His 2nd argument is, that ‘ the Israel ° 

mentioned by the apostle, is not the spiritu- 
al Israel, but distinguished from them, as 
the blinded, unbelieving Israel.” That they 
are represented as ‘‘blinded,” as ‘ under 
spiritual slumber,” ‘who stumbled at that 
stumbling stone,” who “are that Israel 
whose casting away was the riches of the 
world, whose diminution was their full- 
ness,” the ‘ Israel according to the flesh,” 

‘“‘the branches broken off,” who believed, 
not,” **and who are enemies to the gospel 
for the Gentiles’ sake,’ page 24; and he 
might have forcibly added, that they are 
the Israel who are no longer Israel, who are 
of Israel, but are not Israel. He adds, 
‘¢' This is the Israel of whom it is asserted, 
‘“‘ they shall be saved, and engrafted again 
into their own olive tree from which they 
were broken off because ofunbelief.” Itis, 
however, not asserted that they shall be 
grafted in again, but only, if they continue 
not in unbelief; the rr being as much acon- 
dition as when Christ said, ‘‘ Ir I will that 
he tarry till [come, what is that to thee.” 
It therefore does not follow that the Israel 
who are blind, are the Israel who will be 
saved. 
He argues, in the 3d place, that ‘ the 
whole scope and train of remark throughout 
the chapter,” favors his interpretation ; and 
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Ath, that ‘* the blindness which is said to 
continue upon them until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in, cannot be applied to 
spiritual Israel.” Page 25. It is not neces- 
sary that it should be, for the blindness in 
part that has happened to that Israel, is to 
continue until the fullness (pleroma) of the 
Gentiles be come in. As aux the Gentiles 
are not to be converted, the fullness of them 
must denote the full number of'them who 
are to be saved, and the completion of their 
coming in, the end of their coming in, and 
which will not be till the end of the world; 
when will also the fullness of their times be 
completed. And then also the fullness of 
the Jews, or full number of them who are 
to be saved will also have come in; and 
when the fullness of the Gentiles, or full 
number of them who are to be saved have 
come in, there can no more come in, and 
probation must end. The ‘ fall” of the 
Jews, and the ‘diminishing of them,” and 
‘‘the casting away ofthem,”’ cannot be their 
dispersion as anation ; for the apostle speaks 
of it as something which had already then 
taken place ; and therefore the receiving of 
them cannot be their restoration to Judea. 
Again, it cannot denote their fall as a na- 
tion into a state of unbelief, from which it 
was anpossible for them to escape; for the 
apostle assures us, that there was then ‘no 
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difference between the Jew and the Greek ; 
for the same Lord over all, is rich unto all 
that call upon him.” That God had ‘in- 
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all;” and he will render 
‘‘ olory, honor, and peace, to every man 
that worketh good, to the Jew first, and al- 
so to the Gentile.”’ ‘* For whosoever shall 
call u aes the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’ Their “fall” and “diminishing,” 
&c. therefore, must have been their fall 
from the peculiar privileges they enjoyed as 
the chosen people of God, so that they were 
from thenceforth to be on a level in respect 
to salvation, with all other nations. 

That the Israel of whom all will be saved 
is not the Jewish nation, is clear; other- 
wise every individual Jew willbe saved ; 
but some of that nation will be cast out, and 
therefore all of that Israel cannot be saved. 
The apostle assures us, that ‘“ he is not a 
Jew which is one outwardly-; neither is that 
circumcision which isoutward in the flesh: 
but he is a Jew; which is one inwardly ; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and notin the letter ; whose praise is 
not of men but of God.” ‘ For they. are 
not all Israel, that are of Israel ; neither be- 
cause they are of the seed of Abraham are 
they all children.” ‘ They which are the 
children of the flesh, these are not the chil- 
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dren of God, but the children of the prom- 
ise are counted for the seed.” ‘“ For if the 
inheritance be of the law, it is no more of 
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. Wherefore then serveth the law? 
It was added because of transgressions, till 
the SzEp should come, to whom the prom- 
ise was made. These declarations take 
away all hope from the natural. seed as 
such. | B... 

‘¢ Blindness in part,” could not have hap- 
pened to the Jews as a nation, but only 
as individuals ; for many of the nation did 
not reject the gospel. The primitive church 
contained .great multitudes of believing 
Jews, so that God did not cast away his 
people whom he foreknew, but only those 
whom he did not foreknow. Those who 
by unbelief were broken off, were no longer 
a part of Israel, and all who. believed, 
whether Jew or Gentile, were engrafted in, 
and formed a part of the true Israel, and 
stood by faith; therefore the time when 
they were to be grafted in, 7fthey continued 
not in unbelief, was not necessarily a re- 
mote period, but would always enable them 
toembrace the gospel, whenever they would 
turn to God. 

If we are to believe the gospel, there is 
no. difference in the conditions of salvation be- 
tween the Jews and Gentiles ; and it is no 
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less true that blindness in part has happen- 
ed to the Gentiles, than that it has to the 
Jews. Ifthe Jews embrace the gospel, it 
can only be as individuals, like the Gen- 
tiles ; and they can never form a new olive 
tree, but willas they believe and renounce 
their Judaism, become a part of the origi- 
nal olive tree, from whence they were bro- 
ken off; and they are then no longer 
_ Jews. aay) 

On page 22, he says the apostle * tells 
them the Jews have been partially rejected 
from the church of God, but that took place 
mm order that the Gentiles might be introdu- 
cedinto it.” But is it true that they were re- 
jected from the church of God, that the Gen- 
tiles might be introduced in? Had every 
individual Jew believed, it would have been 
none the less impossible for the .Gen- 
tiles to believe. ‘Ihe Gentiles were intro- 
duced in by the breaking down of the mid- 
dle wall of partition, which existed between 
them and the Jews; and by the Jews be- 
ing no longer the only members of the true 
Israel. And if their fall, or the opening of 
the door to all, was the riches of the world, 
what will their fullness be, when all who 
constitute the true Israel are received into 
the new earth? when the Deliverer shall 
come out of Zion to turn away ungodliness 
‘trom Jacob? “For,” headds, ‘this ismy 
covenant with them, when I shall take away 
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their sins.” This clause alone would seem 
to fix the t2meof that event; for inthis world 
we have no assurance that all Christians 
will be fully sanctified, but then all their 
sins will be takenaway. And as Christ had 
already appeared once when Paul wrote, 
and as when he appears the second time, 
he will come to judge the world, it must fol- 
low, that the coming of the Deliverer out of 


Zion, to which Paul referred, when all Is-. 


rael will be sayed, must be when he ap- 
pears the second time without sin unto,sal- 
vation, to all those who look for him ; and 
when all that are in their graves shall hear 
the voice of the Son of Man, and come 
forth; so that Paul might well inquire, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead? Rom. 11: 153 and in the 
manner described in Ezek. 37: 12-14. ‘‘Be- © 
hold O my people, I will open your graves, 
and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Israel.. And 
ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have opened your graves-O my people, and 
brought you up out of your graves ; and 
shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
live, and I shall place you in your own land; 
then shall ye know that I the Lord have 
spoken it, and performed it, saith the 
Lord.” 

It therefore follows that there is nothing 
in his first proposition which will justify us 
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s 
in saying in our hearts, “my Lord delay- 
eth his coming.” Matt. 24:48. And if his 
first proposition is unsound, there is nothing 
in any of the remaining propositions which 
will prevent the second advent of our Lord 
from being ‘ near even at the doors.” 


CHAPTER Ill. i 


MR. MORRIS’ SECOND PROPOSITION—EXAM- 
INED. 


His second Proposition is, that “ The 
Scriptures teach us, that there is but one resur- 
rection, and one judgment ; that both are un- 
versal, including the gust and the unjust, and 
that the second advent of Christ 1s immediately 
connected with them, and not separated from 
them a 1000 years. Page 27. 

His argument is, that the resurrection 
“is spoken of as one event; Matt. 22: 30. 
In the resurrection they neither marry,’’ 
&c., “not in the resurrections ;” and that 
the apostle preached ‘‘ the resurrection of 
the dead, not the resurrections.”’ Ih. 

The force of the above is lost, when we 
consider that those who in the resurrection 
did not marry, &c., were to be like ‘the an- 
gels in heaven,” therefore the resurrection 
ofthe wicked could not be included, but 
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" only those who have part in the first resur- 
rection. It would also be none the less a 
resurrection of the dead, whether they are 
raised at one time, or at many, than the de 

parting from this world at various times, is 
' the death of the living; and this will apply 
to all the instances where it 1s spoken of in 
the singular number. He attempts to evade 
the force of the “ resurrection of life, and 
resurrection of damnation,’ John 5: 29, 
and the passage ‘‘there shall be a resur- 
rection of the dead, both of the just and un- 
just.” Acts. 24:15. Now we freely ad- 
mit, that there is nothing in those or kindred 
texts, which prevents the resurrection of 
both classes trom bemg one event, with 
‘¢ an order as to dignity and time in the res- 
urrection ;’’ “in which christians will be 
raised before sinners,’’ &c. which he ad- 
mits, page 29. If we are not obliged to un- 
derstand the two events to be separated a 
1000 years, by the 20th of Rev., those who 
believe in the second advent near, would at 
once consider it as one event. That there 
is “* an order as to time” he admits: if then 
he can prove, that it is one event, we free- 
ly admit it; but if we can show that 1000 
years intervene, it will equally harmonise 
with the texts quoted ; and nothing in these 
texts demonstrates either position. ‘To prove 
the resurrection is one event, he quotes 
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Deut. 12: 2. “ Many that sleep in the dust 
of the sal shalBawake; some to everlas- 
ting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt;’’ and also the following texts 5 
“¢ Marvel not at this; for the hour is com- 
ing, in the which all that are in their graves 
chal hear his voice and shall come forth; 
they that have done good unto the resurrec- 
tion of life; and they that have done evil 
unto the résurrection of damnation,” John 
5: 28, 29. ‘Since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For asin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every 
man in his own order, Christ the first fruits, 
afterward they that are Christ’s at his com- 
ing.’ .1 Cor. 15: 21-23. Page 28. 

In the texts just quoted is the whole 
strength of the argument to prove that it is 
one event ; and any candid interpretor must 
admit that there is nothing there which dis- 
proves a thus saith the Lord, that ‘the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand years were finished. Pur Rev. 2BOswoy 

Mr. Morris argues that if the apostle in 
1 Cor. 15: 21--23, ‘is discoursing about 
the resurrection a the saints exclusively, 
then the resurrection of the saints will be 
the destruction of death,” page 29; because 
in verse 26th it 1s asserted, that ‘ the last 
cnemy that is to be destroyed is death ;” 
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and so Gog and Magog cannot be destroyed 
by death at the end of fhe 1000 years in 
Rev. 20. St. Paul says expressly, that 
Christ is ‘the first fruits; afterward they 
that are Christ's at his coming.” But are all 
Christ’s at his coming ? if'so, all will be sav- 
ed; but as they are not, it must also follow, 
that still afterward will be raised those who 
are not Christ’s at his coming; and though 
that may be delayed 1000 years, the resur- 
rection will not be completed till all are 
raised, and then ‘the last enemy that will 
be destroyed is death.” . 
He says ‘the Gog and Magog of Rev. 
are cut off by fire from heaven, and surely 


itis only material bodies that can be de- 


stroyed by fire. Spirits being incorporeal 
are indestructable ; therefore this army of 
impious nations is destroyed by death.” 
Page 29. 

The universalist might reason in the same 
manner respecting the destruction of the soul 
an eternal fire. Our fathers believed in a 
devouring fire, which never consumed—that 
the soul would be destroyed in hell, and die 
a death that would never die; but if Mr. 
Morris’ argument is correct, our fathers 
were mistaken. There can, therefore, be 
nothing in that argument which limits the 
resurrection to one event. 

His next argument is, that “the resurrec- 
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tion will be connected with the second com- 
ing of Christ.” Ib. It is difficult to under- 
stand how it should be disconnected from 
his coming, by not being completed for 1000 
years ; when Christ comes at thecommence- | 
ment, and is present till the close of the 
1000 years. 

He then, page 30, attempts to prove that 
Rev. 20: 4--6, does net mean what rt says. 
‘‘ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them ; 
and I saw the souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the werd of God, and which had not wor- 
shipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had reccived his mark upon their foreheads — 
or in their hands; and they lived and reign- 
ed with Christ a thousand years. But the 
rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. ‘This is the 
fitst resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 
that hath part in the first resurrection : on 
such the second death hath no power , but 
they shall be priests of God, and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 

This he understands to be a figurative 
resurrection—* the resurrection of the faith 
and piety of the martys, the reviving of their 
spirit in the church, and animating the race 
- of Christians who will live during the mil- 
lenium.? Page35. He interprets it by an 
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exposition, which is doubtless called an ex- 
planation (?): but the text itself is more 
plain without than with the explanation. 
Wherever mystical, spiritual, and figura- 
tive interpretations are substituted for the 
literal reading of those texts, which contain 
nothing inconsistant in themselves, they are 
rather mystifications, than explanations. 
He interprets this figuratively, because 
there is mueh in the book of Rey. that is 
figurative. But because a part is figurative, 
to claim that all is, even where there is no 
necessity for so mterpreting it, is begging 
the question. He quotes the case of John 
the Baptist, who was the ‘“ Elias which was 
for to come,’’ as proof, that the martys will 
live in the millenial saints ; or that it is cal- 
led a resurrection of the martyrs, because 
then, Christians will possass the spirit of 
the martys. Page 32. He does not explain 
how Christians can then possess a spirit of 
martyrdom, or why it is necessary that they 
should possess such a spirit, when they can- 
not be called upon to suffermartyrdom.: Al- 
though John the Baptist was called Elias, 
it is also true that ‘“ Elias the prophet,” 
“the Tishbite,” did come in his own proper 
person, at Christ’s transfiguration , and thus 
the prophecy of Malachi, 4: 5. ‘“ Behold I 
will send you Elijah the prophet, before the 
eoming of the great and dreadful day of the 
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Lord,” &c., was literally fulfilled; so that 
if the argument is good for anything, this 
may also be literally fulfilled. And there- 
fore the ‘‘ danger’’ may not consist in a lite- 
ral interpretation, but in a figurative. There 
may be, also, more safety in erring, if we 
take God at his word, as he has said ; than 
if we err by distrusting that word, and re- 
fuse to believe that God has fully expressed 
his meaning, and so interpret it figu- 
ratively. 

His reasons for interpreting that portion 
of scripture figuratively, is ‘‘ because it is a 
resurrection of the souls of the martyrs,” 
“« not of their bodies.” Page 34. But it says 
“they lived,’’ and “ the rest of the dead liv- 
ed not again until the 1000 years were fin- 
ished.”” They must, therefore, live in a 
different sense from what they had lived be- 
fore that event, and also ina different sense 
from the rest of the dead who lived not 
again, &c. The souls of the rest of the 
dead were at that time alive, so that the 
souls of those who lived again, must include 
their bodies. If because the word *“ souls’? 
only is used, it is logical to infer that their 
bodies were not raised, it will follow, that 
when God formed man, and “ he became a 
living soul,” Gen. 2: 7, that his body was 
not then created ; also that the “ eight souls” 
that “‘ were saved” in the ark, 1 Pet.3: 20, 
were disembodied spirits; and that the - 
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three score: and six souls, Gen. 46: 26, that 
went with Jacob into Egypt, left their bod- 
ies behind in the land of Canaan. Such a 
reason cannot be satisfactory, and an expo- 
sition that requires such reasons to sustain 
it must be far fetched and unnatural. 

2. His next reason is, that ‘* The restora- 
tion ofthe church to a higher standard of pi- 
ety, from a state of depression and dead- 
ness, 1s represented in the scriptures as a 
resurrection from the dead.” Page 35. We 
are sometimes said to be dead in sin, and to 
be risen with Christ by faith, &c. ; but how 
can that be applied in this case ? for itis the 
martyrs who are raised, and they cannot be 
said to be dead in sin; nor can they be re- 
generated after they have lain in their 
graves. ‘There is no congruity in allego- 
ries so applied. In proof of his position, he 
quotes Isa. 26:19, ‘ thy dead men shall 
live, together with my dead body shall they 
arise ;’ and Ezek. 37: 13,14, ‘“ And ye 
shall know that Iam the Lord, when Ihave 
opened your graves Omy people and 
brought you up out of your graves, and shall 
put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and 
I shall place you in your own land ;” and, 
Romans 11:15, where the receiving of i 
rael ‘is said to be life from the dead.” 
Page 35. 

If those three passages of scripture can 
be interpreted figuratively, so that a resur- 
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rection from the dead cannot be proved from 
them, the infidel will find it no difficult task 
to demonstrate that a resurrection from the 
dead is not proved by the Bible ;. for the 
same arguments which would prove those 
passages to be understood figuratively 
would also prove that any text in which 
a resurrection is referred to, should be in- 
terpreted in the same manner ; even the 
resurrection of Christ.can be thus explain- 
ed away, for the record of that event 1s less 
direct than are these ; and ifthe: dead rise 
not, then is our preaching vain, and the 
Sadducees were in the right. 

3. His third argument is, that ‘the first 
resurrection is one which takes place before 
the general resurrection, or the resurrection 
of all who sleep in the sea and the earth, 
and whose souls are in the invisible world,” 
Rev. 20:11, 15, page 363 and that it 
therefore cannot be understood literally. 

There is, however, nothing said about the 
earth giving up the dead therein contained, 
and our remarks respecting the sea giving 
up its dead, we shall reserve in reply to his 
fitth proposition. All that can be made of 
the resurrections preceding the judgment, 
is that in the 20th of Rev., the order of the 
two resurrections are first given, and then 
the judgment of the righteous and also of 
the wicked are described... Because one is 
described first, it does not follow that it pre- 
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cedes the other; or that the judgment of 
the righteous, in verse 12th, ‘does not syn- 
chronize with the first resurrection, and the 
judgment of the wicked, in the 13th verse, 
with their resurrection. 

He claims that the Judgment is one event, 
because God “hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world ;” and ‘ we 
must all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ ;” and ‘every one of us shall give an 
account of himself before God.” But it 

will be none the less true that we shall all 
stand there and give an account, if we are 
not all there at the same time. And re- 
ave specting the day in the which Christ will 
~ judge the world, St. Peter exhorts us not to 
be ignorant of this one thing, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day. 2 Peter 3: 8. 
Another argument he uses, is that ‘ the 
judgment will take place at the coming of 
Christ, and is immediately connected with 
that event, and not separated from it a thou- 
sand years,” page 37. That Christ will 
judge the guck and the dead at his appear- 
ing, and his kingdom, need not be admit- 
ted; for it is a point which none who be- 
lieve in a future judgment will be disposed 
to deny; but it is denied that the judgment 
is necessarily one event. Matt. 25: 31—33, 
is referred to in proof; ‘*‘ When the Son of 
Man shall come in his glory, and all the 
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holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory, and before him shall 
be gathered all nations ; and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left.” Mr. Morris will 
doubtless admit that his argument, on page 
44, when he considers the term nations in- 
applicable to the dead, to be correct ; and 
therefore all nations, who are assembled 
before Christ when he appears, can have 
reference only to the nations of the living. 
That such is the case here, is evident, from 
other considerations. ‘There is nothing said 
here about a resurrection of the dead; a nt 
we know from other testimony, that when 
Christ comes, all nations who are then on 
the earth will be assembled before him, 
and that they will be separated, the right- 
eous from the wicked, and the righteous 


will be caught up in the air tobe at Christ’s 


right hand, while the wicked will be left to 
be burned. ‘T'o include the dead who are 
not said to be here, would contradict the 


20th of Revelation ; and it is contrary to 


the rules of sound interpretation, to make a 


mere implication, contradict a plain asser- | 


tion. ‘The foregoing texts, therefore, must 

be a discription of the separation of the 

guick, when Christ comes; tor the dead will 

be already separated ; and cannot limit the 
Ge fy 
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judgment to one event. The judgment de- 
scribed in Rev. 20th, is adduced as proof 
of its being one event, 12th verse. “And 
I saw the dead small and great stand before 
God; and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the book 
of life; and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books 
according to their works. 

13—15 verses, ‘‘ And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it; and death and 
hell gave up the dead which were im them, 
and they were judged every man according 
to their works; and death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life, was cast into 
the lake of fire.” ie 

His argument that in these texts, both 
classes of the dead are described, none wilh 
deny ; but that does not prove the event one. 
It is evident that the 12th verse includes all 
the righteous, and those only ;_ for the small 
are there included with the great, and the 
book of life is opened, and then none are 
cast into the lake of fire. This may syn- 
chronize with the first resurrection. In what 
follows, when the sea, death, and hell give 
up their dead, there is no mention of the 
book of life; nor are the small included ; 
and those who are not found in the book of 
life are cast into the lake of fire. This 
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seems to make it synchronize with the de- 
vouring of Gog and Magog by fire from 
heaven, described in verse 9th; so that 
that destruction would be’ their second 
death, and does away with his argu- 
ment about the indestructability of spir- 
its, on page 29. 

In addition to the direct assurance that 
John gives us in the 20th of Rev., that “the 
rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished,” there is 
much in the scriptures which more readily 
harmonises with the theory of the resurrec- 
tion of the righteous and that of the wicked 
being two events, than when they are con- 
sidered as one. In the 3d of Philippians, 
St. Paul informs us that he ‘suffered the 
loss of all things,” &c., that he might ‘ win 
Christ ;”’ and ‘know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings being made conformable unto his 
death ; if by any means I might attain ‘unto ~ 
the resurrection of the dead, ; or ¢ from the 
dead,” as some read it. Now it would seem 
that St. Paul could have no fear lest he 
should not attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead, if all are raised in the first resur- 
rection. This resurrection therefore to 
which Paul refers must be what none could 
attain unto but the righteous. 

1 Cor. 15 : 21—23, “For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resur- 
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rection of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, afterwards they that 
are his at his coming.” It seems plainly 
intimated in this text that the resurrection 
at the coming of Christ, will consist exclu- 
sively of those who are his; and as the 
resurrection of Christ, is here included in 
the resurrection of the dead, and occurred 
1800 years before the resurrection of those 
who are his, it 1s not inconsistent for the res- 
urrection of those who are not his, to be 
delayed one thousand years; and when the 
resurrection of Christ, those who are his, 
and ‘those who are not his, is completed, 
‘¢then cometh the end,’ &c. 

1 Thess. 4: 16, ‘‘ For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first.’ ‘The word first without doubt 
implies that the dead in Christ will be raised 
betore the living are changed, so that all 
the righteous might ascend together ; but if 
the wicked are raised at the same time, why 
should it be limited only to the dead m 
Christ who are raised first, before the right- 
eous are changed? 

In the 13th oF Mark, when our Lord spake 
of this great event at his coming, he says— 


‘¢ And then shall they see the ‘Son of Man 
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coming in the clouds of heaven, with power 
and great glory. And then shall he send 
his-angels, and shall gather his ELEcT from 
the four winds; from the uttermost part of 
earth to the uttermost part of heaven.” 
The apostle doubtless understood this gath- 
ering of the elect, to include all the righteous 
dead and living; for in 2 Thess. 2: 1, he 
says, “‘ Now we beseech you brethren by 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our gathering together unto him,” &c. If all 
are gathered at the coming of Christ, it is 
singular that the elect only are mentioned. 

Our Lord, in Luke 21: 36, exhorted the 
disciples to ‘‘ watch therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. It 
all stand before him at the same time, why 
should they strive to be worthy of that 
honor ? 

Isaiah says, 26:19, ‘“* Thy dead men 
shall live, together with my dead body shall 
they arise,” as though all would not arise 
with him. And Daniel was told that he 
should ‘stand in” his ‘ lot at the end of the 
days,’”’ as though such an assurance, would 
strengthen his confidence in the possession 
of God’s favor. f 

In Luke 14: 14, our Lord assures his 
children, that they shall ‘be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just ;”? and in Luke 
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20: 35, 36, he calls them who are “ ac- 


counted worthy to obtain that world,” “ the 
children of the resurrection.” 

Paul in Heb. 11: 35, alludes to a‘ better 
resurrection,” that the righteous strove to 
attain unto. These with many other por- 
tions of scripture make it evident, that the 
first resurrection, is the resurrection unto 
which christians in the days of Paul strove 
to attain. 

In Malachi 4: 3, it is expressly asserted 
that the proud, and all that do wickedly, 
shall be ashes under the goles of the feet of 
the righteous. They cannot be ashes until 
they are burned, and unless the righteous 


are first raised the wicked will not be ashes 


under their feet. This therefore imphes a 
state between the two events. 

If such declarations as the above in the 
scriptures have no meaning, it will be in 
vain to. demonstrate any position from the 
word of God. His second proposition may 
therefore be considered as not delaying the 
coming of the Bridegroom. 3 
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CHAPTER IV. 


MR. MORRIS’ THIRD PROPOSITION EXAMINED. 


His Third Proposition is ‘* The new heavens 
and earth are not created until the millenium of 
1000 years is completed, and the last yudgment has 
taken place, they are the habitation of holiness 
and the holy, and Satan and Sinners neither 
obtain admission, much less exercise influence m 
them,” page 40. 

He quotes in proof that ‘this present 
earth and heaven do not ar si} until 
the last judgment,” Rev. 20: ‘¢ And I 
saw a great white throne and hin that sat 
upon it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away, and there was found no 
place for them.” It seems, however, that 
the earth and heavens had fled away ac- 
cording to this text before the judgment of 
either class there referred to; so that 
whether the judgment is one event, or sep- 
arated one thousand years, the present earth 
will flee away first, and a new one be crea- 
ted in its place. The 12th verse seems to 
describe the righteous and them only and 
synchronizes with the first resurrection ; and 
the 13—15 with the last. 

He quotes 2 Peter 3: 7, 10---12, ‘ But 
the heavens and the earth which are now, 
are reserved unto fire against the pay of 
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judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.” 
‘‘ But the pay of the Lord will come asa 
thief in the night ; -in the which the heavens 
shall pass away witha great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also; and the works that are therein 
shall be burnt up. Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what: manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the pay of God ; wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat,” p. 41; and adds, that ‘Peter expressly 
declares in these words, that our present 
earth and heavens remain until the day of 
judgment, which as we have proved, will not 
be until the thousand years are comple- 
ted,” page 41. Ashe has failed to prove 
that point, it only follows that this earth will 
continue till the pay of judgment. And 
Peter, when speaking of this day, exhorts us 
in the Sth verse (and which Mr. Morris has 
omitted to quote, although between the 
verses of the quotation which he has just 
made,) not to be rgnorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 
If then, ‘‘ one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years,” and the rest of the dead 
live not until the thousand years are finish-. 
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ed,” and this earth is only to continue until 
that day, it will not follow that it will con- 
tinue until the close of it. 

Another argument he uses, is, that “John 
does not speak of the new heavens and 
earth until he has described” ‘the reign of 
the saints with Christ a thousand years,” 
page 41. It will be unnecessary to go into 
a labored argument to prove that all the 
events predicted in the book of Revelation 
do not succeed each other in the order in 
which they are described ; but synchronize 
with other events, the description of which 
precede, and follow them. Even Mr. Mor- 
ris so interprets other parts of that book, ~ 
for on page 72, he makes Rev. 11: 15, syn- 
chronize with Rev. 20: 6. As such an 
argument makes him inconsistent with him- 
self, it can be of no force in the present in- 
stance. 

His remaining argument on this point is, 
that ‘‘ this new state is characterized as one 
of consumate and enduring holiness,” that 
therein ‘‘ dwelleth righteousness, that in the 
new Jerusalem state ‘ there shall in no wise 
enter it anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie; but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of Life,’? whose “ tears’’ will 
be “‘ wiped away,” and where shall be no 
more death,’ &c. He therefore argues, that. 
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*¢ sin and sinners are forever banished from 
the new earth,” page 42. 

It is, however, not said that nothing shall 
enter the new se that defileth, &c. si DIE 
that they shall not enter wethin the holy city, 
which is in the new earth ; and it is expressly 
-said, that “without, are dogs, and sorcerors,”’ 
&c. ‘* and whosoever loveth and maketh a 
Ne, ev. 222°15. Again, in. Rey. 26:9, 
it is said, that Gog and Magog encompass 
the holy city; and as that can only be in 
the new earth, that must have been already 
created. Mr. Morris claims that the ‘“ holy 
city” is not the beloved city ; but that the 
beloved city, which the wicked encompass, 
Rey. 20: 9, is the church of God. It is 
j evident. that the beloved city cannot be the 
De churcl of God, for the wicked are all out- 
side of the ‘beloved city, while they are to 
be. found within the church of God; and 
our Saviour commanded to let the tares and 
wheat grow together ull the end of the world, 
Matt.13: 30; but here they are all sepa- 
rated. As that separation, according to 
Matt. 25 : 52, cannot take place till “Christ 
shall come My the glory of his Father,” it 
follows, that, that event must precede the 
one thousand years here predicted. It is 
also difficult to imagine how the church 
militant, with all its imperfections, can be 
a city more beloved of God, than the church 
triumphant--- the bride the Lamb’s wife, 
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which Christ will present to his Father with- 
out spot or wrinkle. 

The idea that the wicked could accom- 
plish nothing in the new earth is advanced 
as a reason why they should not expect to 
to do, and therefore should attempt nothing 
there; but John explains that, for he says 
the devil deceived them; and they were most 
egregiously deceived, for they accomplished 
just nothing at all but their own destruction 
in the second death. If it is asked how 
they could be deceived again, after being 
deceived by Satan so often, it will be enough 
to give the testimony of John, that they were 
deceived. If nothing could be attempted 
by the wicked, but what they could succeed 


in, they would be a less wicked race ; even — 


rebellion would never have entered heaven. 
If this is correct reasoning, there is nothing 
under this proposition, which can delay the 
coming of our Lord. 


CHAPTER V. 


MR. MORRIS’ FOURTH PROPOSITION—EXAMI- 
NED. 


His 4th Proposition, is, ‘ The imhabit- 
ants of the earth who live during the millenium, 
or the 1000 years, will be fallible, capable of 
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beng deceived, and masled by temptation.”— 
Page 43. 

His argument is, that the nations are ina 
state of probation, because Satan is shut up, 
‘“‘ that he may deceive the nations no more, 
ill the thousand years should be fulfilled.” 
- It has never been shown that the saints in 
heaven would be any less lable to decep- 
tion than man, if they were to encounter the 
same temptations, and had only the same re- 
sources. ‘That angels can fall from their 
high estate, is certain from the great aposta- 
cy which once took place in heaven ; and 
the very reason why saints and agels will 
. not fall, may be, because they are deliver- 
ed east all temptation. The devilis shut — 
up that he may not deceive those who have 
part in the first resurrection ; they there- 
fore cannot be deceived by him. If then, 
they who live during the 1000 years, are 
already blessed and holy, and cannot be 
deceived; how can they be said to be in a 
state of probation, as Mr. Morris contends 
they are? As those only are on trial who 
are subject to temptation, it follows, that. 
those who live during the 1000 cats are 
not on probation. 

Mr. Morris says, “‘ Furthermore, the term 
nations is wholly inapplicable to mankind 
during the 1000 years, unless they exist as 
they are now constituted. On the hypothe- 
sis we are considering, the distinction of 
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nations is done away, the human race has 
become one community.” Page 44. On 
page 37, in his quotation from the 25th of 
Matt., he has the term * all nations’? in ital- 
ics, to prove that a general judgmentis there 
described. If the phrase all nations there 
proves that the dead are included with the 
living, it is not inapplicable to the: risen 
dead. The term nations, however, is appli- 
ed by John to the saints in the new Jerusa- 
lem, who Mr. Morris. admits are not in pro- 
bation. ‘And the nations of them which 
are saved shall walk in the light of it: and 
the kings of the earth do bring their glory 
and honor into it,’’ Rev. 21: 49; ‘and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations,” 22:2; ‘“‘and they shall bring the 
glory and honor of the nations into it,” 21: 
26. The term nations is therefore perfectly 
applicable to the subjects of the first resur- 
rection; and, also, of the second. 

He argues, that the nations, that Satan 
goes out todeceive, are not the wicked rais- 
ed at the end of the 1000 years, but “ the 
nations that are in the four quarters of the 
earth,” i. e. “the nations whom he was 
not permitted to deceive fora 1000 years.” 
Page 44. ‘To maintain that argument, Mr. 
Morris must take one of two positions; e1- 
ther, that at the end of the 1000 years, Sa- 
tan deceives those who had part in the first 
resurrection, or that the wicked nations 
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must have continued inthe four quarters of 
_ the earth during the 1000 years. ‘That the 
sed nations ‘could not so continue, is ev- 

from his own reasoning ; for on page 
he claims that the world cannot end in 
18438, because ‘ there are entire nations” that 
have not received the Holy Spirit. If that 
is an obstacle now, it will be equally an ob- 
stacle to the termination of the world at the 
end of the 1000 years, if entire nations of 
the wicked continue in the four quarters of 
the earth, with no devil to deceive them, 
during that period. And as all who lived 
at the commencement of the 1000 years 
were blessed and holy, and as the rest of 
the dead lived not again until their termi- 
nation, it must follow, that those wicked 
‘nations could not have continued in the 
earth during that time. 

Neither can the nations that Sah a part. 
in the first resurrection be those who are de-" 
ceived by Satan; for they are all blessed 
and holy, the second death will have no 
power over them, and they are to be priests 
of God. As “the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finish- 
ed, it implies that they fad all lived once, 
are then dead, and will live agam at the end 
ofthe 1000 years. They therefore must be 
raised from the dead. They are said to be in 
numbers like the ‘sands of the sea.” If 
the millenial saints are deceived in such. 
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numbers, how can Mr. Morris reconcile it 
with his doctrine of the final perseverance 


of the saints? “They went.up on the .~ 


breadth of the earth,” as though they had 
not previously been there, but came in a 
mass from some great receptacle of the 
dead; ‘‘and compassed the camp. of the 
saints, the beloved city.” As the righteous 
are at this time all within the city, and as 
the wicked are all without, it follows that 
the separation which was not to take place 
until the coming of Christ, as in Matt. 25 ° 
32, had already taken place ; so that Christ 
came previous to that event, and which can 
therefore not occur in time. The nations, 
therefore, who are deceived by Satan, are 
the wicked dead who.are raised at the end 
of the 1000 years. His idea, on page 45, 
that this view of the subject represents the 
wicked as being raised by ‘ the Son of 
God, to be let loose upon the people of God 


in an immortal state, is not consonant 


with this theory. For they are not raised | 


to attack the saints, the saints being all se- 
cure within the city, and there is no evi- 
dence that they anticipate any evil from this 
movement of the wicked; neither is there 
any battle. The wicked are evidently only 
permitted to make their last display of mal- 
ice against the saints, that in their destruc- 
tion, the justice of God may be the more 
manifest, when fire comes down from God 
out of heaven to devour them, 
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CHAPTER VI. 

‘ 

MR. MORRIS’ FIFTH PROPOSITION—EXAMI- 
NED. 


His 5th Proposition is that “ The 1000 
years belong to this world, because the sea re- 
mains, contamimng the dead that are in it until 
the gudgment---Rev. 20 3 13, whereas in the 
new earth there is no sea.” Page 45. 

The idea here i is, that as the sea gives up 
its dead at the end of the 1000 years, and 
as there is no sea in the new earth, that the 
new earth cannot have been erento at the 
commencement of the 1000 years. This he 
doubtless considers as an unanswerable po- 
sition. It is, however, a striking feature i 
the theory which he has attempted to re- 
fute, that the whole Bible so perfectly har- 
monizes with it. 

This difficulty upon which so much stress 
is here laid, vanishes before Mr. Morris’ 
ewn position, on page 38, where, speaking 
of the terms sea, death and hell, he says,— 
. The meaning of them us, all the dead, 
without exception, were raised again to life, 
to be judged according to their works, 
whether they died at sea and were buried 
in the waters, or on the land and were bu- 
ried in graves: If, however, he should 
claim that his explanation there is not cor- 
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rect, and that the sea is to be understood 
literally, we are willing so to understand it. 
When the sea gave up its dead, it is not 
said that the ones gave up the dead which 
were in it; nor could the present earth be 
then in existence, for in the 11th verse, 
John says, he “saw a great white throne, 
and him that sat on it, fou whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away 5 and there 
was found no place for them.” The dead. 
small and great, whose names were written 
in the book of life, were previously judged ; 
and when the sea gave up the dead high 
‘were init, they must have all come from 
death and hell ; and death and hell were 
cast into the jake of fire; and those which 
the sea gave up, not being found in the book 
of life, were also cast into the lake of fire. 
The sea therefore, which gave up its dead, 
must be a sea web coniedied all the viata 
ed, and them alone. This cannot be the 


ocean, for that will not contain all the wick- » 


ed, and must have been destroyed when the 
earth fled away, so that it could not be then 
in existance. It must therefore be some 
other sea. St. Peter says when the day of 
the Lord shall come, that ‘‘ the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat—the earth al- 
so; and the works that are therein shall be 
burt-up.” 2 Pet. 3: 10. . Seeing then 
that all these things shall be dissolved,” it 
will become a great molten sEa, like unto 


a 
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glass, and which will contain the bodies of 
all the wicked; as hell does their souls. 
This sea John describes in Rev. 15: Zoo, 
‘* And I saw as it were a sea of glass min- 
gled with fire; and them that had. gotten 
the victory over the Beast, and over his im- 
age, and over his mark, and over the num- 
ber of his name, stand on the sea of glass, 
having the harps of God. And they sing 
the song of Moses the servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb.” This is doubtless 
the sea into which great Babylon will be 
thrown, when with violence she is cast 
down. Rev. 18: 21. 

As those who obtain the victory will stand 
upon this sea, and they alone, and as Ma- 
lachi 4: 3, has predicted that ‘the wicked 
shall be ashes under the soles of their feet,” 
their bodies must be all contained within 
this sea. And this, therefore, is the sea 
which gives up its dead, in Rev. 20: 13. 

If the order of the events will follow as 
they are described, in Chap. 20 and 213; and 
as Mr. Morris contends they will, on page 42 5 
the present earth must flee away before the 
sea gives up its dead, as that event is first 
Pcorded ; and if tie resurrection is one 

“event, it is equally an obstacle with Mr. 
Morris. And it is not said there is no sea in 
the new earth, until it is said the sea gave 
up its dead. 

Mr. Morris, page 46, says, “ Further ; 
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the fact that the 1000 years is a definite, 
measured period, is proof that it is a por- 
tion of time, and of course belongs to this 
* world. If ‘ time shall be no longer” when 
the seventh angel has finished sounding, (as 
Mr. Miller aficnis ,) then there is a manitest 
impropriety. in putting this period in. the 
new earth.” He seems to argue, that be- 
cause one definite, measured portion of du- 
ration, called ‘ ¢¢me”’ is no longer, that there- 
fore, another definite period of duration can- 
not succeed ; as though God took no cogni- / 
zance of the periods of eternity ! or that the 
worlds would perform their revolutions in 
their orbits less regularly, or punctually, as 
totime! To make such an argument plau- 
sible, it must be shown, that He who num- 
bers our days to a hands breadth, and ap- 
points the moon its time of changing, i 1S in- 
competent to measure duration, after time 
shall at to make out a period of 1000 
years ! 

On page 34, he contends that this 1000 
years 1s a long indefinite period oftime. And 
on page 73, he adopts Mr. Lowman’s expo- 
sition of the phrase “ there should be time 
no longer,” that ‘it is literally, ‘the time 
shall not be yet.’” This last reading is as_ 
favorable for. Mr. Miller, and does away 
with the fancied contradition in his theory. 
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MR. MORRIS’ SIXTH PROPOSION—EXAMINED. - 

His Sixth-Proposition is, that “ The medt- 
atorval character of Christ continues until all 
enemies are subdued, consequently he must sit at 
the right hand of God until the last judgment. 
He cannot therefore come personally to reign on 
earth a thousund years before that event.’’--- 
Page 47. 

That his mediatorial character will con- 
tinue ‘till he shall have put all enemies 
under his feet is admitted, but the conse- 
quence is not admitted. For when the 
wicked are rooted out of the earth, and their 
spirits shut up in prison, they are all as 
completely. under his feet, as when the 1000 
years are ended; nor when they are raised 
from the dead, will they be.any the less in 
subjection to him. Christ also, during the 
thousand years, will be king de facto, so 
that he will reign till even death is de- 
stroyed.i%! » 

Although he will regn during the thousand 
years, it is no where said that he will medi- 
ate between God and man during that time ; » 
nor can such a mediation be then necessary, 
for all who are raised at the first resurrec- 
tights blessed and holy, and the rest of 
the dead are all cast into the lake of fire, 
when they are raised ; so that it does not. 
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follow, as he claims, page 49, that the doc- 
trine of the personal reign of Christ suspends 
the mediatorial office 1000 years betore it 
comes to an end. 


CHAPTER VII. 


MR. MORRIS’ SEVENTH PROPOSITION—EXAM- 
INED. 


His seventh Proposition is, that ‘* There 
as Sufficient power in Christianity, united uith 
the influence of the Holy Spirit to overcome hu- 
man depravity, put down effectually all false 
religion, change entirely the state of the moral 
world, and gwe truth and righteousness the em- 
pire of the heart; that power has never yet 
achieved the conquest of the earth, and uf Christ 
comes to reign personally im a new dispensation, 
all opportunities to give its mighty resources a 
full developmentwill be taken away.’ Page 49. 

He argues that ‘‘ The advocates of the 
personal reign of Jesus Christ, distrust the 
power of Christianity to secure a uwnwersal 
establishment in this world.” Jd. 

It is not true that ‘‘ the advocates of the 
personal reign of Jesus Christ distrust the 
power of Christianity ;”’ for they most fully 
believe, that God is able and will do ac- 
cording to his most righteous will and pleas- 
ure ; and that not one jot or tittle of all that 
in infinite wisdom he has purposed, will - 

7 ‘¢ 
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ever fail. The argument of Mr. Morris, if 
it amounts to any thing , 1s, that every thing 
will be achieved by the power | of bhristiate 
ity, which it is able to achieve ; and that “if 
it can change one wicked Meart, what is 
there in man’s corruption | to prevent its 
changing every wicked: heart ?” Page 53.— 
That it conquered Paul, the “ chief of sin- 
ners, the bold uncompromising opposer of 
religion ;” 2b. That “the Christian religion 
once conquered the civilized world ;” “and 
shall she not make that conquest again when 
Satan is bound and can deceive the nations 
no more ?”’ page 54. e » 
Christianity is only an agent of ae. 
and nothing will be achieved. by it, but what 
is in accordance with his will; nor will it 
leave anything undone, that he es purposed 
it shall accomplish. The power therefore to 
accomplish, does not lie in Christianity, but 
- in the Great JEHOVAH. That God is able 
to convert every soul that ever lived, none 
can doubt, but it does not follow that he 
therefore will ; and hence the argument is 
good for nothing. If, as Mr. Morris claims, 
m3 conversion of one wicked heart displays 
sas of the same agency to convert all, 
and th 16 conquering of the civilized world 
dea proof of its power to conquer it 
again; it will require no farther display, to 
“prove its power. But to argue that because 
«it: has the power, it Pepetore will display it, 
ie 
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is a mode of reasoning that tends to univer- 
sal salvation; for God can save all. “A 
full development of its mighty resources,’ 
which Mr. Morris claims has not yet Heals 
done, the Universalist would contend must 
be manifested in the salvation of all; nor 
can Mr. Morris defend such a position 
against universalism. 

Mr. Morris, however, is the one that 
seems to distrust the power of Christianity ; 
for he says, ‘‘ it must be confessed, indeed, 
that the hope of the universal spread oF 
Christian principles is fallacious, unless 
that inherent power which Christianity pos- 
sesses to renew and save the world, shall 
be hereafter more fully developed than it 
has been. But if this shall ever be, if the 
circumstances of men and society are ever 
sufhiciently changed to favor its full devel- 
opment, there can be no doubt of the final 
success and triumph of the gospel : :” page 
50., Andon page 54 he is of the | opinion 
that this will be done ‘‘when Satan is 
bound, and can deceive the nations no more.” 
ifits * full development” must be delayed 
till Satan is no longer an obstacle, and man- 
kind are brought into more fav ae curcum- 
stances, it would argue a. distrust of its power 
to make headway against Satan. The be- . 
hevers in the personal reign of Christ have 
no such distrust. They disbelieve in the 
conversion of the world, because they be- 
lieve God has revealed the contrary. * 
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If the argument that the power of the gos- 
pel must be fully develo, ed, is good for any 
thing now, it will be e nally good at the 
end of Mr. Morris’ temporal millenium, 
when Satan has deceived a multitude like 
the sand of the sea: for if we can now ar- 
gue that because the civilized world has 
been converted once, its full development 
requires that it should be again, some one 
may then contend that the world should be 
converted a third time ; and, therefore that 
‘the end is not yet.” 

On page 55 Mr. Morris admits that we 
are on the eve ofthe sounding of the seventh 
trabapel He says, ‘ wlio’ does not see” 
“ that all eee are ready tor the great con- 
summating moral change of this world, 
vhich is “to” follow the sounding of the 

. geverith trumpet, when the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the empire of Christ.” 
That the sounding of the seventh trumpet is 
the end of probation is evident; for John 
says, ‘And the angel which I saw stand 
upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up 
his hand to heaven, and sware by him that 
liveth forever andever, who created heaven 
and the things that therein are, and the 
earth and the things that therein are, and 
the sea and the things that are therein, that. 
THERE SHOULD BE TIME NO LONGER: but in 
the days of the voice of the seventh Angel, 
when he He shall begin to sound, the mystery. of 
| oe 
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God should be jimshed, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets.” Rev. 10: 5-- 
7. In Mark, 4: 11, Christ told the twelve 
that it was given to them to know the myste- 
ry of the kingdot % Hin Mom. 16 :25, Paul 
speaks of the mystery then made manifest 
through Jesus Christ, which had been kept 
secret since the world. began ; and in 1 Cor. 
2:7, he says ‘we speak the wisdom of 
God in amystery.” In 1 Cor. 4: 1, he calls 
ministers stewards of the mysteries of God. 
He also speaks of the “mystery of Christ,” 
Eph. 5:32; andin 1 Cor. 15: 51, when he 
informs the church that we shall not all 
sleep when Christ comes, he calls it show- 
ing them a ‘ mystery.” But when the 
seventh angel sounds the mystery of God will 
be FINISHED. gg a 
‘As there are but seven angels to sound, — 
the seventh must of course be the last; and 
Paul assures us that ‘ we shall all be chan- — 
| ged, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump; for the “ trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised, in- 
corruptible, and we shall be changed ;” 
‘then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” 1 Cor. 15: 51, 52, 54. And 
the seventh Angel sounded ; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, the king- 
doms of this world are become the king- 


doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 
(ide . ‘ ws %, 
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shall reign for ever and ever. And the four 
and twenty elders which sat before God on 
their seats, fell upon their faces, and wor- 
shipped God, saying, We give thee thanks, 
O Lord God Almighty, which art and wast 
and art to come; because thou hast taken 
to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath 
is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that thou shouldst 
give reward unto thy servants the prophets, 
and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest de- 
stroy them, which destroy the earth.” Rev. 
11: 15--18. When the seventh Angel 
sounds, therefore, this dispensation shall 
end; and as Mr. Morris admits we are on 
the eve of its sounding, how careful ought 
we to be, lest the unconcerned should slum- 
ber onin fancied security, by our cries of 
peace and safety, until the last trumpet 
shall arouse them. 

He argues, on pages 55-6, that if Christ 
appears in 1843, ‘‘it will be demonstrated that 
human depravity is too strong” to be over- 
thrown by the preaching of the gospel, and 
the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit ; 
and that the Son ‘‘is driven to the necessi- 
ty of relinquishing a plan of mercy,” “ and 
is compelled to resort to such weapons as 
fire, and violence, to set up his everlasting 
kingdom.” This argument contradicts his 
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argument on page 53, that if it can change 
one wicked heart, it has power to change all. 
And the same argument might be advanced 
so long as there was a single soul in the 
universe unconverted. 

The argument of Christ’s being ‘com- 
pelled to resort to fire and violence” to car- 
ry out his plans, would have been equally 
good before the flood, the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, or any of the judg- 
ments which God has brought upon this 
world. It would also be equally good pre- 
vious to the end of the world at any future 
ume, if that event is not now near}; so that 
it can only prove that the world will never 
end, or be burnt; and will equally disprove 
any future punishment. Such arguments 
are unexpected from such a source, and it 
is hoped that his ‘most valued and judi- 
cious friends’? would not sanction them. 


i 


CHAPTER IX. 


MR. MORRIS’ EIGHTH PROPOSITION—EXAM- 
" «INED: 


His 8th Proposition is that ‘“* There 1s no 
warrant from the word of God, for fixing upon 
the year 1843, og any other particular point of 
time, as the period when the second advent shall 
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take place, and the end of the world shall come.” 
Page 56. 

He claims that “these events the Scrip- 
tures plainly teach, are, and ever will be 
until the moment when they occur, a pro- 
found secret to mankind.,” 1b. In proof of 
that position he has quoted Matt. 24 : 36. 
* But of that day and hour knowcth no man, 
no, not the angels in heaven,’ and Mark 
adds, ‘‘neither the Son, but my Father on- 
ly.” He supposes the term day to denote 
tume or season. It is evident that it cannot 
denote that, for then it would contradict ver- 
ses 32 and 33. ‘ Now learn a parable of 
the fig tree; when its branch is yet ten- 
der and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
Summer is nigh: so likewise ye when ye 
shall see all these things, know that it is near 
even at the doors.’ As we may know the 
time as near as Summer is to the leafing 
out of the fig ‘tree, the word day can only 
denote aday. Itisalso worthy of remark 
that the text reads no man knoweth ;*not, no 
man ever will know, for when the day arrives 

it will be known to all. 

' He quotes 1 Thess. 5: 1, 2, “But of the 
times and seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write unto you. For yourselves 
know perfectly, that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night.”” The three 
texts followmg those Mr. Morris quoted, 
make the whole question perfectly plain. 
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<‘For when they shall say peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them 
as travail upon a woman with child, and 
they shall not escape. But ye brethren are 
_not in darkness that that day should over- 
take you asa thief ; ye are all the children 
of the light, and the children of the day ; 
we are not of the night, nor of the dark- 
ness.’ Thus the apostle furnishes the rea- 
son why there was no need of his writing unto 
them of the times and seasons, because they 
“‘knew perfectly,” were ‘ the children of 
the light,” “and of the day,” and were 
<‘ not in darkness that that day should over- 
take them as athief.”” He also gives them 
a sign so that they might be sure when that 
day was at hand; for, ‘* When they shall 
say peace and safety, then sudden destruc- 
tion cometh upon them ;” and we are told 
‘‘they shall not escape ;” so that the day 
of the Lord only cometh as a thief in the 
night upon those who say Peace and Safe- 
ty,”’ not upon the brethren. If the cry of 
«¢ Peace and Safety” is a sign, it is a sign 
which is most strikingly fulfilled at the 
present day. A majority of the christian 
world are predicting a long period of unex- 
ampled peace and safety---a doctrine which 
never prevailed till these last days; also a 
large class are assuring all of perfect secu- 
rity ina future state. And what is most 
striking, is that those who say “ peace and 
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safety,’ acknowledge that they are in dark- 
ness with regard to the coming of that day ; 
and are expecting that when that day does 
come, it will come upon them and all the 


‘world as a thief. ‘‘ But ye, brethren, are 


%: 


th 


not in darkness, that that day should over- 


take you as a thief; ye are children of the 


light, and the children of the day; we are 
not of the night, nor of the darkness. There- 
fore let us not sleep as do others, but let us 


watch and be sober.” It is said by some 
that as they preach death to all, they are 
not instrumental in preaching ‘‘peace and 
safety.” But we have no authority to preach 
death. Christ never preached it, nor did 
the apostles; they preached ‘repent for 
the kingdom of God is at hand,” and the 
preaching of a judgment to come,’ made 


_ Felixtremble. Neither will all die, for St. 


Paul says expressly, “we shall not all 
sleep ;” and ‘we who are alive and remaim 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.” 
He quotes 1 Tim. 6: 14, 15, “ the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which in his times 
he shall show,” &c. ; from which he argues, 
that “* God will show it in his own times,” 
and ‘‘men cannot discover it until those 
times when God shall be pleased to reveal 
it ;”’ and therefore the year, month, and day 
rs a secret yet. Admitting that it was not 
then shown, it does not follow that the 
prophecy of the time is now sealed; there- 
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fore the argument fails. But it is not the 
times which God will show ; 5 itis the appear- 
eng which God will show m his tames, as 
though his tumes were then known. 

The last text which he quotes to prove 
that the righteous will be in darkness, Se) 
that that day will overtake them as a ief, 


is Acts 1:7. . The disciples asked Christ if ; 


he would “at that time restore again the 


kingdom to Israel.” “ And he ‘said unto 


them, It is not for you to know the times | or 
the seasons which the Father hath put in 
his own power.” It is not however said it 
never would be known, and it is worthy of 
‘remark that no such assertion can be found 
in the word of God. There is no evidence 
therefore which contradicts the positive dec- 
larations that that day will be known. 

In addition to the evidence already ad- 
vanced that that day will not come as a 
thief upon the righteous, much yet remains. 
Daniel was told “the words are closed up 
and sealed till the tume of the end,” Dan. 12: 
11--13. As they are sealed up till that 
time, it follows that then they will be unseal- 
ed. The angel adds ‘‘ Many shall be puri- 
fied, and made white, and tried; but the 
wicked shall do wickedly ; and none of the 
wicked shall understand ; but the wise (or 
righteous) shall sinderstand. ” What shall 
they understand? the end of these things 
which were then sealed up. When were 
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they to understand? at the time of the end, 
_ and this time the angel marked by two great 
prophetic periods from the taking away of 
the daily. The first, 1290 days reached 
to the commencement of the time of the 
end, and the 1335, to the end itself, when 
Daniel is to stand in his lot with the risen 
saints. ‘The time of the end,” is therefore 
a period of 45 prophetic days, preceding the 
~ end, and during which, “ the righteous shall 
understand ;’’ but ‘‘ the wicked shall do 
wickedly, and none of the wicked shall 
understand. We need not therefore be 
surprised to find those who do not under- 
stand, or who endeavor to prove that none 
can understand ; forthose who are in dark- 
ness themselves would naturally suppose 
all to be equally shrouded in the same ob- 
scurity. 

In Matt. 24: 38, Our Savior assures us 
that the coming of the Son of Man will find 
the world as it was before the flood. They 
‘¢knew not until the flood came and took 
them all away.” They might have known, 
for Noah had preached the coming of that 
event for 120 years, but they would not be- 
lieve ; so must it be when Christ comes ; 
the doctrine will be preached, but it will not 
be believed ; and therefore that day will 
come upon all the wicked as a thief: . 

In Math. 25: 1--13, Christ assures us 
that when he comes, ‘‘¢hen shall the king- 


© 
¥ 


MORRIS’ MODERN CHILIASM. 77 


dom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
which took their lamps, and went forth to 
meet the Bridegroom.” These ten virgins 
represented the whole church, and yet one 
half of them had no oil in their vessels—no 
grace of God in their hearts. ‘‘ While the 
Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept.” ‘That the whole church has been 
asleep respecting the coming of her Lord is 
too evident to need demonstration ; nor is 
she now hardly awake. Many are offended 
that they should be aroused so soon, and 
style it a “* False Alarm,” or cry “the end 
not yet,”’ and strive to soothe their fellows 
again to sleep. ‘At midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, 
go ye out to meet him!” As Christ has 
assured us that when he comes, the king- 
dom of heaven shall be likened to this par- 
able, it follows, that before he can come, the 
cry must be made, ‘Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh.” Such a cry is now being 
made, as if to fulfill the prediction; and al- 
though the wise and foolish will arise and 
trim their lamps, as we now see them, 
yet the lamps of many will still give no 
light. 

In Rev. 14: 6--8, John says, “And I saw 
another angel fly through the midst of heaven 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred and tongue and people, 
8 
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saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give 


glory to him ; forthe hour of his judgment 


18 come; and worship him that made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters. And there followed another angel 
saying, Babylon is fallen! is fallen!” This 
also proves that the hour of the judgment 
to come, must be previously preached.— 
Christians are accordingly exhorted ‘to 
watch,” and to ‘‘ take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be over-charged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that day come upon you 
unawares. Jor as a snare shall it come on 


-all them that dwell on the face of the whole 


earth. Watch ye therefore and pray always 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 


these things that shall come to pass, and to 


stand before the Son of Man,” Luke 21: 
34--36. 
Mr. Morris next attempts to show that 


nothing can be known of the time of the 


end from the prophetic periods. If nothing 
can ever be known from them, it will follow. 
that all scripture 1s not ‘ profitable,” &cgafor 
a portion of scripture that is unintelligible, 
is unprofitable. 

The first prophetic period is the 1260 


_days of Daniel and John, and called also 


42 months, and ‘time times and the divid- 


-ing of time.” He attempts to show, that if 


these days denote years, they are not to be 
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reckoned from the A. D. 538. His argument 
is that there are various dates from which 
commentators reckon the commencement of 
papacy, or the 1260 days; that the author- 
ity of the Bishop of Rome was not then ac- 
knowledged by the church; that he did not 
then possess civil power; and that he was 
afterwards made Universal Bishop. He 
however does not deny that in 538, Justinian 
first declared the Pope head of all the 
churches. ni 

He also claims that although, in 1260 
_ years from A. D. 538, 1.e. in 1798, ‘ Ber- 
thier, a French general, entered Rome, de- 
posed the Pope, and abolished the. papal 
government;” yet that the possessions of 
the Pope have been restored, and that he is 
still possessed of power. He claims that 
there is an uncertainty about the time of the 
commencement of these days, and that if 
they commence at some of the later periods 
from which commentators date them, their. 
end will be more or less future, as the date 
from which they are commenced is later or 
earlier. We have endeavored to condense 
his argument, and to present it fairly ina 
small compass. The conclusion that he 
seems to come to, is, that to his mind, the 
subject is so full of difficulties, that there 
can be nothing known respecting it. 

It will be noticed by those who are famil- 
zary with this question, that some of the 
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strongest points are unnoticed by him. He 
claims the days do net begin in A. D. 538, 
and yet cannot tell when they do begin. 
How then, if he does not know when they 
do begin, does he know that they do not 
begin in A. D. 538° 

It may not be amiss here, to consider the 
‘evidence which denotes the time of the 
commencement of this period ; and which 
is found in seven differeat places in the 
scriptures. 

Daniel informs us, vil. 25, that the saints 
of the Most High were to be given into the 
hands of the Little Horn a ‘time, times 
and the dividing of time,” and xu.7, that 
these wonders were to continue for a ‘‘ time, 
times and a half.’ John informs us Rev. 
x1. 2 and 3, that the Gentiles should tread 
under foot the holy city “forty and two 
months,” and that the two witnesses were 
to testify 1260 days, clothed in sackcloth. 
The woman in Rev. xi. 6, had a place 
prepared for her in the wilderness 1260 
days, and in the 14th verse, she is said to 
be nourished there a ‘‘ time, times and a 
half’? Also the Beast, Rev. xii. 5, had 
power to continue forty and two months. 

That these periods do denote one and the 
same time is evident, because if the holy 
city was ever trodden under foot, or the two 
witnesses were ever in sackcloth, or, the 
church was ever in the wilderness ; it must 
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» have been during the days of papal supre- 
macy, when the’ word of God was denied 
the common people, and forbidden to be 
read in other than the dead languages ; and 
when all who would not worship the beast 
were persecuted, spoiled, and slain. This, 
with the fact that these periods are all of the 
same length of time, would seem to be con- 
clusive that but one and the same period of 
time is denoted by them. A careful exam- 
ination of the events which were to mark 
their commencement and termination, may 
enable us to ascertain whether they have 
been completed, and if so in what period 
of time. ! ; 

The characters of Daniel’s Little Horn, 
8 : 25, and his abomination of desolation 11: 
31, the Man of Sin spoken of by Paul in 
2 Thess. 2 2; and the beast of John, Rev.13: 
5, are so strikingly similar, that few deny 
their being one and the same personage— 
the Pope of Rome. 

The Little Horn, Dan.7:8, had eyes 
like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speak- 
ing great things ; verse 20, his look was 
more stout than his fellows ; verses 24, 25, 
he shall be diverse from ‘hie ten, and shall 
subdue three kings. And he shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
-shall seek to change times and awe, and. 
they shall be given into his. hand. 

‘Q# 
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In 11: 32, 33, he says, And such as do 
wickedly against the holy covenant shall he 
corrupt by flatteries, but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong and do ex- 
ploits. And they that understand among 
the people shall instruct many: yet they 
shall fall by the sword and. by flame, by 
captivity and by spoil many days. verses 
36--39, And the king shall do according 
to his hal, and he sal exalt himself, and 
magnify himself above every god, and shall 
speak marvellous things against the God of 
gods, and shall prosper till the indignation 
be accomplished: for that that is determin- 
ed shall be done. Neither shall he regard 
the God of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women, nor regard any god, he shall mag- 
nify himself above all, but in his estate shall 
he honor the God of forces, and a God whom 
his fathers knew not shall he honor with gold 
and silver, and with precious stones and 
pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the 
most strong holds witha strange god, whom 
he shall acknowledge and increase with 
glory: and he shall cause them to rule over 
many, and shall divide the land for gain. 

St. Paul says, 2 Thess. 2: 3, 4, Let no 
man deceive you by any means, for that day 
(the coming of Christ) shall not come except 
there come a falling away first, and, that 
Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of perdi- 
tion, who opposeth and exalteth himself 
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tbove all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped, so that he as God, sitteth in the 
temple of God showing himself that he is 
God; verses 9, 10, even him whose coming 
is after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs, and lying wonders, and with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish; because they receive not the 
truth that they might be saved. John says, 
Rev. 13: 4--8, «¢ And they worshipped the 
dragon which gave power unto the beast ; 
and. they worshipped the beast, saying, who 
is like unto the beast ? who is able to make 
war with hin? And there was given unto 
him a mouth speaking great things, and 
blasphemiss ; and power was given unto 
him to continue forty and two months. And 
he opened his mouth in blasphemy against 
God, to blaspheme his name and his taber- 
nacle, and them that dwellin heaven. And 
it Was given unto him to make war with the 
saints and to overcome them: and power 
was given him over all kindreds and tongues 
and nations. And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 
That the Popesof Rome have been a per- 
sonation of those characters, has been too 
often admitted to be here proved. We will 
therefore first consider the prophecies of the 
commencement of those periods. 
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Daniel 7: 8, I considered the horns and 
behold there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of 
the first horns plucked up by the roots. 
verse 24th, And the ten horns out of this 
kingdom, (the fourth or Roman,) are ten 
kings that shall arise; and another shall 
rise after them and he shall be diverse from 
the first, and shall subdue three kings. 11: 
31, And they shall pollute the sanctuary 
of strength, and shall take away the daily 
sacrifice, and they shall place the abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate. St. Paul says, 
2d ‘Thess. 2: 6--8, And now ye know what 
withholdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work: only he who now letteth 
(hindereth) will let until he be taken out of 
the way, and then shall that wicked be re- 
vealed, &c. Rev. 13: 3, 4, And I saw one 


of his heads as it were wounded. to death ; 


and his deadly wound was healed ; and all 
the world wondered after the Beast. And 
they worshipped the dragon which gave 
power unto the Beast. verse 2, And the 
Beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and 
his mouth as the mouth of a lion; and the 
dragon gave him his power, and seat, and 
great authority. 17: 10, 14, And there are 
-seven kings : five are fallen,and one is,and the 
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other is not yet come, and when he cometh 
he must continue a short space. And the 
Beast that was and is not ; even he is the 
eighth and is of the seven and goeth into 
perdition ; and the ten horns which thou 
sawest are ten kings who have received no 
kingdom as yet ; but receive power as kings 
one hour with the Beast. These have one 
mind and shall give their power and strength 
unto the Beast. 

We learn from the above texts that the 
little horn of popery would not arise until 
the Roman empire should have been divid- 
ed into ten parts, and three of those parts or 
kingdoms were subverted—that the Sanctu- 
ary of strength (Rome) must have been pol- 
luted, and the daily (Pagan) sacr}fice taken 
away, also that it would arise soon after the 
mystery of iniquity which worked in Paul’s 
day (Paganism) and which hindered its de- 


velopment, should be taken out of the way, — . 


and the first head (Paganism) was wounded 
to death. It was also to be the eighth form 
of the Roman power, and of the seventh 
after that had continued a short space. The 
dragon (Roman emperor) was to give him 
his power, and seat and great authority ; 
and he was to receive power of the kings. 

The fulfilment of these events mark its 
rise about the year A. D. 538, that being the 
year when the last of three of the first ten 
kingdoms fell into the hands of Justinian the 
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empcror of the eastern division of the Roman 
empire, and who made the Bishop of Rome 
univeral Bishop, and gave him his power. 
and seat, (ftome,) and great authority. This 
was also but thirty years after Paganism, 
which hindered its rise, had ceased in Rome, 
and its daily sacrifices had been taken out 
of the way; and when the kings were of 
one mind, having been converted to Chris- 
tianity. 

In that year all had taken place, that was 
predicted in Dan.7th, to precede the ‘‘time, 
times and dividing of time,” that the saints 
were to be given into the hands of the little 
horn. The four great governments---the 
Chaldean, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Ro- 
man had arisén. The last had been divided 
into ten parts, as predicted, viz. the Huns 
who arose in A. D. 356---the. Ostrogoths in 
377---the Visgoths in 378---the Franks in 
407---the Vandals in 407---the Sueves in 
407---the Burgundians in 407---the Heruli 
in 476---the Saxon and Angles in 476--- 
and the Lombards in 483. According to 
Gibbon, three of these first kingdoms had 
been subverted, viz. the Heruli in 493, by 
the Ostrogoths; the Vandals in 533, by 
Justinian, and the Ostrogoths by the same 
in 538. Sothat the rise of the Little Horn 
was the next unfulfilled event in that chap- 
ter, and no prediction then unfulfilled could 
delay its rise. : 
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Paganism was also now abolished ; and 
Gibbon, speaking of the splendor of the 
church of St. Sophia, erected by Justinian, 
says, “The triumph of Christ was adorned 
with the last spoils of Paganism ; but the 
greater part of these costly stones were ex- 
tracted from the quarries of Asia Minor, the 
isles and continent of Greece, Egypt, Afri- 
ca and Gaul.” ‘ And the images of Christ, 
of the virgin, of saints and of angels, which 
had been defaced by ‘Turkish fanaticism, 
were dangerously exposed to the supersti- 
tion of the Greeks.” ‘In Constantinople 
alone and the adjacent suburbs, he dedica- 
ted twenty-five churches to the honor of 
Christ and the Virgin, and the saints.”” Page 
79, vol. 4. 

‘In 533, Dec. 16, Justinian received intel- 
ligence that his General, Belisarius, had en- 
tirely conquered the Vandals of Africa; and 
‘impatient to abolish the temporal and . 
spiritual tyrany of the Vandals, he proced- 
ed without delay to the full establishment of 
the Catholic church,” Gib. Rome, vol. 4th, 
page 122. The Pope, Sylverius, was ban- 
ished’ Jan. 17th, 537, by Belisarius, for 
supposed treachery. ‘‘ At the Emperor’s 
command, the clergy of tome proceeded to 
the choice of a new Bishop, and after a sol- 
emn convocation of the Holy Ghost, elected 
the Deacon Virgilius, who had purchased the 
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Papal throne by a bribe of 200 lbs. gold.” 
Ib., page 125. | 

As Virgilius obtained the Papal seat by 
fraud, it was claimed that he was not the 
lawful Pope; butin A D.538, he was own- 
ed as lawful Pope by the 5th General Coun- 
cil, and the WHOLE CHRISTIAN WORLD. See 
‘Bower’s Hist. Popes. vol. 2, p. 374. 

Theodatus, King of the Goths in Italy, 
agreed to relinquish his kingdom to Belisa- 
rius, but afterwards strove to hold it. See 
page 141. ib. Butin March, 538, ‘the Os- 
trogoths raised the seige of Rome, with one 
third of their enormous host, (L160 to 200,- 
000 men,) destroyed under the walls of the 
city.” Ib. p. 158, 

In 534, Justinian published a new code 
of laws for the regulation of some difficult 
points of jurisprudence; and among other 
edicts, was one declaring the Bishop of 
Rome the head of all the Churches. (Ruter’s 
Church Hist. page 138.) In 533, Justinian 
wrote to John, the Roman Pontiff, in which 
he styled him ‘ your holiness,”’ and head of 
all the holy churches.” And in a letter 
from the same to the Bishop of Constantino- 
ple, the epistle to the Roman Pontiff was 

- acknowledged, and the power granted con- 
firmed. Mr. Croly, speaking of Justinian’s 
edicts, says, ‘¢ The 131st on the Ecclesias- 
tical Titles and Privileges, chap. 2, states 
‘‘ We therefore decree that the most holy 
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Pope of the elder Rome is the first of all the 
priesthood.” Keith’s “Signs ote Times,” 
page 96 

The “little horn” is siege in exis+ 
tence before A. D. 538; but the saints were 
not given into his hands till that year, nei- 
ther did he receive his sear; for Rome, 
previous to that time, was in the hands of 
an Arian monarch, and a bitter enemy of 
the catholic church. But in that year, the 
Ostrogoths having raised the seige of Rome, 
Jeeta “< pave iiints his seat and power 
and great authority.” 

We also find that he now began to exer- 
cise power over the lives of heretics, so cal- 
led; for, according to Gibbon, vol. 4th, p. 
162, “ Datius he orthodox Bishop, sabe 
had seduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion 4nd ruin, escaped to the luxury and. 
honor of the Byzantium court ; but the cler- 
gy, were slaughtered at thee foot of their 
own altars, by the defender of the catholic 
faith; 300,000 males are reported to be 
slain. The female sex, and the more pre- 
clous spoils, were resigned to the Burgun- 
dians ;’ Thus the saints were in the hands 
of the little horn; and, as they are not there 
now; it is epiderics that this period of time 
is past. 

As history shows, in A. D., 538, a com- 
plete fulfillment of every event which was 
to precede the rise of this power, we need 
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look for no further proof for the commence- 
ment of this period. It 1s, however, just to 
acknowledge that there are other periods 
when the Pope received such accessions of 
power, that previous to 1798 there was ne- 
cessarily a question, from which of several 
periods, to date its rise. And it could not 
be satisfactorily. determined, whether it was 
to be dated from its first germination,—the 
time when the Pope became a temporal 
prince,—from some one of:the times when: 
he received considerable accessions of pow- 
er, or from the height of Papal supremacy : 
and powerful arguments could be advanced 
in favor of dating it from either of those pe- 
riods. ‘T’hat question, therefore, could nev- 
er have been settled till the fulfillment of 
the events which were to mark its termina- 
tion; and which, according to histor}, oc- 
curred in 1798. All commentators, there- 
fore, who wrote previous to that, could have 
no assurance of being correct in their date ; 
but the difficulties which were then in the 
way being removed, we cannot but be sur- 
prised to find them now brought forward as 
existing difficulties. 

The events which were to mark the ter- 
mination of these periods are, viz., Dan. 7: 
11, I beheld then because of the voice of 
the great words which the horn spake: I 
beheld even till the beast was slain and his 
body destroyed and given to the buring 
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flame. verses 21, 22, I beheld. and the 
same horn made war with the saints, and 
prevailed against them until the Ancient ‘of 
days came, and judgment was given to the 
saints of the Most High; and the time came 
that the saints possessed the kingdom. ver- 
ses 26, 27, But they shall take away his 
dominion to consume and to destroy it unto 
the end. And the kingdom and dominion 
and the greatness of the kingdom, under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the Most High, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do- 
minions shall serve and obey him. 11: 36, 
and shall prosper till the indignation -be ac- 
complished. 2 Thess. 2: 8, And then 
shall that wicked be revealed whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and destroy by the brightness of his | 
coming. Rev. 11: 7--13, And when they 

(the two witnesses) have finished their testi- 
mony (in sackcloth) the beast that ascendeth 
out of the bottomless pit shall make war 
against them, and shall overcome them and 
kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie 
in the street of the great city which spiritu- 
ally is called Sodom-and Egypt, where also 
~ our Lord was crucified. And they of the 
people, and kindred, and tongues, and _na- 
tions shall see their dead. bodies three days 
and a half, and, shall not suffer their dead 
bodies to be put in graves. And they that — 
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dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them 
and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another, because these two prophets tor- 
mented them that dwelt on theearth. And 
after three days and a half, the Spirit of life 
from God entered into them, and they stood 
upon their feet, and great fear fell upon 


~» them which saw them. And they heard a 


great voice from heaven saying, Come up 
hither. And they ascended to heaven in a. 
cloud, and their enemies beheld them. And 
the same hour was there a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thou- 
sand, and the remnant were affrighted and 
gave glory to the God of heaven. 13: 10-- 
15, He that leadeth into captivity shall go 
into captivity : he that killeth with the sword 
must be killed withthe.sword. Here is the 
faith and patience of the saints. And I be- 
held another beast coming up out of the 
earth, and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and he spake as a dragon. And he exerci- 
seth all the power of the first beast before 
him, and causeth the earth and them which 
dwell therein to worship the first beast. 
whose deadly wound was healed. And he 
doeth great wonders so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven in the sight of men, ~ 
and deceiveth them that dwell on the face 
_ of the earth by the means of those miracles 
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beast ; saying to them that dwell on the 
earth that they should make an image to the 
beast which had the wound by a sword and 
did live. And he had power to give life 
unto the image of the beast that the image 
of the beast should both speak and cause _ 
that as many as would not worship the im-- 
age of the beast should be killed. 17: 16, 17, 
And the ten horns which thou sawest upon 
the beast, these shall hate the whore and 
shall make her desolate and naked and shall 
eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For 
God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his 
will and to agree and give their kingdom 
unto the beast until the words of God ‘shall 
be fulfilled. 

These predictions have been falfilled i in 
so remarkable a manner that seemingly none 
who are willing to be convinced need fail of 
being so. ‘They teach us that popery must 
continue till the Ancient of Days comes and 
the saints possess the kingdom, when it will 
be destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s 
coming, and its body given to the burning 
flames ; ; but previous to this its great power 
must be broken by being conquered with 
the sword and led into captivity ; ; that the 
power which conquered it would restore it _ 

or make an image like it, and give it the 

power of the first beast and cause the peo- 

ple to worship it; but it was to prevail 
O* 
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against the saints and yet be consumed till 
the end. They also teach us that the two 
witnesses are to be slain three and a half 
days, when they have finished their testimo- 
ny in sackcloth, and by a beast that should 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, at a time 
when there should be a great revolution in 
which one of the ten kingdoms should be 
subverted and seven thousand names of 
men (as it reads in the margin) destroyed, 
that after they were slain those who dwell 
on the earth should rejoice over them, and 
send gifts to each other; but after three and 
a halt days (years) the spirit of life would 
enter into them, and in obedience to a voice 
from heaven they would ascend thither in 
clouds. 

History informs us that in Feb. 1798, by 
authority of Buonaparte, the Pope was-con- 
quered by the sword and led into captivity, 
where he died; that Buonaparte declared 
Italy a republic, destroyed the inquisition, 
and granted free toleration to religion—that 
in Egypt he deceived the Mahometans by 
pretending to have power to bring fire from 
heaven—that he placed a new Pope in the 
chair of St. Peter, with powers like those 
previously possessed by the Popes; but the 
inquisition has not been revived, nor the 
lives of the saints since then been in the 
hands of the Pope, neither has he had the 
power to suppress the protestant church 
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which has since then been in Rome. The, 
Pope has, however, not been idle, and has 
been very successful in some parts of the - 
world in extending the Catholic faith and 
prevailing against the saints ; but still his 
power has been growing weaker and weak- 
er, the kings have stripped him of many of 
his prerogatives—sequestered the property 
of the church, and harassed and perplexed 
him to the vexation of his soul; and now 
there is an open rupture between him and 
many of his late regal supporters. # 
History also informs us that deism—a 
beast from the bottomless pit, made war 
against the two witnesses (the Old and New 
Testaments) and that France passed a de- 
cree prohibiting the Bible, and many ofthem 
were collected in piles in Paris and burnt 
amid the rejoicings of the populace, who 
made merry and sent gifts to each other on 
the occasion. In three years and a half af- 
terwards France repealed that decree, and 
granted free toleration to religion; since — 
which the Bible has been translated into 
150 different languages, and circulated in 
clouds all over the world. This suppres- 
sion of the Bible occurred during the 
French revolution, in which seven thousand 
titles of nobility were abolished. History 
informs us that the prevailing sins of France 
were licentiousness and contempt of Christ, 
it being a spiritual Sodom; and Christ was 
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there crucified anew in the slaughter of 50,- 
000 protestants in one night. 

On the 17th of Dec., 1797 “ The priests 
(of Rome) went from temple to temple, and 
from street to street, proclaiming the end of 
the world.” Life of Pious VI, vol. 2, (two 
vols. in one) page 196. This was on ac- 
count of the straits to which they were redu- 
_ced by the French. Also ‘at this time there 
was in Rome a Prophetess of another kind, 
a French woman, named la Brouse, who 
was with all sincerity a fanatic or rather 
under the influence of sober madness.”’ She 
foretold that the empire of the Popes was 
drawing near to its end,—that Heaven was 
weary of it, and that she ‘“ should not de- 
part from Rome till she had seen that pre- 
diction accomplished.” 

Gen. Duphot, then at Rome, who was 
about to be joined in marriage to a sister of 
Napoleon, was killed by the Roman soldiery 
while attempting to quell a disturbance. 
This exasperated the French; ‘*Gen. Ber- 
thier was directed to avenge the French 
Republic, and immediately advanced for- 
ward at the head of several columns of Gal- 
lic and Cis Alpine troops.” ‘ Portraits of 
General Buonaparte were distributed among 
the people with-the inscription, ‘This is 
the true likeness of the holy Savior of the 
world.” Berthier entered Rome, Feb. 
15th, 1798, and as the writer above quoted 
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adds, ‘ from the very day of his entry, the 
ancient government may date the epoch of 
its overthrow ; it nevertheless struggled for 
a few days in the arms of death. Such of 
the cardinals as had not already fled from 
the city on the wings of terror, were assem- — 
bled in council, and several were disposed 
still to uphold the authority of the Pontiff.” 
Finally, however, “ with melancholy voice, 
they pronounced their absolute renunciation 
of the temporal government.” 

The Pope left Rome on the day of Ber- 
thier’s entry, at4;A. M. He was first con- 
ducted to Sienna, where he lodged ina_ 
convent; and one day while walking in the 
garden several buildings were thrown down 
by the violent shock of an earthquake. He 
was then ‘hastily carried to a small coun- 
try place, called by the name of Hell, which 
gave rise to the sarcasms of the undevout.” 
He was removed to several other places till 
he died a few months afterwards in France. 
On the day the Pope left Rome, “ the peo- 
ple repaired in great numbers” to an ap- 
pointed place; and “ at noon, a deputa- 
tion of the people, hearing the colors of the 
Roman Republic, went to find the General 
in Chief in the French camp under the 
walls of Rome.” ‘The altar of liberty was 
raised in the capital; five consuls were in- 
vested with the executive power ; and the 
other members of the provisional govern- 
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ment were installed in the place of the pa- 
pal power. The cardinals, or ‘ the great- 
er part of them having suffered ‘iatali, im- 
prisonment, and spoilation, hasted to seek 
ata distance from Rome, some asylum, 
where they might enjoy the only blessing to 
which they now aspired—tranquility. Some 
took refuge at Florence, others at Milan, at 
Balogne, : at Naples, and in the States of 
Venice. Hardly was the new government 
formed, when there no longer existed a 
trace of the ancient; and no longer a car- 
dinal was to be seen in Rome, except some 
who remained by reason of their age, or in- 
firmaties.”’ See Life of Pious 6th. 

Thus were the prophecies fulfilled, “they 
shall take away his dominion to consume 
and destroy it unto the end ;” and, ‘ He 
that leadeth into captivity shall go into cap- 
tivity, and he that killeth with the sword 
must be killed with the sword.” It willal- 
so be necessary to show that they made an 
image to the Beast’'that had the wound bya 
sword and did live;’? and that the same 
horn made war with the saints and prevail- 
ed against them until the Ancient of Daye 
came.’ 

That Buonaparte placed another Pope i in 
the chair of St. Peter, and that he still pre- 
vails against the saints, is so plain a mat- 
ter of history, that further proof is unneces- 
sary. 
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It was not predicted that the little horn 
should continue only a ‘time, times and 


the dividing of time,” but that the saints 


should be “given into his hands” that 
length of time. As we have seen that they 
were in his hands in A. D. 538, and have 
not been since 1798, and that between those 
periods the length of time predicted elaps- 
ed, it is not unreasonable to conclude that 
it was then fulfilled. 

In addition to the above we have testi- 
monies of the Pope himself, that the saints 
are not now in his hands, and that he is 
compelled to tolerate what he’ calls heresy ; 
and also that he is still waging war against 
the saints. 


‘“EnoyitiicaL Lerrer of Our Most Hoty Lorp Grego- 
ory XVI. by Divine Providence Pope, to all Patriarchs, 
Primates, Archbishops and Bishops. 

Grecory XVI. Pore. 

“Venerable Brethren,—Health and the apostolic Bene- 
diction. wa 

“You will know, Venerable Brothers, how great are the 
calamities with which the Catholic Church is beset on all sides 
an this most sorrowful age, and how pitifully she is afflicted. 
You know by what a deluge of errors of every kind, and 
with what unbridled audacity of the erroneous, our Holy 

Xeligion is attacked, and how cunningly and by what frauds 
heretics and infidels are endeavoring to pervert the hearts 
and minds of the faithful. - In a word, you know there is al- 
most no kind of effort oy machination which is not employ- 
ed, to overthrow, from its deepest foundations, if it were 
possible, the immoveable edifice of the Holy City. 3 

“Indeed, are we not, (Oh, how shameful!) compelled to 
see the most crafty enemies of the truth ranging far and wide 
with unpunity ; not only attacking religion with ridicule, the 
church with contumely, and Catholics with insults and slan- 
der, but even eutering into cities and towns, establishing 
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-schoals of error and impiety, publishing in print the poisor 

of their doctrines, skilfully concealed under the deceitful 
veil of the natural sciences and new discoveries, and even 
penetrating into the cottages of the poor, travelling through 
rural districts, and insinuating themselves into familiar ac- 
quaintance with the lowest of the people and with the far-> 
mers! Thus they leave no means unattempted whether by 
corrupt Bibles in the language of the people, or pestiferous 
newspapers and other little publications, or caviling conver- 
sation, or pretended charity, or, finally, by the gift of mon- 
ey, to allure ignorant people, and especially youth, into their 
‘nets, and induce them to desert the Catholic faith, 

“ We refer to facts, Venerable Brethren, which not only 
are known to you, but of which you are witnesses ; even 
you, who, though you moarn, and, as your pastoral duty 
requires, are by no means silent, are yet compelled to tole- 
rate in your diocess these aforesaid propagators of heresy 
and infidelity ; these shameless preachers, who while they 
walk in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves: 
cease not to lay in wait for the flock and tear it in pieces. 
Why should we say more? ‘There is now scarcely a bar- 
_ barous region in the universal world, to which the well 
known Central Boards of the heretics and unbelievers have 
not, regardless of expense, sent ont their explorers and em- 
issaries, who either insidiously, or openly and in concert, 
making war upon the Catholic religion, its pastors and its 
milisters, tear the faithful out of the bosom of the church, 
and intercept her approach to the infidels. 

Hence it is easy to conceive the state of anguish into 
which our soul is plunged day and night, as we being char- 
ged with the superintendence of the whole fold of Jesus 
Christ, and the care of all the churches, must give account. 
for his sheep to the Divine Prince of Pastors. And we 
have thonght fit, Venerable Brethren, to recall to your minds 
by our present letter, the causes of those troubles which are 
common to us and you, that you may more attentively con- 
sider how important it isto the church, that all holy priests 
should endeavor, with redoubled zeal, and with united la- 
bors, and with every kind of efforts, to repel the attacks of 
the raging foes of religion, to turn back their weapons, and 
to forewarn and fortify the subtle blandishments which they 
often use. ‘This, as you know, we have been careful to do 
at every opportunity ; nor shall we cease to do it; as we al- 
so are not ignorant that yeu have always done it hitherto,. 
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and confidently trust that you will do hereafter with still 
more earnest zeal,” 
x x * x * # an x 
‘Given at Rome, at St. Mary the Greater, on the 18th of 
the Kalends of September, of the year 1340, the tenth of 
our pontificate. Grecory XVI. Pope. 


That the church is not now in the wilder- 
ness, and that the two witnesses are not 
now in sackcloth, cannot be denied ; other- 
wise it will be difficult to find when, since 
the days of John, they were in a different 
state. And if they are now out, there is no 
time so probable when their times expired, 
as in 1798. 

Ifthe above is correct, it will follow that 
the delay of the coming of Christ cannot be 
argued from the further fullfilment of these 
periods. : 


CHAPTER X. 


EXAMINATION OF MR. MORRIS’ EIGHTH PROP- 
OSITION CONTINUED. 


The next argument of Mr. Morris is on 
the 2300 days.. He first argues that ‘ the 
vision of the 70 weeks was 15 years after 
the vision of the 2300 days,” page 66. He 
has not informed us by what rule of inter- 
pretation he makes out the 70 wecks to be 
a vision; and until some rule is furnished, 
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there will be nothing to reply to on that 
point. The vision of the 2300 days was 
seen by Daniel, B. C. 553; but it is evi- 
dent, that it could not begin then, for that 
was in the days of the Chaldean monarchy, 
which the vision did not include. The first 
thing seen in the vision was the vam, whose 
horns had already reached their height, and 
which denoted the meridian glory of the 
Medo-Persian empire ; and which was at- 
tained about 100 years afterwards. ‘The 
prophecy of the 70 weeks was given B.C. 
5383; but that could not commence at the 
time given, for then it would terminate be- 
fore Christ ; but its termination at Christ’s 
crucifixion, and the command to rebuild 
Jerusalem, from which to date it, fixes upon 
B.C. 457 for its commencement. This was 
at the very time when the Medo-Persian 
empire was in its meridian glory, and when 
the vision of the 2300 days was to com- 
mence. ‘The fact, therefore, that one was 
eiven 15 years after the other is no argu- 
ment against their both commencing at the 
same point of time. 

He says, page 67, “‘ The 70 weeks (mark 
it,) are not weeks of days, but weeks of 
years. ‘The Hebrew ts “‘ seventy sevens,” 
1. €. seventy times seven years are determin- 
ed upon thy people, or 490 years. ‘There 
is not a word about days in this vision (2) 
of Daniel. See Dan. 9: 23--27. Now as 
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it is not a vision about days at all, by what 
rule or authority can it be applied to the 
2300 days? ‘The key evidently does nat 
fit the lock.” 

The rule is this, There is nothing said 
about days at this time by the angel, neither 
is there any thing said about years. ‘The 
Hebrew is seventy heptades, or seventy sevens. 
Now a ‘‘ seven” among the Jews, when, ap- 
plied to time, signified a week; and they 
had their weeks of years, and also weeks of 
days. It is therefore correctly rendered 
‘seventy weeks.’ The question then, is, 
are they weeks of years, or weeks of days? 
‘I'he angel told Daniel that he had come to 
make him understand the vision ; and he could 
give him no understanding of the vision, 
unless the 70 weeks, were weeks of just 
such periods of time as were denoted in the 
vision. If, therefore, the 2300 days, were 
simply days, the 70 weeks are weeks of 
days; butif they are 2300 years, then the 
70 weeks are weeks of years. The key, 
therefore not. only fits the lock, but unlocks 
1t. 

He next claims that “the 2300 days are 
literal days, covering the whole time of the 
persecutions of the Jews by Antiochus ;” 
and whom he makes to be the little horn of 
this chapter. He persecuted the Jews, as 
Mr. M. claims, from August 5, 171, to Dec. 
25, 165, B. C.,.i. e. for 2333 days; and 
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which Mr. M. thinks is “ sufficiently”? near in 
time. It is however very evident that Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes could not be the little horn 
predicted, for the little horn was to stand up 
against the Prince of Princes; and Antio- 
chus died 164 years before the Prince of 
Princes was born. Furthermore the same 
description that is here given of the little 
horn, is applied by Moses, in Deut. 28th, to 
the Roman power. He was called a ‘“‘king 
of fierce countenance and understanding 
dark sentences,” Dan. 8: 233 and in Deut. 

28, 49,-‘*a nation whose tongue thou shalt 
not HES Sere a nation of Here counte- 
nance,” &c. This was descriptive of the 
Romans, and they did stand up against the 
Prince of Princes, at the end of 70 weeks, 
and put him to death. The 2300 days could 
not be literal days, because that was the 
length of the vision, and not of a part of the 
vision ; and as the vision included a part of 
the Medo-Persian kingdom, the whole of 
the Grecian, and the little horn, it could not 
be fulfilled in literal days; for if it could 
be proved that Antiochus Epiphanes was 
that little horn, it would be 168 years from 
the end of the Medo-Persian kingdom to his 
death. The days, therefore, are a figure of 
years, and must extend beyond the era of 
Antiochus. He asks what there is to guide 
us in applying days to years but our own 
fancy. Prof. Stuart says, that the Bible 7s to 
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be taken as it reads, unless there is an impos- 
sibility in its being understood literally. If 
therefore it can be shown that any prophecy 
was or can be fulfilled in the days given, it 
must be so understood ; otherwise it must 
be interpreted differently. 

He says, page 70, that ‘‘ Professor Stuart 
in his “‘ Hints on Prophecy,” endeavors to , 
explode this rule, (a day for a year,) wher 
applied to the 1260, 1290, 1335, and 2300 
days of Daniel; and to show that they are 
to be taken for only so many natural days.” 
The Professor’s ‘‘ endeavor’ was, however, 
nothing but an endeavor; for he does not 
claim that in a single instance he has shown 
that. any of the events were fulfilled in the 
precise number of days. He claims that “if 
they began” at such a time, they will end 
so and so 3---and ‘“assuming”’ that they be- 
gin” here, they end there ;---and ‘no more 
probable time can be found,” &c. &c., , 

Professor Stuart not only does not show a 
literal fulfillment in the precise number of 
days, but he asks, ‘‘ How is it reasonable to 
suppose that a statistical exactness would — 
or could be aimed at!” see ‘“ Hints on 
Prophecy,” page 122. ga hh Gy 

There is not only strong evidence to prove 
that the 70 weeks began with the 2300 days, 
but that. they began B. C. 457. 

Daniel lifted up his eyes and saw a ram 
which had two horns ; the horns were high, 
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and one was higher than the other, and the 
highest came up last. The angel told Dan- 
iel that the ram with two horns that he saw 
were the kings of Media and Persia. As 
the horns had reached their height when he 
first saw the ram, and did not increase like 
the horns which came up after the notable 
horn of the he-goat was broken, we should 
naturally conclude that the vision com- 
menced with the meridian glory of the 
Medo-Persian empire, represented by the 
ram, when the two horns had reached their 
greatest height. History informs us that 
the kingdom of the Medes and Persians 
reached its meridian, in the reign of Artax- 
erxes Longimanus, and commenced its de- 
cline in the reign of the same monarch ; so 
that upon these premises, the. 2300 days 
that the vision was to continue, would com- 
mence at some point of time in his reign. 
Daniel informs us that he ‘‘ was astonished 
at the vision, but none understood it,’ and 
yet it was all explained to him except what 
was denoted by the days; that is, whether 
they were so many literal days, or years, 
and when they should commence. 

In the 9th chapter, Daniel informs us that 
the set his face unto the Lord, to seek by 
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes; and made confession 
to God. And while he was praying, the 
man Gabriel whom he had seen in the vasvon 
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at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
touched him about the time of the evening 
oblation; and said to him, *“ At the begin- 
ning of thy supplications the commandment 
came forth, and Iamcome to show thee, for 
thou art greatly beloved: therefore under- 
stand the matter, and consider the vision.” 
The question now arises, what vision he was ~ 
to consider, and what it was the angel came 
to show him. — A vision is the representation 
of events, by the succession of objects, which 
are seen by the visual organs ; and none 
will pretend that Daniel here saw a vision ; 
for an oral communication cannot in any 
sense be a vision. It therefore follows that 
the vision Which Daniel was commanded. to 
understand, was the vision recorded in the 
previous chapter. He is told that ‘ seventy 
weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgres- 
sion, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for imiquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
-seal up (or make sure) the vision and proph- 
ecy, and to annoint the Most Holy.” _ 
Prof. Bush and Prof. Seixas acknowledge 
that the original of *‘ determined,” signifies 
‘cut off.’ ‘The seventy weeks are therefore 
cut off from some period of time, and there 
has been no period given but the 2300 days 
of the vision which Daniel was to consider, 
from which they could be cut off, and which 
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evidently determines them to have been a 
part of the vision. ‘lhe angel then informed 
Daniel that the 70 weeks would commence 
with the going forth of the decree to restore 
and rebuild Jerusalem. 'This decree was 
given, according to Kzra, by ‘Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, in the seventh year of his 
reign, when the empire was at its greatest 
height,—as represented by the ram whose 
horns were high. ‘This was 457 B.C. and. 
just 490 years to a day before Christ hung 
on the cross in A. D. 33—as many years as 
there are days in seventy weeks. If there- 
fore the seventy weeks are a part of the 
_vision, the angel did explain to Daniel every 
particular that was not explained to him in 
the preceding chapter, viz. that the vision 
began with the commandment to rebuild 
Jerusalem; and as 490 of the days were 
fulfilled in just 490 years, it would prove 
that the 2300 days would be fulfilled in 
2300 years; so that the seni meen of the 
490 days or seventy weeks, would ‘seal up’ 
or make sure the fulfillment of the remainder 
of the days from which they were cut off. 
To make it more plain to Daniel, that this 
was an explanation of the vision, thee angel 
does not stop with the end of the 70 weeks 
at the annointing of the Most Holy ; but 
passes beyond to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, when the people of the prince that 
should come, would destroy the city and 
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the sanctuary ; and then he glances down 
the stream of time even to the consumma- 
tion, and that determined shall be poured 
upon the desolate. As the vision of 2300 
days.was to end with the cleansing of the 
sanctuary, and was to reach to “the last end 
of the indignation ; for at the time appointed 
[the 2300 days] theend shall be ;” and then 
the little horn would ‘“* be broken without 
hand,” and “ at the time of the end shall be 
the vision ;”? and as the explanation of it in 
the 9th chapter, reached down ‘to the con- 
summation,” it goes strongly to prove that 
the vision and its explanation both cover 
the same period of time, beginning with the 
decree of Artaxerxes, and ending with the 
consummation of all things, in 2300 years 
from 457 B. C.—A. D. 1843. 

Another argument in proof of the com- 
mencement of the 2300 days at that time, is 
the fact that had- they been commenced at 
any period of time previous to that year, 
they would have been fulfilled before now ; 
and as that decree was deemed. a sufficient 
era for the commencement of the 70 weeks, 
we argue that it 1s also for the commence- 
ment of the 2300 days. As the’ empire 
began to decline in the reign of Artaxerxes; 
and there was no event more important 
during the continuance of the empire, it 
leaves no other time when its commence- 
ment could be so satistactorily determined. 
And if it does not commence till the rise of 
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the Grecian empire, it would exclude the 
ram from the vision. 

‘In the 10th chapter, 14th verse, the angel 
says, ‘* Now Lam come to make thee under- 
stand what shall befall thy people in the 
latter days ; ; for yet the vision is for many 
days.”” He then ‘begins with the 11th chap- 
ter, and gives Daniel a more full and minute 
explanation of that which had been exhib- 
ited in the vision of the 8th chapter. He 
gives the succession of the same events, in 
the same order, and carries him down to 
_ the resurrection of the dead; and assures 
Daniel that he will stand in his lot at the 
end of the days, i. e. of the 1335 days. A 
comparison of history with these predictions 
will show that they have all been fulfilled 
which were to precede the resurrection, and 
therefore synchronize precisely with the 
length of the vision---the days being about 
completed, just as the prophecy is fulfilled, 
about to the close of it ; so that there can 
be but little doubt respecting the unity of 
the vision in the eighth, the 70 weeks of the 

ninth, and the prophecy of the eleventh and 
twelfth chapters. 

Mr. Morris’ last argument on this point, 
is that ‘¢ The vision of the 2300 days does 
not relate to the second advent and day of 
judgment and end of the world,” but that 
then ‘the sanctuary should be cleansed,” 
page 68. If the sanctuary is 'then to be 
at 
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cleansed, it must be something that is called 
sanctuary inthe Bible. Godand Christ are — 
both called a sanctuary, but they are pure 
and need no cleansing. The temple of 
Solomon, and its Holy of holies were 
both called a sanctuary, but they are de- 
stroyed, and cannot be cleansed. The earth 
and the church are also called a sanctuary 5 
but the earth cannot be cleansed as long as 
there is sin in it, nor the church as long as 
there are sinners in it; and Christ has as- 
sured us that the tares and wheat will grow 
together till the harvest, and that the harvest 
is the end of the world. ‘The sanctuary 
therefore cannot be cleansed till the end of 
the world. + 

On page 66 it reads, ‘I wish to enjoy the 
good opinion of every man, and I would not, 
if I could avoid it, brmg down the anathemas 
of ‘the wise who understand,’ on my poor 
sinful head ; and yet, after all the risk I may 
run in this matter, J must say, lam a doubt- 
er, nay, an unconvinced, stubborn, unbeliev- 
er.” A-stubborn unbelief is one of the great 
reasons that prevent many from seeing the 
force of evidence. ‘The only motive that 
should actuate achristian, should be ade- 
sire to arrive at the truth; and he should 
therefore approach every question, willing 
to lay aside his preconceived opinions and 
prejudices, and feel that he can say, what 
ever may be the result, ‘even so Father for 
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so it seemeth good in thy sight.’ It is to be 
feared that stubbornness has more to do 
with a rejection of this question than is gen- 
erally supposed ; few however would have 
the honesty to acknowledge it. 

He exclaims, on page 71, ‘* How often 
do men forget that there are secret things 
which belong unto the Lord our God, and 
that there are things, revealed which belong 
unto us and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of the divine law,” 
Deut. 29: 29. True, men do so forget,--- 
particularly that the things that are revealed 
are unto us and our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of the divine law. 
We even find those who claim that the 
things that are revealed, are shrouded in so 
impenetrable a mystery, that neither we or 
our children can ever know any thing re- 
specting them; and that they cannot be 
understood. 

He says, “‘ The theory of Mr. Miller will 
‘be tested in 1848. All his calculations, 
founded on the mystical numbers in Daniel, 
will be at stake then. If they are not ful- 
filled, he must do one of three things, con- 
fess he is mistaken, or reconstruct his 
scheme, or deny the Bible is the word of 
God. We hope, we calculate he will do 
the former,” page 71. If 1843 should pass 
away no christian would be ashamed te 
‘confess that he had expected his Savior, or 
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that he was mistaken as to the precise time. 
But as to reconstructing his scheme, he can- 
not, for if the 2300 days do not begin with 
the 70 weeks, there is no clue to the time 
when they do commence ; so that Mr. Miller 
can only do as he has said, wait for his 
Savior, till he may come, continually look- 
ing for ‘the blessed hope of the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ ;” that ‘‘ when he appears the 
second time, he may appear unto him with- 
out sin unto salvation ;’” and bestow upon 
him that “ crown of righteousness, which is 
reserved for all those who love his appear- 
ing.” 

To fear he will deny that the Bible is the 
word of God, is the ‘ unkindest cut of all ;” 
for those who are looking for the appearing 
of Christ, are not the men to throw away 
the only chart he has given them. A sailor 
crossing the ocean, and believing by his reck- 
oning that he was near a given point ; if it 
should prove that that point was more dis- 
tant, would not throw away his chart and 
reckoning; norbecause he should not reach the 
port at the time expected, would he conclude 
that there was no port ahead. Just so’with 
- the christian, the bible has been demonstra- 
ted to be the word of God by the fulfillment 
of unnumbered prophecies ; and if ove should 
not be fulfilled just as was expected, shall 
poor, frail, and erring man suppose that the 
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fault is inGod. The ideais absurd. The 
Bible is too precious a book to be thrown 
away. If any throw away the Bible, it is to 
be feared they will be of the number of those 
who have already thrown away some of its 
most precious promises, and continue in 
‘© stubborn unbelief.’ 

. He says, on page 76, that ‘* The conceal- 
mentof all great and important future events 
as to the time of their accomplishment from 
the exact knowledge of mortals, is a princi- 
ple in the providential government of God ;” 
and, page 78, ‘‘ Throughout the Old Testa- 
ment we find a careful concealment of the 
exact time when predicted judgments were 
to be executed.” God gave Noah informa- 
tion of an approaching flood 120 years be- 
fore it came, Gen.6: 3; and seven days 
before the waters overflowed the earth the 
_very day was given, Gen. 7: 4; the length 
of time that the waters were to be upon the 
earth were also predicted. God informed 
Abraham that his seed should sojourn and 
be afflicted in a strange land 400 years, and 
which with his own sojourn made 430 years, 
Gen. 15: 13. Moses says that they came 
out of Egypt at the end of 430 years, “‘ even 
the self same day,” Ex.12: 41. Thetime 
of the famine in Egypt, and the time of its 
continuance were both previously revealed, 
Gen. 41: 18--34. The 40 years that the 
children of Israel were to be in the wilder- 
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ness were revealed to Moses, Num. 14: 34. 
it was revealed to Elijah that there should 
be no rain for three and a half years, 1 
Kings 17: 1. The downfall of Ephraim 
was revealed to Isaiah 65 years before he 
was broken, Isa.7: 8. The 70 years of the 
captivity in Babylon were prophesied of by 
Jeremiah, Jer. 25:11. The 70 prophetic 
weeks which were to intervene between the 
decree to rebuild Jerusalem and the death 
of Christ, were foretold to Daniel, and by 
him recorded, Dan. 9: 24. The 1260 days 
of the deliverance of the saints into the 
hands of the little horn, the 1290 days that 
were to precede the time of the end from 
the taking away of the daily, and the 1335 
days from the same time to the time when 
Daniel will stand in his lot, have all been 
on record tor ages. The 2300 days to the 
end of the indignation, and the cleansing of 
the sanctuary were sealed up by the ful- 
fillment of 490 years from the same com- 
mencement. And the length of time that 
the fifth and sixth trumpets were to sound, 
were also revealed. If then as Mr. Morris 
contends, the principles of the divine gov- 
ernment are settled, and unchanging ; and 
we may judge of the future by the past, we 
need no further assurance that the children 
of God will not be in darkness that that day 
should come upon them unawares, or that 
the wise will understand. As God has al- 
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ways given warning of the approach of 
great and mighty judgments upon man in 
days past, that they might prepare for, and 
escape from them; so he will not permit 
the end of the world---the greatest of all 
events to take place without warning his 
children of itsapproach. ‘ Surely the Lord 
will do nothing but he revealeth his secret 
unto his servants the prophets,” Amos 3: 7. 

On page 80 he argues that “ the tendency 
of the belief that the day of judgment and 
end of the world was at hand,” is to pro- 
duce ‘“‘ alarm, consternation, and neglect of 
the duties of life,” &c. It is evident that 
no person fully prepared for such a day 
would be needlessly alarmed ; and there is 
surely no danger that those who are out of 
the ark of safety can have too vivid a sense 
of their condition. Every impenitent per- 
son ought to feel that they are not sure of 
amoments safety, and that they should 
seek first the kingdom of heaven and its 
righteousness, and prepare to meet their 
God. The apostles preached the very same 
doctrine---the kingdom of heaven ‘at hand,’ 
and it is true that then it filled many hearts 
with alarm and consternation, and even 
made Felix tremble. It severed domestic 
ties, so that men left all and followed 
Christ ; neither considered any one the 
things that he had as his own, but they had 
all things common; so that the world re- 
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marked, ‘* See how these christians love one 
another !’” ‘Those however were antiquated 
notions, and have now gone’ out of date ; 
we have been in the habit of considering 
that we must seek first the things of this 
world, and when it becomes convenient, to 
prepare for another. Multitudes, however, 
will have reason to bless God that they 
did not receive their portion here, while 
ethers will look back upon the riches that 
they possessed in this world as the cause of 
their eternal misery. 

There is no danger of sinners being too 
anxious respecting dieir eternal condition ; 
and every thing which has a tendency to 
soothe and quiet their consciences,and cause 
them to believe that there is time enough 
yet, may be productive of incalculable in- 
jury to many an immortal soul. It is natural 
that the world should believe “ that the days 
are prolonged,” and that ‘the vision is for 
many days,” and to say “he speaks in par- 
ables.”” Men cry “‘ peace, peace, but there 
is no peace saith my God to the wicked.” 
They like to hear smooth things; and the 
idea of Christ’s coming is odious to them. 
But the part of true wisdom is to look at 
our condition just as it is, to see our danger, 
and prepare for it. 

The instances, therefore, alluded to in 
proof of the effects of a belief in an ap- 
proaching judgment, have nothing to do with 
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this question ; they can neither prove that 
Christ will not come at the time appointed, 
nor that the watchmen who are stationed on 
the walls of Zion when they see the sword 
coming should not give warning of its ap- 
proach. The alarm that will fill the minds 
of men when Christ has come, and the door 
is shut, will exceed all the alarm and con- 
sternation that» ever agitated the minds of 
men on account of its imagined approach, in 
all ages of the world. Such arguments are 
unexpected from a believer in any future 
coming of Christ; and would ever be just 
as valed as now. All arguments which 
are brought to bear against the coming of 
Christ now, and which would be equally 
applicable at any future time previous to 
his coming, are good for nothing ; for if they 
prove any thing, they prove that he will 
never come. It is therefore surprising that 
christians should ever make use of such. 
On page 81, the case of Thomas Munzer 
in the 16th century, and of ThomasVenner in 
the 17th, with their adherents, are adduced 
as proof of the effects of the doctrine of the 
end of the world at hand. They however 
believed that the kingdom of Christ would | 
exist in “ame, and was to be a temporal mil- 
lenium---a belief more similar to that of Mr. 
Morris, than to the belief of Mr. Miller. If, 
therefore, those instances can be adduced 
as “fruits,” they must be applied to the 
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preaching of that doctrine which they most 
resemble. 

None of the arguments, therefore, adduced 
in support of his Kighth Proposition appear 
to be valed. The additional evidence con- 
tained in the word of God, tordenote that his 
kingdom is at hand, can only be here al- 
luded to. The 1290 days of Daniel evi- 
dently terminated wjth the overthrow of 
Papacy, in 1798. The 1335 days must 
have commenced with them at the taking 
away of the daily, and if-that denoted the 
daily Pagan rites in Rome, which ceased in 
A. D. 508, they will terminate in 45 years 
from the end of the 1290 days. The chro- 
nology of the Bible is strong evidence that 
the age of the world is about 6000 years. 
The fulfillment of all the great chains of 
prophecy which reach to the resurrection, 
down to the eve of that event is striking 
proof that that day is at hand. And the 
signs of the times’given in the word of God 
to denote, and precede that day, should 
neither be despised nor disregarded. Many 
however will never see them. The signs 
will be so evident that the truly righteous 
may know that that day is near even at the 
doors ; and yet they will be so like ordina; 
ry occurrences, that none of the wicked will 
suspect what they portend; for the scrip- 
tures must be fulfilled, ‘‘and none of the 
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wicked shall understand,” they will be 
“snared and taken.” 


CHAPTER XI. 


MR. MORRIS’ NINTH PROPOSITION—EXAM- 
INED. — 


His 9th Proposition is that ‘* The doc- 
trine of Christ’s personal reign on earth a thou- 
sand years, was never the recewed opinion of the 
church of Christ. Page 82. 

He admits that ‘Papias, Justin Martyr, 
Irenaeus, Turtullian, and Lactantius, held 
this sentiment : but claims that it was a par- 
ticular opinion of their own, and not receiv- 
ed at all. It may be a question how gene- 
ral any belief must prevail to entitle it to be 
considered ‘the received opinion of the 
church.” We shall take it for granted that 
any opinion which is the prevailing opinion 
of the church, is the ‘‘ recewed opmmon.” In- 
dividual exceptions, therefore, to the pre- 
vailing opinion will not make such an opin- 
ion any the less the received opinion. But 
Mr. Morris endeavors to prove his position, 
by showing that there were exceptions to the 
the behef of Papias, Justin Martyr, &c. 

The first witness who is presented by him 
- is Justin Martyr, who suffered martyrdom, 


MORRIS’ MODERN CHILIASM. 121 


A. D. 163. He testifies according to the 
translation of Daniel Whitby, a Millenist, 
and which Mr. Morris acknowledges is 
translated correctly, and quotes as follows : 

“ fT have before confessed that I and many others are of 
this mind, that these things, (i. e. that Jerusalem shall be re- 
built, and that Christ shall reign personally on earth, &c.) 
shall happen. But then [ have intimated to you, that many 
Christians of a pure and pious judgment, do not own this; 
for as for those who are called Christians, but indeed are 
atheists, and ungodly, and heretics, [ have told you already 
that they teach things wholly blasphemous, &c. They in- 
deed deny the resurrection of the flesh, and the millenium ; 
but I, and all Christians who are exactly and in all things 
orthodox, know that there will bea resurrection of the flesh 
anda millenium in Jerusalem, built, adorned aud enlar- 
ged.” 


This is quoted just as Mr. Morris has quo- 
ted iton p. 83, and which he contends proves 
‘there were many Christians of pure and 
pious judgmentin his day, who differed from. 
him in opinion about the millenium, and 
those whom he considered exactly orthodox, 
and did not hold the personal reign of 
Christ on earth.” Page 83. 

Justin, here expressly declares that “ I 
and all Christians who are exactly and wm all 
things orthodox, know that there will bea 
resurrection of the flesh, and a millenium 
in Jerusalem, built, adorned and enlarged.” 
Now, if all who are in all things orthodox be- 
lieved with Justin, there could not be many 
who did not so believe; and therefore if his 
own witness is to be believed, it was the pre- 
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vailing sentiment in his day, and the recetv- 
ed opinion of the church. 

‘The only portion of this evidence which 
favors Mr. Morris is, ‘but then again I 
have intimated to you that many Christians 
of a pure and pious judgment do not own 
this.” He does not say they were in all 
things orthodox, but were of pure*and pious 
judgment. They therefore can only be 
considered as an excepizon to the prevailing 
opinion of ‘ all, who were exactly and in all 
things orthodox.’ Joseph Mede, Bishop 
Newton, Mr. Vint, and other learned men, 
claim that the not is an interpolation. Justin 
is the first who notices an exception to the 
prevailing opinion; and ‘T'rypho, the Jew, 
with whom he is arguing, distrusts it for its 
novelty. His first witness, therefore, dis- 
proves his own proposition. 

His next witness is Irenaeus, who suffer- 
ed martyrdom, A. D. 202; and from whom 
Mr. Morris quotes as follows: 

“T am not ignorant that some among us who believe, in 
divers nations, and by various works, and who, believing 
do consent with the just, do yet endeavor to turn these 
things into metaphors. But if some have attempted to ala- 
gorize these things, they have not been found in all things 
consistent with themselves, and may be convinced from the 
word themselves.” ‘Again,’ Mr Morris says, ‘he com- 
ptains’ ‘that the sentiments of some were carried away by 
the discourses of the heretics, so that they were ignorant of 


the appointment of God, and the mystery of the resurrec- 
tion of the just and the kingdom.” Pages 83 and 84. 


Thus all that can be drawn from his se- 
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cond witness, is, that there were some inhis 
day, who attempted ‘ to allegorize and turn 
into metaphor the scriptures ;” and ‘ were 
carried away by the discourses of the here- 
iecs;”’ so that the-doctrine as held by Irenaeus, 
was the prevailing and received opimion of 
the church in his day. 

He next quotes Origen, who flourished 
about the middle of the third century, as 
saying, 

“There were only some that held this doctrine, and that 
so secretly, that it had not yet come to the knowledge of 
the heathen ; and that they were only some of the simpler 
sort of Christians.” 1 

It is worthy of remark, that down to the 
time of Origen, Mr. Morris has been unable 
to show that the millenium was not the pre- 
vailing opinion of the church. We also ad- 
mit that with Origen a contrary belief began 
to prevail ; but we shall endeavor to prove 
that after Origen, the council of Nice still 
sanctioned the ancient belief; and it there- 
fore could not have been so secretly held as 
Origen believed. 

Mr. Morris further quotes from Origen as 
follows : | 

“They who deny the millenium, are they who interpret 
the sayings of the prophets by a trope; and they who assert 
it are styled disciples of the letter of scripture only ; the first 
assert the passages which they produce from scripture 


ought to be figuratively understood, the other understand 
the scriptures after tke manner of the Jews.” 


As he claims that a literal interpretation 
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is after the manner of the Jews, it proves that 
those who thus interpret the scriptures, not 
only understand them as did the immediate 
successors of the apostles, but also that those 
to whom the scriptures were first revealed 
understood them in the same literal man- 
ner. 

With Origen commenced a new era in 
prophetic interpretation, which greatly af- 
fected the voice of the church; and it may 
not be amiss to notice the standing of him, 
and his mode of interpretation, with those 
whose opinions are of weight in the church, 
Martin Luther says, that 


“The allegorical sense is commonly uncertain, and by no 
means safe to build our faith upon; forit usually depends 
on human opinion and conjecture only, on which, if a man 
lean, he will find it no better than the Egyptian reed. 
‘Therefore, Origen, Jerome, and similar of the fathers, are 
to be avoided, with the whole of that Alexandrian school, 
which, according to Eusebius and Jerome, formerly aboun- 
ded in this species of interpretation. For later writers un- 
happily following their too much praised and prevailing exam- 
ple, it has come to pass, thatmen make just what they please 
of the Scriptures, until some accommodate. the word of 
God to the most extravagant absurdities; and, as Jerome 
complains of his own times, they extract a sense from Scrip- 
ture repugnant to its meaning ; of which, however, Jerome 
himself was also guilty.” Ann. in Deut. cap. i. fo. 55. Dr. 
Mosheim observes. ‘ After the encomiums we have given 
to Origen, &c., itis not without deep concern we are obli- 
ged to add, that he also, by an unhappy method, opened a 
secure retreat for all sorts of errors, which a wild and irreg- 
ular imagination could bring forth.’ And after noticing 
that he abandoned the literal sense, and divided the hidden 
sense into moral and mystical, or spiritual, he adds: ‘ A pro- 
digious: number of interpreters, both in this and the suc-- 
ceeding ages, followed the method of Origen, though with 
seme variations ; ner could the few, who explained the sa- 
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ered writings with judgment and.a true spirit of criticism, 
oppose with any success the torrent of allegory that was 
overflowing the Church.’ Ch. Hist. cent. iii. part 2. sec. 
5.6. Milner, inbis Church History, says somewhat similar: 
« No man not altogether unsound and hypocritical, ever w- 
jured the Church of Christ more than Origen did.’ ‘ His fan- 
ciful ideas of letter and spirit tended to remove from men’s 
miuds all just conceptions of genuine spirituality. A thick 
mist for ages pervaded the Ehristian world, supported and 
strengthened by his allegorical manner of interpretation. 
The learned alone were considered as guides implicitly to 
be followed; and the vulgar, when the literal sense was his- 
sed off the stage, had nothing to do but to follow their au- 
thority, wherever it might lead them.” Vol. i. page 469. 


The opinions which Origen himself held 
were not in opposition to the two resurrec- 
tions, for he says, in his 13th homily on Jer. 

“ Tf any man shall preserve the washing of the Holy Spir- 
it, &c., be shall have his part in the first resurrection; but 
if any man be saved in the second resurrection only, it is the 
simer that needeth the baptism’ by fire. Wherefore seeing 
these things are so, let us lay the scriptures to heart, and 
make them the rule of our lives; that so, being cleansed 
from the defilement of sin before we depart, we may be 
- raised up with the saints, and have our lot with Jesus Christ.” 

The doctrine, therefore, that was held so 
secretly, was not the doctrine of two resur- 
rections, for this he admitted. Mr. Morris’ 
own witness 1s again evidence against his 
own position. 

This belief of Origen in the restoration 
of the wicked by being purified by fire in 
the second resurrection, shows the tenden- 
cy of figurative and allegorical interpreta- 
tion, to which Origen and some modern 
writers are so much attached. It is also 


12 


126 REVIEW OF 
this mode of interpretation alone by which 
no future punishment is sustained. 

Eusebius Pamphilus, who died A. D. 
339 or 340, is next introduced, on page 85, 
to prove that in his day “the doctrine of 
the personal reign of Christ was not the pre- 
vailing sentiment of the churches, and that it 
produced schism and the apostacy of whole 
churches where it prevailed.” Page 87. 

It may, however, appear that what Euse- 
bius considered an ‘‘apostacy of whole Church- 
es,” would be considered by others, and by 
those too whose opinions are of weight, to 
be an orthodox belief. Bishop J eremy Tay- 
lor in ns “ Liberty of Prophesying,” says 
of him, that he entertained Arian sentiments, 
and is not clear ofa suspicion of having at- 
tempted to corrupt and falsify the Nicene 
creed. For further proof of his Arianism, 
see the works of Mosheim, and ** The Res- 
urrection revealed,” by Dr. Holmes, revised 
Ed. 1833, p. 37. 

‘“« Eusebius, in order to avoid the millenary doctrine, not 
only questioned the canonical authority of the Apocalypse ; 
but in one place says that ‘ Papius was its author, and that 
by the generality of ecclesiastics following it was afterwards 
received, owing to the antiquity of the man.’ Lib. iii. sect. 
- 39. Papius was, however, not very ancient, as he flour- 
ished only about 50 years before Eusebius; who in connec- 
tion with this doctrine, calls him aman of “small compre- 
hension;’ but when he refers to him for other objects, he ad- 
mits him to have ‘ enjoyed great favor and celebrity,’ and 


to have been a man most eloquent in all things, and 
ascii in the scriptures.” Hist. of Euseb. iii. 32. 
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This contradiction of Eusebius, renders 
his testimony of less weight ; and his pe- 
culiar sentiments on Arianism, and the au- 
thenticity of the Apocalypse, prove that 
what he might consider heresy, might still 
be the received opinion of the church. On 
page 86, he mentions Eusebius’ account of 
the controversy of Nepos and Dionysius, 
and on which a quotation is made from the 
latter, to show the bad effect of the doctrine 
of Nepos on the mind, and how Dionysius 
persuaded Coracio, a leader of the doctrine, 
to change his opinion. Eusebius also in the 
same account, relates that Dionysius in the 
pursuit of his object, was led to question the 
canonical authority of the Apocalypse. ven 
Mr. Morris, on page 88, admits that Diony- 
sius is cited by Eusebius, as saying that the 
book of Rev. wagrejected by some who claim- 
ed it was written by Cerinthus, a heretic, 
to sustain his fiction of the reign of Christ on 
earth. As Mr. Morris quotes authority to 
prove the orthodoxy of his belief who ques- 
tion the authenticity of the Apocalypse, 
does he wish to be understood as endorsing 
their opinions ? 

Epiphanius, who flourished about A. D. 
365, is next quoted, (see page 88.) This 
witness speaks favorably of the doctrine 
himself, and mentions it as being held by 
many in histime; and also quotes the words 
of Paulinus, Bishop of Antioch, concerning 
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one Vitalius, whom he highly commends for 
his piety, orthodoxy and learning: he says, 
“Moreover others have affirmed that the venerable man 
should say, that in the first resurrection we shall accomplish 
a certain millenary of years,”’ &c. on which Epiphanius ob- 
serves, ‘‘ And that indeed this millenary term is written of - 


in the Apocalypse of John, and is received of very many 
ot them that are godly, is manifest.” Lib. i. 2 


Mr. Morris only claims to prove from him, 
that in his day, most men, and those pious, 
understood Rev. spiritually. 

Augustine, who died A. D. 430, is said 
on page 88, to inform us that by almost all 
the expositors in his times, the 20th of 
Rev. was understood spiritually. Augus- 
tine, however speaking of those who held 
to a first resurrection, acknowledges that he 
formerly was of that opinion, Di. Civ. Dei. 
Lib. 20. c. 7. ‘Jerome and other writers 
of this period, were great sce@fers at the doc- 
trine, and the consequence was that it fell 
into disrepute and entirely dwindled away ; 
so that we scarcely hear no more of it until 
the tenth and a portion of the eleventh cen- 
tury, the Reformation, and the present time.” 
Page 89. As Mr. Morris has given here a. 
taeborical tact that all millenarians admit, 
and has closed his testimony respecting the 
voice of the primitive church, we will dwell 
no longer on this point, but will present some 
evidence that the millenary doctrine was the 
received opinion of the Primitive church. 

The first testimony we offer is Barnabas, 
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supposed by some to be the companion of 
St. Paul, but questioned by others. He 
quotes Isa. 61: 1: 


“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath ap- 
pointed me to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of restitution.” He then adds—* Furthermore, it is 
written concerning the Sabbath, ‘ Sanctify the Sabbath of 
the Lord with pure hands and witha clean heart.’ And 
elsewhere he saith: ‘if thy children shall keep my Sabbaths 
then will I put my mercy on them ;’ (alluding to the mercy 
promised to Abraham ;) and evenin the beginning of crea- 
tion he makes mention of the Sabbath: ‘ And God made in 
six days, the works of his hands, and he finished them on the 
seventh day, and he rested on the seventh day, and sanctified 
it.’ Consider, my children, what that signifies :—‘ He fin- 
ished them in six days.’ The meaning is this: that in six 
thousand years, the Lord will bring all things to an end. 
For with him one day is a thousand years, as Himself testi- 
tifieth, saying . ‘behold this day shall be as a thousand years.’ 
therefore, children, in six days, (i. e. in 6000 years) shall all 
things be accomplished. And what is that he saith,—‘ He 
rested the seventh day?’ He meaneth that when his Son 
shall come, and abolish the Wicked One, and judge the un- 
godly, and change the sun and moon and stars, then he shall 
gloriously rest in theseventh day. He adds, lastly : ‘Thou 
shalt sanctify it with clean hands and a pure heart, (alluding 
here to circumcision being of the heart.) Wherefore we 
are greatly deceived if we imagine, that any can now sanc- 
tify the day which God hath made holy, without having a 
heart pure in all things. Behold, therefore, he will then tru- 
ly sanctify it with blessed rest, when we have received the 
righteous promise ;—when iniquity shall be no more, all 
things beng renewed by the Lord; and shall then be able to 
sanctify it, being ourselvesholy.” See sec. xiv. xv. Epistle 
of Barnabas. . 


The next testimony is that of Papias, who’ | 


is acknowledged by Eusebius and Jerome | 
to have been a disciple of John, and a com- 
panion of Polycarp. Kusebii Hist. lib. iti. 
None doubt his prety and godliness, and he 
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was considered by the immediate succes- 
sors’ of the apostles qualified to be made 
bishop of Hierapolis. Eusebius quotes from 
him as follows : 


“ Other things also the same writer, (Papias) has set forth 
as having come down to him by unwritten tradition—some 
new parables and discours2s of the Savior, and certain oth- 
er things somewhat fabulous. Among these he says that 
there will be a certain thousand years after the resurrectionof 
the dead, when the kingdom of Christ shall be established cor- 
poreally on this earth.” Hist. lib. ili. sect. 39. 

St. Jerome (De Script Eccles.) gives us an account of a 
book by Papias, called “The Explanation of the words of 
the Lord,”’ in which he says “‘ he had the apostles for his au- 
thors; and that he considered what Andrew, what Peter said, 
what Philip, what Thomas said, andother disciples of the Lord.” 


Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, and disciple 
of St. John, also interpreted the scriptures 
literally ; and taught that the just should 
rise from the dead and reign with Christ. 

The testimony of Justin Martyr has al- 
ready been examined, ‘who says that all 
who are reputed orthodox so believed. 


Irenzeus, another of Mr. Morris’ witnesses, testifies in an 
epistle to Florinus, his recollection of Polycarp, ‘the man- 
ner of his life, the form of his person, and the discourses he 
made to the people; and how he related his conversation with 
John and others who had seen the Lord; and how he related 
their sayings and the things which he heard of them coneerning 
‘his miracles and doctrines, as he had received them from the eye- 
witnesses of the Lord of Life: all of which Polycarp related 
agreeably to the Scriptures,” &c. 


In accordance with the views of such a 
teacher, he taught that the just would arise 
at the appearing of God, and reign on the 
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earth. He says this is “made manifest in 
the epistle to the Romans : 


“For the expectation of the creature waiteth for the man- 
ifestation of the sons of God, &e. for the creature itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.’ The promise hke- 
wise of God which he made to Abraham decidedly confirms 
this: for he says, ‘ Liftup now thine eyes, and look from 
the place where thou art, northward and southward, and 
eastward, and westward; for allthe land which thou seest, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever,’ (Gen. 18: 34, 
16.) And again, ‘Arise, walk through the landin the length 
of it and in the breadth of it, for I will give it unto thee,” 
(ver. 17.) For Abraham received no inheritance in it,— 
not even a foot-breadth, but always was a stranger and a 
sojourner in it. And when Sarah his wife died, and the chil- 
dren of Heth offered to give him a piece of land for a burial 
place, he would not accept it, but purchased it for four hun- 
dred pieces of silver, from Ephron the son of Zohar the 
Hittite ; staying himself on the promise of God, and being 
unwilling to seem toaccept from man what God had prom- 
ised to give him, saying to him, “To thy seed will I give this 
jand, from the great river of Egypt to the great river Eu- 
phrates.’ Thus, therefore, as God promised to him the in- 
heritance of the earth, and he received it not during the 
whole time he lived in it, it is necessary that he should re- 
ceive it, together with his seed, that is, with such of them as 
fear God, and believe in him—in the resurrection of the just.” 
Irenzus then goes on to show, that Christ and the church 
are also of the trueseed, and partakers of the promises, 
and concludes the chapter as follows: ‘Thus, therefore, 
those who are of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham; 
and the same are the children of Abraham. For God re- 
peatedly promised the inheritance of the land to Abraham 
and his seed ; and as neither Abrahain nor his seed—thatis, 
not those who are justified by faith—have enjoyed any in- 
heritance in it, they will undoubtedly receive rt at the resur- 
rection of the just. For true and unchangeable is God: 
wherefore also he said, ‘Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth.’” Tren. lib. 5. chap. 32. 


In the 34th chapter, he interprets the vis- 
ion of the vally of dry bones, Ezek. 37 : 12— 
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14, as applicable only to the first resurrec- 
tion; and also various other prophecies 
which are now quoted in support of a tem- 
poral millenium, he applied to the same pe- 
riod. It is interesting to know how the im- 
mediate successors of the apostles understood 
such passages ; and when we find that men 
who received instruction from those who saw the 
Lord, interpreted the scriptures literally, 
and believed in the doctrine of the milleni- 
um; and that a contrary belief and spiritual 
interpretation did not prevail until the 
church began to be corrupt; our faith ad- 
heres more strongly to the APOSTOLIC BE- 
LIEF which prevailed in the first and purest 
ages. 

Turtullian, bishop of Carthage, wrote his famous ‘“‘Apol- 
ogy” about A. D. 180, in which the same doctrine is found; 
and he mentions it as a custom of his tumes, for Christians 


to “pray that they might have part in the first resurrec- 
tion.”’ 


Cyprian, who lived about A. D. 220, states that Chris- 
tians supposed that those who suffered for Christ would ob- 
tain a more distinguished lot in his kingdom; and that a 
thirst for martyrdom was the consequence, that they might 
obtain a better resurrection. | 

This brings us down to the time of Ori- 
gen, whose testimony has been already con- 
sidered ; and with whom commenced a new 
era of prophetic interpretation, in which the 
literal gave place to the figurative in a great 
degree, and the doctrine of the millenium 
became corrupted, and in a measure ob- 
scured. But previous to Origen, accord- 
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ing to Mosheim, this doctrine had met with 
nO opposition. Eccl. Hist. vol. 1, p. 284. 

The majority of the church, however, 
still adhered to the literal mode of in- 
terpretation ; for after Origen, Lactantius, 
who flourished about A. D. 310, and Me- 
thodius, bishop of Olympus, who suffered 
martyrdom about A. D. 312, both taught 
this doctrine.. And in A. D. 325 the Nicene 
council, which consisted of 318 bishops 
from all parts of christendom, besides pres- 
byters and deacons, in the language of an- 
other, “gave in a noble testimony to the farth 
which was once delivered to the saints.” 

No one can deny but that what was sanc- 
tioned by that council, must be admitted to 
have been at that time the received opinion 
of the church. And in their forms of eccle- 
siastical doctrines, on the last clause of the 
Nicene creed ‘I look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come,” 
they speak thus : 

“'The world was made inferior through foreknowledge : 
for God saw that man would sin; therefore we expect new 
heavens and anew earth; according to the holy scriptures, 
atthe appearing of the great God our Savior Jesus Christ. 

* And as Daniel says: (chap. vii. 18.) The saints of the Most 
High shall take the kingdom. And there shall be a pure 
and holy land, the land of the living and not of the dead ; 
which David foreseeing with the eye of faith exclaims: Ibe- 
lieve to see the goodness of the Lord in the Land of the liv- 
ing,—the land of the meek and humble. Blessed, saith 


Christ, (Matt.5; 5) are the meek for they shall inherit the 
garth. And the prophet saith: (Isaiah 26:6.) “ The feet 
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of the meek and humble shall tread upon it.” Hist. Act. Con. 
Nice. 


Jerome was a vehement adversary of this 
doctrine, but says that “he durst uot con- 
demn the doctrine, because many ecclesias- 
tical persons and martyrs affirm the same.” 
According to Mr. Morris, page 89, ‘Je- 
rome and other writers of this period were 
great scoffers at this doctrine ; and the con- 
sequence was, it fell into disrepute.” He 
thus shows that similar arguments were 
brought to bear against it then, that are 
now ; and that the scoffers whom Peter, (3: 
3.) predicted should arise in the last days, 
began then to arise, and arrayed themselves 
against the same doctrine, that is now so 
violently assailed and scoffed at by them. 

From this period the doctrine grew more 
into disrepute, untilas Papacy arose, it 
was finally but little heard of, until the tenth 
century, the reformation and the present 
time. Indeed it would not have been much 
in its favor, had it been a favorite doctrine 
in the Catholic church during the dark 
ages. 

"We have thus shown eh, this doctrine 
did pr evail in the church till the fourth cen- 
rury ; and that in the three first, it was the 
received opinion of the church. Bishop 
Newton says ‘the doctrine of the milleni- 
um was generally believed in the three first 
and purest ages ; and this belief, as the learn- 
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ed Dodwell has justly observed, was one 
principal cause of the fortitude of the prim- 
itive Christians; they even coveted mar- 
tyrdom, in hopes of being partakers of the 
privileges and glories of the martyrs in the 
first resurrection.’ 

In the two first centuries there was not 
an individual who believed in a resurrec- 
tion of the dead, whose name or memory 
has come down to us, that opposed it ; nor 
does there exist any fragment of the writ- 
ings of any author that demied it’ ‘The tes- 
timony also is, that it was received from those 
who saw our Lord, and heard of him respect- 
ing those days. 

‘Thomas Burnet in his « theory of the 
earth,” printed in London, A. D. 1697, 
states that it was the recewed opinion of the 
primitive church, from the days of the apostles 
to the council of Nice, that this earth would 
continue six thousand years from creation, 
when the resurrection of the just and con- 
flagration of the earth would usher in the 
millenium and reign of Christ on earth. 
He also states that many of the Fathers be- 
lieved that the world was then near its end ; 
but that such belief was founded upon the 
chronology of the Septuagint, according to 
which the world was then near the end of 
the 6000 years. See Book 3: Page 24. 

Time has shown the error of that chro- 
nology ; but according to the chronology of 
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the bible, based upon the literal reading of 
the Hebrew text, with the testimony cf Jo- 
sephus for the length of time that imtervened 
from the death of Moses to the first captivi- 
ty, and the most approved chronology for 
the only period where the chronology of the 
bible fails us—being no less than three dis- 
tinct chronologies of as many different na- 
tions, furnish a fair argument that the world 
can now be but avery short period from 
the end of the 6000 years. See ‘Ancient 
Chronology harmonized,” by Rev. A. B. 
Chapin, A. M., Mem. Conn. Acad. Arts and 
Sci., Mem. Yale Nat. Hist. Soc. Also ‘‘“Mil- 
ler’s Life and Views,” page 36. 

Mr. Burnet, speaking of the final end, 
says that until some of the prophecies in 
the «Apocalypse be accomplished, (which 
have now been,) ‘‘ we are as a man that 
awakes in the night, all is dark about him, 
and he knows not how far the night is 
spent: but if he watch till the light appears, 
the first glimpses of that will resolve his 
doubts.” ‘He that does not err above a 
century in calculating the last period of time 
from what evidence we have at ‘present, 
[150 years ago,] hath, in my opinion, cast 
up his accounts very well. But the scenes 
will change fast towards the evening of this 
long day, and when the Sun is near ‘setting, 
they will more easily compute how far he 
hath to run.” ‘But some divine person 
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may appear before the second coming of 
Christ, as there did before his first coming, 
and by giving new light and life to the 
Christian doctrine may dissipate the mists 
of error.” Book 3: Chap. 6. 

Speaking of the:signs which will precede 
the coming of Christ, he quotes Matt. 24:29, 
and after speaking of the darkning of the 
Sun and Moon, he says, ‘the last sgn we 
shall take notice of is that of the falling stars. 
‘And the stars shall fall from heaven, says 
our Savior. No doubt there will be all 
sorts of firey meteors at that time ; and 
amongst others those called falling stars, 
which though they are not considerable 
singly, yet if they were multiplied.in great 
numbers, falling, as the prophet says, as 
leaves from the vine, or figs from the fig tree, 
they would make an astonishing sight.” He 
says that “we need not look upon these 
things as hyperbolical and poetic strains, 
but as bare-faced prophecies, and things 
that will literally come to pass ;” and that 
“we are not to recede from the literal sense 
without necessity, or where the nature of the 
subject will admit of a literal interpreta- 
tion.” Ib. Chap. 11. 

Many of those now alive have lived to 
see these expectations of Burnet literally 
fulfilled in the darkning of the Sun and 
Moon, in 1780, and in the shower of falling 
meteoric stars on the night of Nov. 13th, 
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1833, when “the stars of heaven fell unto 
the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her un- 
timely fies, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind,\Rev: 62°13. 

As this was one of the very last signs 
which our Savior gives in Matt. 24th, that 
~ would precede me coming; and that John 
saw, Rev. 6, before the great day of his 
wrath came; and as it has been fulfilled in 
the very manner that ancient writers ex- 
pected, we have reason to believe that the 
remainder of the prophecies given in the 
same connection are near their accomplish- 
ment. 

-An attempt is made, on page 89---93, to 
bring discredit on the doctrine of the millen- 
ium, by connecting it with opinions of the 
Jews. Mr. Morris says, page 89,‘The truth 
in respect to Christ’s personal reign 18, that 
it was not the conception of thes primitive 
church; it is of Jewish origin, and can 
boast ol a most ancient parentage.” ‘This 
may be all very true, and yet not affect the 
truth of the doctrine. The question is 
whether this was the received opinion of 
the primitive church; and this has been 
proved in the affirmative. Who ever else 
may have believed it cannot affect its truth. 
The Jews admit the authenticity of the Old 
Testament, but that 1s no reason why we 
should reject it; and so with many other 
questions respecting which both Jew and 
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christian agree. The belief in one God 
was not a conception of the primitive church, 
but was previously a favorite belief in Is- 
rael; yet no one rejects it on that account. 
Neither can such an objection to this ques- 
tion be valid. 

Another objection to this doctrine is, that 
some who entertained it, had gross and car- 
nal notions respecting it,—a “ strange mix- 
ture of earthly and spiritual things,” p. 97. 
To prove this various quotations are made 
from Lactantius and others; he however 
admits, on page 97, that Mr. Miller’s views 
differ from their views in these particulars. 
That this doctrine became corrupted is ad- 
mitted ; and Lactantius, from whom Mr. 
Morris quotes, believed that ‘during the 
thousand years, the living should generate 
an infinite multitude,” &c. page 99. Lac- 
tantius lived about A. D. 310, and Mr. Mor- 
ris says, he was one of the last of the mik 
lenarians. He therefore lived when it would 
not be strange that error should creep into 
his belief. Mr. Morris also says, he was 
one of the best ; but he doubtless considers 
those still better, who make the 1000 years 
entirely earthly and temporal ; and which we 
claim is a still greater corruption of this 
doctrine. Since the days of the fathers, the 
doctrine of the millenium has not been the 
received opinion of the church. It was re- 
vived at the reformation, and many individ- 
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uals of eminence have since embraced it; 
among whom, are Tyndal, Luther, Calvin, 
the martyr Bradford, Goodwin, Gouge, 
Langley, Bunyan, Wesley, the learned 
Joseph Mede, Fletcher, Horsley, Bishop 
Newton, Sir Isaac Newton, Milton, Cotton 
Mather, and a host of others. 

The Papists succeeded in bringing it into 
disrepute, by imputing to it the earthly 
notions and carnalities of Cerinthus, until 
the words chaliast and millenary became a 
term of reproach. Many are disposed to 
discard a doctrine, merely because at some 
period it has been corrupted ; but a mo- 
ment of investigation will show us that such 
a reason 1s no argument, forif it is good in 
one instance, it will be in another ; and there 
is probably no doctrine believed by the 
church, which has not been corrupted at 
some period since the apostles. The doc- 
trine of an intermediate state was turned 
into purgatory by the Papists ; the ceremony 
of baptism was made regeneration, and 
the host has been worshipped as the real 
presence; but no true christian for this 
reason ever rejected the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s supper, because 
those doctrines had been corrupted. The 
true principle has been to reject the corrup- 
tions, and receive those doctrines in their 
original purity. Therefore the doctrine of 
Mr. Miller, of a ‘glorious immortal, and 
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personal reign of Christ on earth,” has no 
more connection with Chiliasm, than has 
the doctrme of a temporal millenium.— 
As Mr. Morris has considered it necessary 
to devote a whole chapter, to give an im- 
pression that the belief of the personal reign 
of Christ on earth was not the received opin- 
ion of the primitive church; we m&y justly 
infer that he considers it necessary that it 
should have been thus received, to render it 
worthy of consideration now ; and that no 
doctrine has any claim to our belief, that 
was not the recewed opinion of the primitive 
church. It is therefore necessary for him to 
show, that his own views of a temporal and 
spiritual millenium were ever recewed by the 
church previous to these last days; and if 
he cannot do that, his own theory must fall 
to the ground. 

That a temporal millenium was a belief 
of the primitive church, no one will claim ; 
for no trace of such’an opinion can be found 
in the purest and best ages of the church. 
The doctrine of a temporal millenium is a 
child of ancient Chiliasm. A Chaliast, is 
literally, one who believes in the thousand 
years, ot Rev. 20: 4, as yet future. When 
the apostolic millenary doctrine became cor- 
rupted by a mixture of earthly and carnal, 
’ with spiritual notions, it was called chilasm ; 
but the doctrine of a temporal millenium 
rejects the spiritual, and retains only the 
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earthly and carnal notions; and as it is the 
most modern phase of the ancient doctrine,. 
and isthe received opinion, it is rightly called 
‘Modern Chiliasm.” Thus the ancient 
millenary doctrine taught that risen saints 
would alone inherit the earth; Chiliasm 
taught a mixt state of society, composed of 
risen saints and the continuance of the right- 
eous in a mortal state; ‘* modern chiliasm’ 
teaches that the righteous in a mortal state 
alone will participate in the blessing of this 
1000 years. Among the earliest believers 
of a millenium in teme, were Thomas Mun- 
zer, in the 16th, and Thomas Venner in the 
17th centuries, who with their adherents 
committed such excesses, that it did not 
extensively prevail. They taught that Christ 
would reign personally in time. Most of 
those who now place the millenium in time 
believe that Christ will reign spiritually. 

The doctrine of a millenium before the 
resurrection was supported in Ger. by the 
‘fifth monarchy men,” who united under 
John, of Leyden, otherwise King John of 
Munster. This man quit his thimble and 
shears to set up the kingdom of Christ in 
this world, before the resurrection. He pos- 
sessed the city of Munster more than a 
year, and alarmed all Germany. The city 
was finally starved, and King John captur- 
ed. ‘Such in forthe times have been the 
fruits of this doctrine,” page 81. 


MORRIS’ MODERN CHILIASM. 1438 


This belief was held in Germany by a 
sect called Coccetans, founded by Cocceius, 
professor of theology at Bremen, who died 
1699. This sect held, among other opin- 
ions, that of a visible reign of “Christ in this 
world, after a general conversion of the 
Jews, and all other people to the true chris- 
tian faith,”—Eng. Encycl. Art. Cocceius. 

We have now traced this doctrine through 
its earlier stages, to the commencement of 
the 18th century. The first of the modern 
school is Daniel Whitby, D. D., who died 
1726, aged 88. He is the first wroter of any 
weight in the church who is quoted in support 
of the doctrine as it is now believed ; and 
he acknowledged that he differed from the 
ancient millenaries. He taught only the 
earthly notions of the chiliasts, having strip- 
ped their doctrine of its only ‘ redeeming 
spirit—the coming of Christ and the resurrec- 
dion of the just.” He looked for the Noble- 
man’s return in a spiritual way; without ex- 
pecting to see him. 

Dr. Whitby was succeeded by President 
Edwards, Dr. Hopkins, and others of such 
great weight in the church, that soon this 
doctrine was the received opinion of the 
churches; and which are content to wait 
1000 years for the coming of their Lord ; 
this is now believed by most people to have 
been the ancient opinion of the church!! 
and yet it is so modern, that according to. 
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Joshua Spalding, who wrote in support of 
the millenary doctrine in 1796, “Even as 
late as the great earthquake, in New Eng- 
land, many christians were looking for the 
second coming of Christ; and with this ex- 
pectation, they arose and trimmed their 
lamps. Many christians were then in an 
exercise of faith like that related of the 
reverend and godly Mr. P.—— who awak- 
ing from sleep, said to his consort,My dear, 
the Lord is come ; let us arise and go forth 
to meet him. I have had the testimony of 
elderly christian people in several parts of 
NewEngland, that within their remembrance 
this doctrine was first advanced in the places 
where they lived, and have heard them name 
the ministers who first preached it in their 
churches.’’---2d Coming of Christ,page 221. 
_ As the doctrine of a temporal millenium 
is therefore shown to be of modern origin 
and contrary to the opinions of the primitive 
church, it can only stand on the same footing 
with other opinions, which were never the 
received opinions of the church ; but which 
can only be traced back for a short period 
to some one man, or set of men, beyond 
which no trace of them is found ; and are 
therefore unsupported by authority. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


EXAMINATION OF MR. MORRIS’ CONCLUDING 
REMARKS. 


‘He says, page 98, ‘It is time the church 
of Christ had done with the pursuit of phan- 
toms on this subject.” 

We will let others decide which is the 
most a phantom, a theory that is based 
upon a plain literal interpretation of scrip- 
ture, or one which substitutes figurative and 
spiritual interpretations. 

Mr. Morris claims that the opinions of 
judicious, learned, and pious commentators 
are entitled to respect. .That is true, but 
‘who shall decide when doctors disagree ?”’ 
When therefore we find the good, and the 
learned, arrayed on every sede of every question, 
we have no resource but to fall back in 
humble reliance upon THE WoRD oF Gop. 

On page 100, Mr. Morris claims that ‘the © 
Jewish Rabbis, did not err respecting the 
time of the first advent.” ‘ They expected 
it; and attempted to show from the scrip- 
tures, that it would soon take place. Hence 
they were, together with the whole Jewish 
nation, in the attitude of expectation when 
Christ came.” On page 77, when he was 
attempting to make out that there was ‘*a 
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eareful concealment of the exact time’ of 
future events, he says ‘* The time of his 
coming rested under a cloud ;.nor were the 
minds of men freed from perplexity, and 
the veil removed from their understandings 
ull the event of his birth!! 

He says, page 100, that our expositors 
would be as ready to welcome Christ on 
earth, if he should come in person in 1843, 
as they are to receive him into their hearts. 

They-will be ready, then, to pray Come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly ; and will love 
his appearing; nor will they be offended 
with, and scoff at those who look for his 
coming. 

He asks emphatically, ‘Is it wicked to 
discredit the theory of the second advent ; 
and tooppose the views, the reasonings, and 
assertions of those who advocate it ?”? We 
answer, that it is not, if it is done ina right 
spirit. But-when it is manifest that those 
who thus oppose, would be unwilling for 
Christ to come, as is sometimes the case, it 
cannot be right. And we believe it is 
wicked to assert that ‘‘he will not come’? for 
1000 years ; and that the ungodly are rely- 
ing on such assertions, for years of peace 
and safety yet in sin; and also that they 
look with peculiar favor upon those who 
thus preach. ; 

He says, page 103, ‘It should) have no 
weight with considerate persons that Mr. 
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Miller really believes that he acts under a. 
divine commission, secretly revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit, to proclaim to mankind 
the doctrine of the second advent and 
speedy end of the world ;” and on page 
101 “For it isa fact that when such men 
persuade themselves that divine revelations 
are made to them, they lose their humility,” 
&c. &c. The tendency of such remarks is 
to cause the world to believe that Mr. Mil- 
ler pretends to revelations from God 3 but 
he makes no*such pretentions. All that 
such a representation can be based upon is, 
in his saying, that seeing these truths in the 
bible ‘it was impressed upon my mind” to 
publish it to the world; and ‘after a num- 
ber of years I was compelled by the Spirit 
of God, the power of truth, and the love of 
souls, to take up my cross and proclaim 
these things to a dying and_ perishing 
world.”? Will brother Morris deny that his 
mind was ever impressed with a duty to 
publish salvation? or that he was compel- 
led by a love of souls and the Spirit of God 
to arouse a dying world? Ifnot, then he 
makes the same pretensions with Mr. Miller. 
And no one is worthy of a place in the min- 
istry, who is not actuated by similar mo- 
tives. A love of souls prompts Mr. Miller 
‘to sound the “midnight ery.” We hope 
no one is actuated by any thing but a love 
of souls in opposing it. (?) ‘ , 
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He says, page 103, ‘the Shakers, who 
believe that they are already (somewhat in 
advance of Mr. Miller) the millenial church,” 
&c. “ pretend they are acting under divine 
guidance.” Will Mr. Morris admit that 
‘ministers should not so feel? or that men 
rush into the ministry without a call from 
God? The Shakers, as they believe ina 
*‘ temporal milleniumn’’already come, are more 
in advance of Mr. Morris, than Mr. Miller. 
As Mr. Miller makes no pretensions to in- 
spiration, the instances that Mr. Morris has 
enumerated of men who supposed they were 
under such an influence, are not in point; 
and. will therefore be passed over. 

On pages 104 and 105 are several quota- 
tions instancing men who at different times 
believed in areign of Christ on earth, and 
end of the world; and who founded such 
belief upon secret revelations, or conjectures from 
the stars, &c. and whose expectations were 
disappointed. And on page 75 he “says the 
millenium, (not a temporal one,) has been 
expected in every century since the Chris- 
tian Era. It has been fixed for several dif- 
ferent years during the short period of my 
own life. I believed those predictions to be 
vain, and I have lived to see them such.” 
This he quotes from Dr. Clark, and adds, 
“And why may not Mr. Miller and his ad- 
-herents be mistaken as to their calculations 
respecting the speedy end of the world.’” 
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The foregoing is considered by many as 
a powerful argument. Because men have 
guessed,—judg A, Jrom the stars, or seen some 
reat sign, they predicted the end of the 
world, and failed. Therefore an argument 
drawn from the worp or Gop will fail! 
Will any allow themselves to reason 
in this manner? If the time is predicted i in 
the word of God, it cannot fail. If it is 
not there predicted, we have no evidence 
ofthe time. The only question is therefore, 
Is it there predicted? And unless it can 
be shown that an argument cannot be drawn 
from that source, which is worthy of our 
consideration, the assertion that expectations 
of such an event, based upon guess-work have 
failed, amounts to nothing. Neither because 
some have been unable to discover the time 
from the bible, does it follow, that others, 
at the appointed time, cannot see it. Such 
an argument would be claiming that no one 
could ever discover anything new ; and that, 
the words would not be ist at the 
time of the end. ' 

A similar thought is found on page 107. 
He claims that when the bible was written, 
God could then have revealed all future 
events “ with the clearness of a sunbeam.” 
True, God could have done it, but did it 
not ; and he has expressly assured us, that 
‘the words are closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end ;” and also, that ‘“ the 
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wicked shall do wickedly and none of the 
wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand.” It therefore does not follow 
that what has been a sealed book in days 
past, will be always sealed up. ‘ 

He says, on:page 106, speaking of the 
predictions of others having ‘ proved to be 
fictions,” that ‘‘there is not the shadow of 
a reason to prove that Mr. Miller’s hypo- 
thesis will not share the same fate. I con- 
fidently expect it will; and here, I wash my 
hands of all participation in the work of 
having published it in the ears of my fellow 
men. [warn them against believing it. I 
exhort them to let it alone, entirely, and not 
be diverted from their duty and business by 
those who preach and defend it.” 

Mr. Morris washes his hands from any 
agency in the work of sounding “ the mid- 
night cry,’”’ as though our duty consisted in 
silencing the fears of those who are unpre- 
pared for the bar of God to which they are 
‘bound. But is there no danger in warning 
people against believing it? We would 
speak kindly on this subject, but we believe 
that the danger does not consist in being 
prepared for that event, but in being wnpre- 
pared. Suppose that the whole world should 
believe in this event, and should prepare for 
it; they would be in no worse condition, if 
it should not come, than were the inhabit- 
ants of Ninevah who repented at the preach- 
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ing of Jonah. Neither will any of those 
who do prepare ever mourn the day they 
made such a preparation. But if that day 
should come, those who are then unprepared 
will see too late their folly. We therefore 
need not warn men to disbelreve that Christ 
is soon to appear. 

Another reason for believing that the dan- 
ger does not consist in sounding the alarm, 
is, that Christ and his apostles never so 
preached. They preached ‘“ repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand ;”’ and, ‘“ Be- 
hold the Judge standeth at the door.” 
There is no danger in preaching what they 
preached. 

Again, we are not cautioned that we 
should not look for Christ before he is to 
come ; nor is there any danger threatened 
against those who sound the cry, ‘‘ Behold 
the Bridegroom cometh,” or warn the wick- 
ed unnecessarily. Neither is there any 
promise held out to those that cry peace 
and safety, or say my Lord delayeth his 
coming, or doubt the promise of his com- 
ing, or who do not love his appearing. 

The crown of righteousness is laid up for 
those who do love his appearing, and he will 
appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation to those only who look for him. It 
is the servant who is found so dowmg, when 
his Lord comes, that is blessed ; and those — 
will enter in to the marriage supper of the 
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Lamb, who are ready when the Bridegroom 
appears. Itis to those who “ say in their 
hearts my Lord delayeth his coming,” that 
he will come ina day that they look not for 
him, and will cast them into outer darkness. 
And it is to those who cry peace and safety 
that sudden destruction will come. So that 
the danger cannot consist in warning the 
world to be prepared, and it may consist in 
causing them to disregard it; and no man 
can say it will not come. 

The word of God in no instance encour- 
ages us to be asleep at our posts, but we 
are commanded to ‘watch therefore, for 
ye know not at what hour your Lord doth 
come.” ‘Therefore be ye also ready, for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh,” Matt. 24: 42, 44. “Let 
your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning ; and ye yourselves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord, when he will re- 
turn from the wedding; that, when he 
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
him immediately. Blessed are those ser- 
vants, whom the Lord when he cometh 
shall find watching ; verily, I say unto you 
‘that he shall gird himself, and make them 
to sit down to meat, and will come forth 
and serve them. And if he shall come in 
the second watch, or come in the third 
watch and find them so, blessed are those 
servants.” ‘* Blessed is that servant whom 
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his Lord when he cometh shall find so do- 
ing,” Luke 12: 35--38, 43. ‘And take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so 
that day come upon you unawares. Foras 
a snare shall it come on all them that dwell 
on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye 
therefore and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand Before 
the Son of man,’ Luke 21: 34--36. “And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch,” 
Mark 13: 37. ‘'Therefore let us not sleep 
as do others; but let us watch and be so- 
ber,” 1 Thess. 5: 6. ‘* But the end of all 
things is at hand; be ye therefore sober, 
and watch unto prayer,” 1 Pet.4: 7. “If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come 
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee.” ‘ Be- 
hold I come quickly, hold fast that which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” 
‘¢ Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
If any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me,” Rev. 3: 3,11, 
20. 

With so many exhortations to watch, and 
to be looking for that event, and with the 
assurance that if we do not watch it will 
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come upon us as a thief; we would wash 
our hands of all participation in causing 
any soul to delay being prepared for that 
day, or from flattering himself of a moments 
safety while continuing in sin. And lest 
we should be thus guilty, we would not 
dare to disregard the evidence, though it 
were not a tenth part so great, which points 
to that day as near even at the doors; and 
we would therefore rather give the alarm 
needflessly a hundred times, and have each 
time pass by, than to fail of warning the 
world when that day does come. 

That there is danger of our Being asleep, 
at our post, is evident from the scriptures ; 
and which are so full and explicit on this 
subject, that we cannot refrain from msert- 
ing what God says respecting it. 

‘The Lord hath poured out upon you 
the spirit of deep sleep and hath closed your 
eyes; the prophets and your rulers, the 
seers hath he covered. And the vision of 
all is become unto you as the. words of a 
book that is sealed, which men deliver to 


one that is learned, saying, read this, I pray 


thee ; and he saith, I cannot, for it is seal- 
ed: and the book is delivered to him that is 
not learned, saying, read this, I pray thee ; 
and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore 
the Lord saith, Forasmuch as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honor me, but have removed 
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their heart far from me, and their fear to- 
ward me is taught by the precept of men ; 
therefore behold I will proceed to do a mar- 
vellous work among this people, even a 
marvellous work and a wonder: for the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid,” Isa 29: 10--14. ‘ They have be- 
lied the Lord and said it is not he; neither 
shall evil come, upon us; nether shall we 
see sword nor famine. And the prophets shall 
become wind, and the the word is not in 
them. Wherefore thus saith the Lord God 
of hosts, Because ye speak this word, be- 
hold I will make my words in thy mouth. 
fire, and this people wood, and it’shall de- — 
vour them,” Jer. 5: 12--14. ‘Shall I not 
visit for these things, saith the Lord: shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this? A wonderful and horrible thing is 
committed in the land ; the prophets proph- 
esy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means, and my people love to haveit so, 
and what will ye doin the end thereof ?” 
Jer.5: 29--31. ‘Every one is given to 
covetousness ; and from the prophet even - 
unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. 
They have healed also the hurt of the 
daughter of my people slightly, saying 
peace, peace; when there is no peace.— 
Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? nay, they were 
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not at all ashamed, neither could they blush : 
therefore they shall fall among them that 
fall; at the time that I visit them they shall 
be cast down, saith the Lord. Thus saith 
the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls. But they said, We will 
not walk therein. Also I set watchmen over 
you, saying, Hearken to the sound of the 
trumpet. But they said, We will not heark- 
en: Therefore hear ye nations, and know O 
congregation, what is among them. Hear 


O earth: behold I will bring evil upon this 


people, even the fruit of their thoughts, 
because they have not hearkened to my 


words, nor to my law, but rejected it,” Jer. 
6: 13--19. ‘* Then said I, Ah Lord God! 
behold the prophets say unto them, Ye shall 
not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine ; 
but [will give you assured peace in this place. 
Then the Lord said unto me, The prophets 
prophesy lies in my name; I sent them not, 
neither have 1 commanded them, neither 
spake unto them; they prophesy unto you 
a false vision and divination, and a thing of 
nought, and the deceit of their heart.— 
Therefore, thus saith the Lord concerning 
the prophets that prophesy in my name and 
I sent them not, yet they say sword and 
famine shall not be in this land ; by sword 
and famine shall those prophets. be con- 
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sumed. And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of 
Jerusalem, because of the famine, and the 
sword; and they shall have none to bury them, 
them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their 
daughters ; for | will pour their wickedness 
upon them,” Jer. 14: 13--16. “Thus saith 
theLord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words 
of the prophets that prophesy unto you ; they 
make you vain; they speak a vision of their 
own heart, and not out of the mouth of the 
Lord. ‘They say still unto them that despise 
me, The Lord hath said, ye shall have 
peace; and they say unto every one-that 


walketh after the imagination of his own. 
heart, No evil shall come upon you.” “Ihave _ 


not sent these prophets, yet they ran; I 
have not spoken to them, yet they prophe- 
sied.” ‘I have heard what the prophets 
said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
I have dreamed, I have dreamed. -How 
long shall this be in the heart of the proph- 
ets that prophesy les? Yea, they are proph- 
ets of the deceit of their own heart, which 


think to cause my people to forget my name | 


by their dreams, which they tell every 
inan” to *his* neighbor,” Jere 2a 716, 27} 
21, 25--27. “Son of manI have made 
thee a waTcHMAN unto the house of Israel : 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me. When I say 
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die ; and 
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thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way to 
save his life; the same wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand,” Ezek.3: 17, 18.— 
‘“‘'Thus saith the Lord God, Woe unto the 
foolish prophets that follow their own spirit, 
and have seen nothing! O Israel, thy proph- 
ets are like the foxes in the deserts. Ye 
have not gone up into the gaps, neither made 
up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand 
in the battle i in the day of the Lord. They 
have séen vanity and lying divinations, say- 
ing, The Lord saith, and the Lord hath not 
sent them, and they have made others to hope 
that they would confirm the word. Have ye 
not seen a vain. vision, and have ye not 
spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, 
The Lord saith it ; albeit I have not spoken ? 
Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, Because 
ye have spoken vanity, and seen lee there- 
fore behold I am against you, saith the Lord 
God.. And mine bend shall be upon the 
prophets that see vanity, and that divine 
lies ; they shall not be in the assembly of 
my people, neither shall they be written in 
the writing of the house of Israel, neither 
shall they enter into the land of Israel; and 
ve shall know that I am the Lord God. 
Because, even because they have seduced 
my people, saying peace and there was no 
peace,” Ezek. 13: 3--10. ‘If the watch- 
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man see the sword come and blow not the 
trumpet, and the people be not warned ; if 
the sword come and take any person from 
among them, he is taken away in his iniqui- 
ty, but his blood will I require at the watch- 
man’s hands. So thou, Oson man, I have 
set thee a watchman unto the house of Isra- 
el; therefore thou shalt hear the word at 
my mouth and warn them from me,” Ezek. 
83: 6,7. ‘* Thus saith the Lord concern- 
ing the prophets that make my people err, 
that bite with their teeth and cry ‘ Peace ;’ 
and he that putteth not into their mouths, 
they even prepare war against him: there- 
fore night shall be unto you, that ye shall 
not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto 
you that ye shall not divine; and the sun 
shall go down over the prophets, and the 
day shall be dark over them. ‘Then shall 
the seers be ashamed and the diviners con- 
founded ; yea they shall all cover their lips, 
for there is no answer of God,’? Micah3: 
5--7. 

With such pointed threatenings against 
those who are instrumental in crying peace, 
when there is no peace, and in not pro- 
claiming the coming of the sword when it is 
about to descend; and when we find no 
declarations against those who raise the 
alarm when there proves to be no danger, 
we cannot doubt which is the safe course 
for us to pursue. And when we find be- 
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loved and respected individuals fearful of 
giving a false alarm, we tremble lest souls 
may take courage to continue in sin on that 
account; and we know that such a conse- 
quence would be equally deprecated by 
them, for if they beheved that event to be 
near they would bé among the first to arouse 
those under their charge. 

On page 108, after” admitting that Dr. 
Cotton Mather—a pious, and the most learn- 
ed man in New England,—was a believer 
in:the personal reign gf Christ on earth,” 
he adds, ‘and was also a believer in witch- 
craft.’ His belief in witchcraft seems to 
be alluded to, to lessen our confidence in 
hisjudgment. But the fact that such a be- 
lief was general throughout the land, and 
at the time undisputed, so that those who 
disbelieved in the reign of Christ were 
equally deluded with Dr. Mather, in the be- 
lief of witchcraft, takes away his singulari- 
ity in that respect; and places his judgment 
upon a par with others of his day, who dif- 
fered from him ESSPPCHNE the reign of Christ 
on earth. 

On page 110, he quotes from the 32d ar- 
ticle of the Saybrook platform, * that God 
hath appointed a day wherein he will judge 
the world in righteousnes by Jesus Christ, 
in which all persons that have lived upon 
earth shall appear” &c.; and ‘so will he 
have that day unknown to men, that they 
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may shake off all carnal security, and be al- 
ways watching, because they know not at 
what hour the Lord will come ; and may be 
ever prepared to say corne Lord Jesus come 
quickly: Amen.” He then claims that the 
‘Savoy confession of faith, and the Westmin- 
ster, agree in substance with that 32d arti- 
cle, and that these were approved by the 
Congregational churches of New England.” 
All this we admit. 

He then, on pages 111 and 112, argues 
from that evidence, that the churches of 
New England believed the millenium would 
precede the second coming of the Son of 
Man! We are at a loss how such an in- 
ference can be drawn from such evidence. 
Whether the resurrection and judgment are 
one event, cr are two of each 1000 years 
apart; or whether the day of the Lord is 
known, or is an unknown event, it does not 
affect the nearness of that event. Many who 
are looking for the coming of the Son of 
Man, have no belief as to the particu- 
lar time, and believe the resurrection, 
&c. is one event, but that it is near even at 
the doors. It therefore does not follow that 
the millenium must have preceded it, in the 
belief of our fathers. 

In the evidence that he has produced of 
their belief, there is no allusion whatever to 
a temporal millenium; and if such a period 
was believed by them, it is singular that no 

15 ' 
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reference of any kind is made to it in any 
of the confessions, plattorms, catechisms, or 
creedsofany ofthe churches. Their silence 
on this point proves that it never was the es- 
tablished opinion of the churches, till these 
last days. 

_ His own quotation from the 32d art. of the 
Saybrook platform proves that the {framers 
of that did not believe in such a period ; for 
they say the coming of Christ is ‘ unknown 
to men, that they may shake off all carnal se- 
curity, and be always watchful,” and ‘ be ev- 
er prepared to say come Lord Jesus, come 
quickly.” Page 110. And he admits that 
the other confessions agree in substance 
with that article. Now common sense will 
teach us, that our fathers would not have 
taught that we should be always watchful for 
that day, and be ever prepared, if they be- 
heved it was more than 1000 years distant ! 
His own evidence in this case also testifies 
against him. 

It is often thrown out that the poor of this 
world only are the subjects of this belief; 
and Mr. Morris, on page 3, in his preface, 
has a similar idea. He says “A strong 
tendency to it exists in many minds, which 
has been produced in part by the pecunary 
troubles in which they have been or are in- 
volved, and which is deepened or strength- 
ened by the general distress and consterna- 
tion pervading the business portion of the 


MORRIS’ MODERN CHILIASM. 163 


community, the numerous failures of mer- 
chants and men of wealth and capital, the 
relaxing of public confidence, and the gen- 
eral gloom which hangs over the political 
affairs and oovernments of the world.” 

No Hurdle and devoted Christian will 
ever be turned from his purpose, because 
the great, the rich, and the honored of this 
wotld do not anibeaee his faith. James in- 
forms us that God hath ‘chosen the poor 
of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he hath promised to them 
that love him,” 2: 5. And Paul says, 
“Ye see your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not ma- 
ny mighty, not many noble are called: but 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise ; and ‘God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty ; and 
base things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea and 
things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: that no flesh should glory 
in his presenec,” 1 Cor. 1: 26--29. 

When it is claimed that those involved 
in ‘pecuniary troubles” embrace this be- 
lief, it is also implied that those who are 
not so involved, do not embrace it ; and that 
those who make this claim are exempt from 
such troubles. But what saith the Lord of 
those who say they are rich? ‘These 
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things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
Witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God ; I know thy works that thou art neither 
cold nor hot ; I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then, because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of 
my mouth, Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.” Rev. 3 :'14--17. It is 
to the Laodicean church—the last stage 
through which the church is to pass—that 
this language is addressed, and that says 
she is rich, when she is in need of all things. 
James alludes to the same period of time, 
when he says, ‘* Go to now,*ye rich men, 
weep and howl for your miseries shall come 
upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold 
and silver is cankered ; and the rust of them 
shall be a witness against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the LAST DAYS,” James 
oO: 1--3. 

A satisfaction withthe things of this world 
has a tendency to wean the heart from the 
other; and the more satisfied we are with 
this, the less shall we care for a better. An 
abundance of the good things of this life is 
no evidence of our preparation for the next. 
The rich man fared sumptuously every 
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day, and was clothed in purple and fine 
linen; but his good things were only in this 
life. ‘* The wise man tells us to ‘labor 
not to be rich;” and the apostle says that 
‘‘ they that will be rich, fall into temptation.” 
“They that trust in their wealth, and boast 
themselves in the abundance of their riches, 
none of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him ;” 
and ‘he that trusteth in his riches shall 
fall.” The Psalmist says, that he ‘was 
envious at the foolish when he saw the pros- 
perity of the wicked ;” “their eyes stand 
out with fatness, they have more than heart 
could wish.” ‘* Behold these are the un- 
godly who prosper in the world, they in- 
crease in riches.” But when “ I went in- 
to the sanctuary of God, then understood I 
their end,—their dreadful end.” 

Doubtless multitudes: will have occasion 
in another world to bless God that they did 
not receive their portion here ; and that ‘‘pe- 
cuniary troubles” taught them the vanity of 
“trusting in uncertain riches,”’ which at any 
time may ‘take to themselves wings and 
fly away,” On the other hand also multi- 
tudes will find that they have bartered their 
souls for the pleasures and enjoyments of life 
If therefore the mercies of God do not lead, 
us to repentance, we ought to welcome his 
judgments, that it may not be said of us, 
that in our life time we received our good 

to* 
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things. ‘‘ Where our treasure is, there will 
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our heart be also ;’ and consequently the 
full tide of worldly prosperity, and the ap- 
plause of this world has a tendency to pro- 
duce a disrelish for eternal things, and un- 
fits the mind for a candid investigation of 
any truth which is unpalatable to the car- 
nal heart. 


CHAPTER XII. 


On the last page of of Mr. Morris’ book is 
the following Note :, 


“‘ At the close of Mr. Miller’s Lectures, [edition 1842,] is the follow- 
ing note: ‘ The author wishes to state that Lecture VIII, in this work 
was written twelve years since, and that the authorities he then consul- 
ted, fixed the rise ofthe Turkish empire at 1298. He is now satisfied 
by the examination of other authorities on the subject, that the foun- 
dation of that empire was laid in 1299. Hence the things mentioned 
in Lecture VII, page 109, relative to persecutions, &c., and to the 
coming of the third woe, as mentioned in Lecture XIII, page 202, 
which he supposed would take place in 1839, according to the first 
computation, will not be realized untilthe year 1840.’” 


In commenting on this, Mr. Morris says, “ By this note 
we are informed, that he has detected an error in those cal- 
culations, and the events which he said would take place in 
1839 will not actually happen until 1840. But we have 
lived through 1840, and are almost on the verge of 1848, 
and yet all law and government have not been annihilated, 
the people of God have not been persecuted to death, nor 
have ‘all things that are not eternal been shaken to pieces. 
Mr. Miller, therefore, has been mistaken not once only, but 
twice already. What assurance have we that his calcula- 
tions respecting the year 1843 will not prove as abortive as. 
those concerning the events of 1839 and 1840?” 

On pages 75 and 76, Mr. Morris alludes to the over- 
throw of the Ottoman empire, &c., referred to here, and 
then claims that Mr. Miller was mistaken and may be again, 
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and that that empire, if it must fall before the end, can 
scarcely have time before 1843, “braced up as it is by the 
four continental powers.” 


We passed over this at the time, to reply 
to it in connection with the note on his last 
age. Itis said the note was in the edition 
of 1842. Although it is not said it was first 
inserted then, yet such would be the infer- 
ence. Jt however was inserted first in the 
spring of 1839, before the result could cor- 
rect the mistake. Mr. Miller first adopted 
Guthrie’s date for the commencement of the 
invasion of Greece by the Turks, and which 
according to him was in 1298. Gibbon, 
however, fixes it upon the 27th of July, 
1299. The mistake therefore was not in 
Mr. Miller, but in Guthrie. 

The civil commotions alluded to were 
based upon the coming of the third Woe: 
when the sixth angel had ceased sounding, 
itis said “the second woe is past; and behold 
the third woe cometh quickly,” Rev.11: 14. 
The time that would intervene between the 
close of the second woe and the commence- 
ment of the third, would depend entirely 
upon the latitude that is to be given to the 
term “ quickly,” and which was not so im- 
mediate as Mr.Miller supposed. The best 
commentators apply the sounding of the 
fifth and sixth trumpets to the errors of Ma- 
homedanism, and the Turkish power. Un- 
der the sounding of the fifth angel they 
were to have power to hurt men five months; 
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and when the sixth angel sounded, they 
were to kill men for an hour and a day, and 
a month and a year. This would make, 
reckoning a day for a year, 150 and 391 years 
and 15 days ; or 541 years 15 days from the 
commencement of the Turkish power to 
hurt men, tothe end of its supremacy. The 
first date, 1298, was found to be incorrect 
before the time arrived which would so 
prove it. 


In 1838, Mr. Litch published to the world, that according 
to the best historians, the Turks first entered Greece on the 
27th of July, 1299, and that 541 years and 15 days from that 
time would terminate on the 11th of August, 1840, and 
which would be the end of Turkish supremacy. During 
150 years corresponding to the five months that they could 
only hurt men—from the time ofthe first entry of the 
Turks into Greece they continually harrassed them, but 
never conquered them. At the end of the 5 months or 
150 years, “in 1449, John Paleologus, the Greek emperor, 
died, but left no children to inherit his throne, and Constan- 
tine Deacozes succeeded to it. Buthe would not venture 
to ascend the throne without the consent of Amurath, the 
Turkish Sultan. He therefore sent ambassadors to ask his 
consent, and obtained it, before he presumed to call himself 
sovereign.” 

“ This shameful proceeding seemed to presage the ap- 
proaching downfall of the empire. Ducas, the historian, 
counts John Paleologus for the last Greek emperor, with- 
out doubt, because he did not consider as such, a prince 
who had not dared to reign without the permission of his 
enemy.” Hawkin’s Ottoman Empire, p. 113. 

Commenting upon these facts, Mr. Litch remarked— 
“ Let this historical fact be carefully examined in connec- 
tion with the prediction above. This was not a violent as- 
sault made on the Greeks, by which their empire was over- 
thrown and their independence taken away, but simply a 
voluntary surrender of that independence into the hands of 


the ‘Turks, by saying, ‘I cannot reign unless you per- 
mit.’ 


MORRIS’ MODERN CHILIASM. 169 


The four angels were loosed for anhour, a day, a month, 
and a year, to slay the third part of men. ‘This period 
amounts to three hundred and ninety-one years and fifteen 
days; during which, Ottoman supremacy was to exist in 
Constantinople. ‘ 

‘Commencing when the one hundred and fifty years end- 
ed, in 1449, the period would end August 11th, 1840.— 
Judging from the manner of the commencement of the Ot- 
toman supremacy, that it was by a voluntary acknowledg- 
ment on the part of the Greek emperor that he only reigned 
by permission of the Turkish Sultan, we should naturally 
conclude that the fall or departure of Ottoman indepen- 
dence would be brought about in the same way; that at the 
end of the specified period, the Sultan would voluntarily sur- 
render his independence into tke hands of the Christian pow. 
ers, from whom he received it.” 

The foregoing was purely a matter of calculation on the 
prophetic periods of Scripture. The time has now passed 
by, and it is contended by many that the supremacy of the 
Turkish empire has not departed, and that the calculation 
has failed. Let the following testimony answer the ques- 
tion. ' 

Furst Testimony. The London Morning Herald, after 
the capture of St. Jean de’Acre, speaking of the state of 
things in the Ottoman empire, says,—< We (the allies) 
have conquered St. Jean d’Acre. We have dissipated in- 
to thin air the prestiges that lately invested as with a halo the 
name of Mehemet Ali. We havein all probability destroy- 
ed forever the power of that hitherto successful ruler. But 
have we done aught to strengthen the power of the Ottoman 
empire? Wer rear not. We FEAR THAT THE SULTAN 
HAS BEEN REDUCED TO THE RANK OF A PUPPET; AND THAT 
THE SOURCES OF THE ‘luRKisH Emprire’s STRENGTH ARE 
ENTIRELY DRSTROYED. 

“If the supremacy of the Sultan is hereafter to be main- 
tained in Egypt, it must be maintained, we fear, by the un- 
ceasing intervention of England and Russia.” 

What the London Morning Herald last November fear- 
ed, has since been realized. The Sultan has been entire- 
ly, in allthe great questions which have come up, under 
the dictation of the Christian kingdoms of Europe ; and on 
them he has been dependent for support against Mehemet. 

Second Testimony. The following is from Rev. Mr. 
Goodell, missionary of the American Board at Constanti- 
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nople, addressed to tbe Board. and by them published in 
the Missionary Herald, for April, 1841, p. 160. 

“The power of Islamism, is broken forever ; and there 
is no concealing the fact even from themselves. They ex- 
ist now by mere sufferance. And though thereisa mighty 
effort made by the Christian governmeuts to sustain them, 
yet with every step they sink lower and lower with fearful 
velocity. And though there is a great endeavor made to 
graft the institutions of civilized and Christian countries up- 
on the decayed trunk, yet the very root itself is fast wasting 
away by the venom of its own poison. How wonderful it 
is, that when all Christendom combined together to check 
the progress of Mahommedan power, it waxed exceedingly 
great in spite of every opposition; and now, when all the 
mighty potentates of Christian Europe, who feel fully 
competent to settle all the quarrels, and arrange all the af- 
fairs of the whole world, are leagued together for its pro- 
tection and defence, down it comes, in spite ofall their fos- 
tering care.” 

This, let it be remembered, is the clear, positive testimo- 
ny of an eye-witness, a man who is on the spot, and who 
knows whereof he affirms For truth and veracity, he has 
the confidence of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, and they, in their official organ, 
have given publicity to the testimony. Reader, please re- 
view this witness’s testimony, and mark its point and 
strength. 

Third Testimony. The following is an extract from a 
London paper. ‘The article is headed, “ The Waning of 
the Ottoman Empire.” It has been copied into most of 
the leading journals of this country, without one word of 
dissent on the part of any. Thus the whole editorial corps 
in this country have given it their official sanction. 

The object of the writer is to show the relative condition 
of the Turkish and Christian powers of Europe. In former 
times the Turkish empire exceeded in power every king- 
dom in Europe. But the scene is changed; the Turks are 
weakened, and the Christian nations strengthened. ‘The 
article concludes thus : “ The day they (the nations of Eu- 
rope) counted their numbers was to be the last of Constantino- 
ple; aND THAT DAY HAS EVERY WHERE COME.’ 

So, according to all our leading periodicals, the last of 
Constantinople has come. 

Fourth Testimony. Dr. Bond, editor of the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal, New York, in one of the May numbers 
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.of that paper, concludes his account of Eastern affairs thus : 
‘The Mahomedan nations are effectually in the hands and 
at the mercy of the Christian governments.” 

Fifth Testimony. Rev. Mr. Balch, of Providence, R. I. 
in an attack on Mr. Miller for saying that the Ottoman em- 
pire fell last year, says : ‘‘ How can an honest man have the 
hardihood to stand up before an intelligent audience, and 
make such an assertion, whenthe most authentic version of 

‘the change of the Ottoman empire is that ithas not been on 
a better foundation in fifty years, for it is now re-organized 
by the European kingdoms, and is honorably treated as 
such.” 

But how does it happen that Christian Europe re-organi- 
zed the government? What need of it, if it was not disor- 
ganized? If Christian Europe has done this, then itis now, 
to all intents and purposes, a Christian government, and is 
only ruled nominally by the Sultan, as their vassal. 

‘lo this we add a Sixth. Rev. Joel Hawes, of Hartford, 
Ct., recently said in a public meeting, that the Ottoman 
power was down—dead— gone.” — Signs of the Times. 

Itis claimed by many, that the supremacy of the Turkish 
empire has not departed, because it is HELD uP by four great 
powers. Butif it retained its supremacy, why would it 
need four great powers to sustain it? A strong man who 
can stand without aid, does not need four strong men to 
hold him up. ; 

The foregoing testimonies on the question in hand are 
explicit, and show conclusively that ‘Curkish independence 
is gone, and that the Christian powers of Europe have itin 
their hands. 

2. When did Mahammedan independence in Constantinople 
depart ? 

In order to answer this question understandingly, it will 
be necessary to review briefly the history of that power for 
a few years past. 

For several years the Sultan has been embroiled in war 
with Mehemet Ali, Pacha of Egypt. In 1888 there was a 
threatening of war between the Sultanand his Egyptian vas- 
sal. Mehemet Ali Pacha, in a note addressed to the foreign 
consuls, declared that in future he would pay no tribute to 
the Porte, andehat he considered himselfindependent sove- 
reign of Egypt, Arabia,and Syria. The Sultan naturally in- 
censed at this declaration, would have immediately commen- 
ced hostilities, had he not been restrained by the influence of 
the foreign ambassadors, and persuaded todelay. This war, 
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however, was finally averted by the announcement of Me- 
hemet, that he was ready to pay a million of dollars, arrear- 
ages of tribute which he owed the Porte, and an actual pay- 
ment of $750,000, in August of that year. 

In 1839 hostilities again commenced, and were prosecu- 
ted, until, in a general battle between the armies of the Sul- 
tan and Mehemet, the Sultan’sarmy was entirely cut upand 
destroyed, and his fleet taken by Mehemet and earried into 
Egypt. Socompletely had the Sultan’s fleet been reduced, 
that, when hostilities commenced last August, he had only 
two first-rates and three frigates, as the sad remains of the 
once powerful Turkish fleet. This fleet Mehemet positive- 
ly refused to give up and return to the Sultan, and-declared 
if the powers attempted to take it from him, he would burn 
if. 

In this posture affairs stood, when, in 1840, England, 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, interposed, and determined 
ona settlement ofthe difficulty; for it was evident, if let 
alone, Mehemet would soon become master of the Sultan’s 
throne. 

The following extracts from an official document, which 
appeared in the Moniteur Ottoman, Aug. 22, 1840, will give 
an idea of the conrse of affairs at this juncture. ‘The con- 
ference spoken of was composed of the four powers above 
named, and was held in London, July L5th, 1840. 

“Subsequent to the occurrence of the disputes alluded to, 
and after the reverses experienced, us known to all the 
world, the ambassadors of the great powers at Constantino- 
ple, in a collective official note, declared, that their govern- 
ments were unanimously agreed upon taking measures to 
arrange the said differences. ‘The Sublime Porte, with a 
view of putting astop to the effusion of Mussulman blood, 
and to the various evils which would arise from a renewal 
of hostilities, AccEPTED the intervention of the great powers. 

Here was certainly a voluntary surrender of the question 
into the hands of the great powers. But it proceeds: 

‘His Excellency, Shekih Effendi, the Bey Likgis, was 
therefore despatched as a ae to represent the 
Sublime Porte at the conference which took place in Lon- 
don, for the purpose in question. It having been felt that 
all the zealous labors of the conferences of “London in the 
settlement of the Pacha’s pretensions were useless, and 
_ the only public way was to have recourse to coercive meas- 
ures to reduce him to obedience, in case he persisted in not 
listening to pacific overtures, the powers have, together with 
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the Ortoman PieNipoTentisry, drawn up and signed a 
treaty, whereby the Sultan offers the Pacha the hereditary 
government of Egypt, and all that part of Syria extending 
from the gulf of Suez to the lake of Tiberias, together with 
the province of Acre, for life; the Pacha, on his part, evac- 
uating all other parts of the Sultan’s dominions now oc- 
pied by him, and returning the Ottoman fleet. A certain 
space oftime has been granted him to accede to these terms ; 
and, as the proposals of the Sultan and his allies, the four 
, powers, do not admit of any change or qualification, if the 

Pacha refuse to accede to them, it is evident that the evil 
consequences to fall upon him will be attributable solely to 
his own fault. 

“His Excellency, Rifat Bey, Musleshar for foreign affairs, 
has been despatched in a government steamer to Alexandria, 
to communicate the ultimatum to the Pacha.” 

From these extracts it appears— 

1. That the Sultan, conscious of his own weakness, did 
voluntarily accept the intervention of the great Christian 
powers of Europe to settle his difficulties, which he could 
not settle himself. 

2. That they (the great powers) were agreed on taking 
measures to settle the difficulties. 

3. That the ultimatum of the London conference left it 
with the Sultan to arrange the affair with Mehemet, if he 
could. ‘The Sultan was to offer to him the terms of settle- 
ment. So thatif Mehemet accepted the terms, there would 
still be no actual intervention of the powers between the 
Sultan and Pacha. 

4. That if Mehemet rejected the Sultan’s offer, the ultim- 
atum admitted of no change or qualification ; the great pow- 
ers stood pledged to coerce him into submission. So long, 
therefore, as the Sultan held the ultimatum in his own hands, 
he still maintained the independence ofhis throne. But 
that document once submitted to Mehemet, and it would be 
forever beyond his reach to control the question. It would 
be for Mehemet to say whether the powers should interpose 
ornot. / , 

5, The Sultan did despatch Rifat Bey, in a government 
steamer, (which left Constantinople Aug. 5,) to Alexandria, 
to communicate to Mehemet the ultimatum. 

This was a voluntary governmental act of the Sultan. 

The question now comes up, WHEN WAS THAT DOCUMENT 
PUT OFFICIALLY UNDER THE CONTROL oF MeHneEmeET Att? 

The following extract of a letter from a correspondent 
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ofthe London Morning Chronicle, of Sept. 18, 1840, dated 
“Constantinople, Aug. 27th, 1840,” will answer the ques- 
tion. 

‘“‘By the French steamer ofthe 24th, we have advices from 
Egypt to the 16th. They show no alteration inthe resolr- 
tion of the Pacha. Confiding in the valor of his Arabarmy, 
and in the strength of the fortifications which defend his cap- 
itol, he seems determined to abide by the last alternative ; 
and as recourse to this, therefore, isnow inevitable, all hope 
may be considered as at an end of a termination of the af- 
fair without bloodshed. Immediately on the arrival of the 
Cyclops steamer with the news of the convention of the 
four powers, Mehemet Ali, itis stated, had quitted Alexan- 
dria, to makea short tour through Lower Egypt. ‘The ob- 
ject of his absenting himselfat such a moment being partly 
to avoid conferences with the European consuls, but princi- 
pally to endeavor by his own presence to arouse the fanati- 
cism of the Bedouin tribes, and facilitate the raising of his 
new levies. During the interval of this absence, the Turk- ~ 
ash government steamer, WHICH HAD REACHED ALEXANDRIA | 
oN THE JiTs, with THE ENVoy RiratT BEY ON BOARD, 
had been by his orders placed in quarantine, and she was 
not released from it till the 16th. Previous, however, to 
the Porte’s leaving, and on the very day on which he had 
been admitted to pratique, the above named functionary had 
had an audience of the Pacha, and had communicated to 
him the command of the Sultan, with respect to the evacu- 
ation of the Syrian provinces, appoiiting another audience 
the next day, when, inthe presence of the consuls of the 
European powers, he would receive from him his definite 
answer, and inform him ofthe alternative of his refusing to 
obey ; giving him the ten days which have been allotted 
him by the convention to decide on the course he should 
think fit to adopt.” 

According to the foregoing statement, the ultimatum was 
officially put into the power of Mehemet Ali, and was disposed 
of by his order, viz., sent to quarantine, on the ELEVENTH DAY 
-oF Avucust, 1840. 

But have we any evidence, besides the fact of the arrival 
of Rifat Bey at Alexandria with the ultimatum on the 11th 
- August, that Ottoman supremacy died, or was dead,that 

ay! : 

Read the following, from the same writer quoted above, 
dated “Constantinople, Aug. 12, 1840.’* 


“See “Signs of the Times,” Vol. 1., p. 102. 
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“I can add but little to my last letter on the subject ofthe 
plans ofthe four powers; andJ believe the details I then 
gave you comprise everything that is yet decided on. The 
portion of the Pacha, asI then stated, is not to extend be- 
yond the line of Acre, and does not include either Arabia 
or Candia. Egypt alone is to be hereditary in his family, 
and the province of Acre to be considered as a pachalic, to 
be governed by his son during his lifetime, but afterward 
to depend on the will of the Porte; and even this latter is 
only to be granted him on the condition of his accepting 
these terms, and delivering up the Ottoman fleet within ten 
days. In the event of his not doing so, this pachalic is to be 
cutoff. Egypt is then to be offered him, with another ten 
days to deliberate on it, before actual force is employed 
against him. ‘ 

“The manner, however, of applying the force, should he 
refuse to comply with these terms,—whether a simple block- 
ade is to be established on the coast, or whether his capitol 
isto be bombarded, and his armies attacked in the Syrian 
provinces,—is the point which still remains to be learned ; 
nor does a note delivered yesterday by the four ambassa- 
dors, in answer to a question put to them by the Porte, as 
to the plan to be adopted in such an event, throw the least 
light on this subject. It simply states that provision has 
been made, and there is no necessity for the Divan alarm- 
ing itself about any contingency that might afterwards 
arise.”’ 

Let us now analyze this testimony. 

1. The letter is dated “Constantinople, Aug. 12.” 

2. “Yesterday,” the 11th of August, the Sultan applied, 
in his own capitol, to the ambassadors of four Christian na- 
trons, to know the measures which were to be taken in re- 
ference to a circumstance vitally affecting his empire; and 
was only told that “provision had been made,” but he could 
not know what it was; and that he need give himself no 
alarm ‘‘“‘about any contingency which might arTERWARDS 
ARISE! !”” From that time, then, they, and not he, would 
manage that. 

Where was the Sultan’sindependence thatday ? GONE. 
Who had the supremacy of the Ottoman empire in their 
hands? The great powers. 

According to previous calculation, therefore, Ortomss Sv- 
premacy did depart on the ELEVENTH OF AUGUST in- 
to the hands of the great Christian powers of Europe. 

Then the second wo is past, and the sixth trumpet hag 
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ceased its sounding; and the conclusion is now inevitable, 
because the word of God affirms the fact in so many words, 
“Behold, the third wo cometh quickly.” And ‘in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, 
the mystery of God shall be finished.” But what will take 
place when the seventh angel sounds? I answer, Great 
voices will be heard inheaven, saying, ‘‘The kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Christ.” Nor is thiseventa mere spiritual reign over the 
kingdoms ofthis world; but the Revelator goes on to say, 
‘‘and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged ; and that thou shouldst give reward unto 
thy servants, the prophets, the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, stinall and great, aud shouldst destroy them that de- 
stroy the earth.” This, then, is the consummation, when 
every one shall receive hisretribution, according to what he 
has done.—Second Advent Tract, No. XJ. 


In addition to the above, we have the tes- 
timony of Mr. Morris that the sixth angel 
has ceased to sound, for on page 55 he says 
‘*who does not see” ‘that all things are 
ready for the great consummating moral 
change of this world, which is to follow the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet.” If all 
things are ready for the seventh trumpet, 
the sixth must have ceased sounding, so 
that all the events which were to precede 
the seventh have been fulfilled, and there is 
no failure of any prediction of Mr. Miller, 
which can delay the sounding of the last 
trump. 

q Itseems, therefore, that Mr. Miller has 
not been mistaken twice already, as Mr. 
Morris claims, and therefore the events of 
1843 may not prove abortive. Even had 
those calculations failed, it would not prove 
the events of 1843 would fail. Mr. Morris 
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asks ‘‘ what assurance we have’? that it will 
not. No man can assure another that they 
will not. But yet the evidence which sus- 
tains the one is entirely different from that 
which sustains the other. The time to ex- 
pect the departure of the Turkish suprem- 
acy depended upon the correctness of histo- 
rians in the date of its rise. But the argu- 
ment of the 2300 days, depends upona 
thus saith the Lord; and the liability to mis- 
take depends alone upon our interpretation 
of his word. Ifthe 70 weeks are a part of 
the 2300 days, it would seem that there 
could be no room for a mistake ; for if 490 
of them ended with the death of Christ, 
the 2300 must end in 1810 years from that 
event. 


The second coming of Christ is so con- 
trary to the natural wishes of the human 
heart, that but /tle evidence is necessary to 
induce men to disbelieve it. We therefore 
find that arguments are relied upon in dis- 
proof of it, which if brought in support of 
any other position, would be entirely disre- 
garded. Such reasoning can therefore be 
of no weight in the discussion of this ques- 
tion. 

Ifthe doctrine of the personal reign of 
Christ on earth is not sustained by the word 
of God, and the belief of the primitive 
church, and the second advent of our Sav- 
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lor is not nigh even at the doors, let it be so 
proved by fair and logical arguments. But 
objections which would be equally valid in 
the refutation of any other revealed truth, 
or which ‘would be of equal force on the 
eve of the second advent whenever that 
does take place, cannot be valid objections 
now. We are prone to take the opinions of 
others on important points without investiga- 
ting for ourselves; and there are many 
whose ipse dixit, without a particle of evi- 
dence, is sufficient to satisfy a whole com- 
munity ; but as we must stand.or fall at the 
bar of God for ourselves, we cannot be too 
careful in the investigation of every ques- 
tion which we receive or reject. 

The objections which have been noticed 
in this review are believed to be of the char- 
acter above described ; and as great stress 
has long been placed upon similar reason- 
ing, the tendency of which has been to ren- 
der the careless less unconcerned for their 
soul’s salvation, on account of the supposed 
delay of the Lord’s coming, and a length- 
ened time of peace and safety, the attempt 
has been made to show their insufficiency, 
that we may still “live with our loins girded 
about and lights burning,” “ like unto men 
that wart for their Lord when he will return 
from the wedding; that when he cometh 
and knocketh we may open to him immedi- 
ately.” For our Lord has assured us that 
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** Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when he cometh shall find watching.” 
‘¢ And if he shall come in the second watch 
or come in the third watch and find them 
so, blessed are those servants.” 


Nore.—We copy the following from the Connecticut 
Observer of Nov. 25, 1833. 

Tue Fatitinc Stars.—The Editor of the Old Country- 
man makesa very serious matter of the ‘Falling Stars.’ He 
says.— 

We pronounce the Raining Fire which we saw on Wed- 
nesday morning last anawful Type—asure Fore-runner—a 
merciful SIGN of that greatand- dreadful Day which the in- 
habitants ofthe Earth will witness when the SIXTH SEAL 
SHALL BE OPENED! 

The time is just at hand—described not only inthe New 
Testament, but in the Old ; anda more correct picture of a 
Jig tree casting its leaves when blown by a mighty wind, it was 
not possible to behold. 

And again:— 

Many things now occurring upon the Earth tend to con- 
vince us that we are inthe ‘LATTER DAYS.” This ex- 
hibition we deem to be a type ofan Awful Day fast hurrying 
upon us. This is oursincere opinion; and what we think 
we are not ashamed to tell. 

Men may, and have, called us enthusiastic. We care not 
if they call us Fanatic and Mad, so that we feel that they are 
mistaken. Fearing neither the face of human clay, man’s 
arm, norman’s voice, while we obey human Laws, and Love 
and Fear God, and have the evidence within that we are be- 
lieved in return, we WILL go on our ways rejoicing. Nor 
would we go on alone. Hence we WARN all, to turn to 


the Lord while YET he is near. 


“ 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 


Page 12th, 10th line from bottom, for Col.1: 13, read 
2Tim. 4. 18. 
Page 12th, 4th if vd for p. 16, read p. 15. 
“37, Ist “ top, for Deut, read Dan. 


SURELY THE LORD GOD WILL DO NOTHING, BUT HE REVEALETH HiS SECRETS 


AY AEN: 


{ 

| Warenaan! tell us of ‘ier nigh 

| What its ies of promise fe 

| ‘Trav ller! o'er yon mountain’s & 

See that glory-beaming star ! ‘? 
Watchman ! does its beauteoug) 

| Aught of lope or joy foretell 

| Trav'lier! yes; it brings the ¢ 

| Promised day of Israel! 

| Watchman ' tell us of the night ; 

Pivher yot thut strr ascends. 

| Tray ler! blessedness and light, 

| Peace and truth its course portends. ‘¢ 

ee Wstchman! will its beams’ alone 

| Gild the spot that gave them birth? bie 
Tray'ller! ages are its OWN 3 eae i a 

| See! it bursts o’er all the earth. fe 

| . 

| 


Watchman! ‘tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn. 
Trav’ller! darkness takes its flight, 
yout and terror are withdrawn ! 
Waicli:aan ! let thy wandering cease ; 
Hie thee to thy quiet home. 
Trav’ ller! lo, the Prince of Peace, 
Lo, the Son of God is come! 


